
August 24, 2026 

Hello Livestock and Poultry Exhibitors!  This is a long email message - a PDF copy has been posted to 
the Livestock web page, https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/livestock.  

The entry deadline for all Poultry, Rabbit  and  Livestock Entries is Thursday, August 27, at 5:59 
pm.  Late entries will not be accepted. 

4-H/FFA/Open Youth Horse Show entries close on Monday, September 7.   Online and paper 
entries will be accepted. 

Please take time to ensure that your entries are complete and that you have all the required forms 
signed and uploaded.  

Poultry Exhibitors:  Coop-in for birds and eggs is on Tuesday, September 15, from 4 to 7 pm, in the 
Poultry Barn.  Enter the fairgrounds through the Livestock+Horseshow Gate off HWY 152 and proceed 
to the Entry Gate to the left of the camping area.  Parking is limited.    

Rabbit Exhibitors:  Rabbits are received on Friday, September 18, from 8:00 to 8:30 a.m.  Carry in your 
rabbits in their cages.  Rabbits will be removed from the fairgrounds after the end of the show.   The 
Rabbit Show will be held in the Bug Barn.  Enter near the fair entrance gate near the livestock camping 
area.   

Livestock Exhibitors:  Large animal check-in is on Monday, September 14, from 3:30 to 7:00 
p.m.  Note that goats and sheep must be health checked between 3:30 and 6:00 p.m. before they can 
be weighed/penned.   Beef may arrive on Sunday, September 13.  Please let us know if you will be 
arriving on Sunday. 

Large Animal Exhibitor wristbands ARE REQUIRED for exhibitors of cattle, hogs, sheep, and 
goats.  Wristbands must be purchased through the online entry system. Look for 
Department Livestock – Credentials & Extras in the online system and submit an entry for the 
appropriate division/class.   Carcass exhibitors - your wristband is included in your entry fee - no need 
to purchase one. 

Saved Carts: If you have entries in a Saved Cart, don’t forget to go back and submit them by the entry 
deadline.  If you have forgotten your password, we can reset it for you. 

Fee Payments:  If you opt to pay for your entry fees online, you must do so at the time you submit your 
entries.  Once a cart has been processed, you cannot go back into it to pay.  Credit card payments can 
be made by calling the Fair Office at 831-724-5671, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  They will 
incur a 3% processing fee.  You can also drop off your payments at the fair office or mail 
them.  Payments must be made by the entry deadline. 

Santa Cruz County Fair Livestock Entries 
2601 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA  95018 

  

https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/livestock


All livestock forms are available on the Livestock web page under Exhibitor 
Information. https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/114hFm0HeEGj9H9BS_UkAtLXDckE3Adll?usp=dri
ve_link.  You’ll also find useful information there on uploading forms.   

Document Uploads:  These are the documents that must be uploaded to complete your entries.    

Youth Exhibitors:  Exhibitor Eligibility, Release of Liability and YQCA certificate (ages 9 to 
19).  YQCA certification must not expire before the end of our fair, September 20. 

Breeding/Dairy:  Registration papers or other proof of ownership 

Beef:  transportation slip (yellow slip)/bill of sale 

Market Hogs:  Prop 12 Certificate from breeder.  If the hog is bred and fed, upload a Bred and 
Fed form. 

Have all of your forms ready when you start your online entry session.   If you have problems uploading 
the forms or cannot find a way to do so, please email them to us 
at santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com.  We will upload them for you. 

Forms Required at Weigh-In/Check-In: 

All market animals (includes meat pens):  Declaration of Medication form. 

Purebred large breeding animals and dairy goats:  Registration papers. 

Carcass exhibitors:  Release of Liability form. 

HOG EXHIBITORS – must bring their own waterers this year.  If you do not have a waterer, there are 
DIY videos and instructions on the internet.  Think PVC pipe and a Lixit hog nipple.  All hog pens are 
4x6.  Boards used for keeping bedding in the pens should be no smaller than 1x6. 

Still Exhibits - Required for all Large Animal Exhibitors Make sure you have entered a still 
exhibit in an eligible department which are listed below.  Livestock Educational Displays are not 
eligible. 

Receiving Dates - All listed departments are in the J.J. Crosetti Building 

FFA Department   
Non-Perishables:  Saturday, Aug. 29: 9am-5pm; Sunday, Aug. 30: 12pm-5pm  
                                     Saturday, Sept. 5: 9am-5pm; Sunday, Sept. 6: 12pm-5pm  
Perishables:          Saturday, Sept. 12: 9am-12pm  
 
Primary & Youth Department (Primary ages 5 to 8) (Youth ages 9 to 17)  
Non-perishables: Saturday, Aug. 29: 9am-5pm Sunday, Aug. 30: 12pm-5pm  
                                    Saturday, Sept. 5: 9am-5pm Sunday, Sept. 6: 12pm-5pm  
Perishables:        Saturday, Sept. 12: 9am-12pm  
 
Youth Organizations (4H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Grange youth, Boys & Girls Clubs, and 
S.C. County School Exhibitors)  
Foods & Nutrition Agriculture:  Saturday, Sept. 12: 9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026  
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Live Floral Arrangements:  Saturday, Sept. 12: 9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026  
Non-perishables: Saturday, Aug. 29: 9am-5pm Sunday, Aug. 30: 12pm-pm                                            
                                    Saturday, Sept. 5: 9am-5pm Sunday, Sept. 6: 12pm-5pm  
Perishables:          Saturday, Sept. 12: 9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026   
 

Buyer Information is available on the fair’s website at https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/fair-
time/attend/junior-livestock-auction.  

Please review our entry guide at https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/images/stories/2026/entry-
guide/2026-Livestock.pdf. 

Once entries close, we will contact you if there are any issues with your entries.  In the meantime, 
please do not hesitate to contact us at this email address should you have any questions.   We will 
send out another email about a week before the fair with updates and instructions for check-in. 

We look forward to seeing you all at the fair! 

 

https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/fair-time/attend/junior-livestock-auction
https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/fair-time/attend/junior-livestock-auction
https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/images/stories/2026/entry-guide/2026-Livestock.pdf
https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/images/stories/2026/entry-guide/2026-Livestock.pdf

