
4-H/FFA & Open Junior Horse Show 
Sherry Barnard 831-334-870 or sherryb42@aol.com 

Kathy Dotson 831-818-0631 or kdappraisal@comcast.net 

 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 - 8:00 AM 
Show Schedule to follow class order. 
Lead line will start at 1:00 pm 
  
California State Fair - Best of Show Qualifier & California 
Classic Qualifier. All horse show classes and exhibitors are 
subject to State Rules for California Fairs. Where local 
rules do not apply, state rules shall govern.  
 
Entry fee $10.00 per class 
Mandatory Drug fee: $14.00 per horse. All horses  
entered are subject to random drug testing in accordance 
with California Equine Medication Monitoring Program 
guidelines. Testing will be conducted by a certified third-
party entity. Collection procedures, chain of custody, and 
enforcement will follow California Food & Agriculture 
standards 
 
Entries may be submitted online via ShoWorks 
(https://santacruz.fairwire.com/) or by mail. Online entries 
are strongly encouraged. Accepted payment methods 
include credit/debit card (online) or check (mail-in) by 
September 7, 2026. All entries submitted after this date 
are subject to a $10 late fee per horse.  
 
Updated requirement: All horses used in the 4-H/FFA & 
Open Junior Horse Show must be owned or leased at least 
120 days prior to the opening of the fair – May 18, 2026.  
 
Use the online system to submit your intent to show. Go to 
Department: Livestock – 4-H/FFA/Open Youth Horse Show 
Division: Junior Horse Show Intent to Show 
 
Enter each horse that will participate in the show in either 
the 4-H/FFA/Grange or Open Youth divisions. Bills of Sale 
or Lease Agreements must be uploaded at the time of 
entry. A Release of Liability form will also be required. 
Once your documents are uploaded, you may add classes 
using either 4-H/FFA Horse Show or Open Youth Horse 
Show divisions.  
 

Eligibility 
Eligible exhibitors include 4-H, FFA, Grange, and 
Independent (Open Junior) exhibitors. Independent and 
Grange exhibitors must meet all state eligibility 
requirements. Open Junior Classes are open to riders of 
any proficiency that cannot safely show at the lope. 

• 4-H/FFA Classes: Novice Walk Jog, Jr 13U & Sr 14-19 
FFA 

• Open Junior Division: Open Walk Jog, 10u Walk Jog, 
13u, 14-19, & Ranch Versatility. 

• Timed Events: 4-H/FFA Division: Jr & Sr.  

RULES 
1. All Classes will be judged on the American system 

of judging. 1st place winners will receive an 
award. Ribbons will be given up to 6th place.  

2. Buckles will be awarded to the Division High 
Point Champions. Minimum of three riders must 
be in the division for buckles to be awarded. 

3. A class with less than 3 entries may be cancelled 
or combined. 

4. Top 2 places of Showmanship at Halter Novice 
can advance to Jr or Sr Showmanship based on 
age. 

5. Top 2 places of Classes 6 & 7 will be able to 
advance to open 13&U OR 14-19 Showmanship. 

6. Inhumane treatment of any animal will be cause 
for immediate dismissal from the fairgrounds.  

7. All horses and riders must always be under 
control on the fairgrounds. Horses and/or riders 
that present a danger to themselves, or others 
may be excused from the class, show, arena 
and/or Fairgrounds. 

8. All exhibitors must own or have a properly 
executed lease agreement for their horse no 
later than 120 days prior to the show. Lease 
agreements must be signed, dated, and include 
identification of the horse.  

9. ASTM/SEI approved helmets are required for all 
youth riders. Judges retain authority to excuse 
unsafe exhibitors. No exceptions 

10. Horse show uniform: 4-H/FFA members may 
wear uniform, but it is not required. Western 
attire is pants, long sleeve shirt, hat, belt and 
boots. Chaps are not required. English attire is 
breeches, shirt, jacket, and boots.  

11. Junior exhibitors are expected to groom and care 
for their animal(s) when at the fair. They shall 
refrain from accepting active assistance from 
adults and non-exhibiting youth unless the junior 
exhibitor is actively engaged, and the assistance 
is only for instruction. Adults may hold or lunge 
animals and use common sense regarding safety 
around animals. 

12. No cross entering between Walk Jog and loping 
classes.  

13. There will be NO coaching (verbal or nonverbal) 
by adults or other youth from the rail during 
classes. Refer to Livestock Code of Conduct. 

14. Ranch Versatility classes do not allow hoof polish, 
braided/banded manes, and excessive silver on 
tack. It is discouraged to trim ears, but it is 
allowed to trim bridle path and fetlocks. 
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Classes Descriptions 
GROOM & FIT: Horse will be judged on fitness 
and general health (cleanliness, proper weight, hoof care, 
coat condition, etc.) 
SHOWMANSHIP: At hand class to be judged on proper 
principles of showing at halter. 
NOVICE: To be shown at walk/jog only. Based on the rider 
and limited to first and second (calendar) year members 
with no age restriction. May not cross enter in loping 
classes 
TRAIL: Obstacles only. Course will be posted at least 1 
hour before class. 
PLEASURE: This class will be judged on animal’s 
performance and way of going. 
WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP: Will be judged on seat, hands 
and ability to control and show performance of horse on 
pattern. Participants may be asked to work on the rail. 
HUNT SEAT EQUITATION: Riders will be judged on basic 
position in saddle including position of hands, seat, feet, 
legs as well as ability to control horse in a pattern. May be 
asked to work rail also.  
HUNTER HACK NOVICE WALK/TROT: Riders will ride over 
ground poles only. Class will only be held with minimum 3 
riders. 
HUNTER HACK: Riders will jump 2 fences approximately 
1’6”. Class will only be held with minimum 3 riders. 
RANCH VERSATILITY: These classes will include rail and 
pattern work to show the overall ability of the horse to 
perform skills necessary to those of the all-around ranch 
horse. Rider will be judged on the ability to complete the 
set of patterns and tasks for each class. 
RANCH SHOWMANSHIP: At hand simple pattern class to 
be shown in a rope, nylon, or plain leather halter. 
RANCH RIDING: Class to test the rider on ability to 
complete a set of patterns and task where the rider is 
judged on their ability to complete it effectively. Riders are 
judged on their transition through walk, jog and lope 
through and a series of patterns and obstacles. 
RANCH PLEASURE: This class measures the ability of the 
horse to be a pleasure to ride while being used as a means 
of conveyance from one ranch task to another and should 
reflect the versatility, attitude, and movement of a 
working horse. The horse should be well-broke, quiet, 
relaxed, soft and confidence at all gates. 
RANCH REINING: The horse is evaluated on its 
maneuverability as it performs a set pattern that includes 
circles, lead changes, spins and stops. 
RANCH TRAIL: This class tests the ability of a horse to 
negotiate obstacles that might commonly be found on 
ranches. 
 
 

Classes - $10 Entry Fee Each Class 
1. 4-H/FFA Groom & Fit 
2. Open Junior Groom & Fit 
3. 4-H/FFA Showmanship at Halter Novice 
4. 4-H/FFA Jr. Showmanship at Halter 
5. 4-H/FFA Sr. Showmanship at Halter 
6. Open Junior Showmanship at Halter Walk Jog 
7. Open Junior Showmanship at Halter (10 & U) 
8. Open Junior Showmanship at Halter (13& U) 
9. Open Junior Showmanship at Halter (14-19) 
10. Open Junior Ranch Showmanship 
11. 4-H/FFA English Showmanship (13u & 14-19) 
12. Open Junior English Showmanship 
13. 4-H/FFA English Pleasure Novice Walk Jog 
14. 4-H/FFA Jr. English Pleasure 
15. 4-H/FFA Sr. English Pleasure 
16. Open Junior English Pleasure Walk Jog 
17. Open Junior English Pleasure Walk Jog (10 & U) 
18. Open Junior English Pleasure (13 & U) 
19. Open Junior English Pleasure (14-19) 
20. 4-H/FFA Hunt Seat Equitation Novice Walk Jog 
21. 4-H/FFA Jr. Hunt Seat Equitation 
22. 4-H/FFA Sr. Hunt Seat Equitation 
23. Open Junior Hunt Seat Equitation Walk Jog  
24. Open Junior Hunt Seat EQ Walk Jog (10 & U) 

25. Open Junior Hunt Seat EQ (13& U) 
26. Open Junior Hunt Seat EQ (14-19) 
27. 4-H/FFA Hunter Hack Novice Walk Jog  
28. 4-H/FFA Jr. Hunter Hack 
29. 4-H/FFA Sr. Hunter Hack 
30. Open Junior Hunter Hack Walk Jog 
31. Open Junior Hunter Hack W/J (10 & U) 
32. Open Junior Hunter Hack (13 & U) 
33. Open Junior Hunter Hack (14-19) 
34. Open Junior Lead Line Pleasure (8 & U) 
35. Open Junior Lead Line Equitation (8 & U) 
36. Open Junior Lead line Trail (8 & U) 
37. 4-H/FFA Western Pleasure Novice Walk Jog 
38. 4-H/FFA Jr. Western Pleasure 
39. 4-H/FFA Sr. Western Pleasure 
40. Open Junior Western Pleasure Walk Jog 
41. Open Junior Western Pleasure Walk Jog (10 & U) 
42. Open Junior Western Pleasure (13 & U) 
43. Open Junior Western Pleasure (14-19) 
44. Open Junior Ranch Western Pleasure 
45. 4-H/FFA Western Horsemanship Novice Walk Jog 
46. 4-H/FFA Jr. Western Horsemanship 
47. 4-H/FFA Sr. Western Horsemanship 
48. Open Junior Western Horsemanship Walk Jog 
49. Open Junior Western Horsemanship Walk Jog (10 & U) 
50. Open Junior Western Horsemanship (13 & U) 
51. Open Junior Western Horsemanship (14-19) 
52. Open Junior Ranch Riding 
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53. Open Junior Ranch Reining 
54. Open Junior Ranch Trail 
55. 4-H/FFA Trail Novice W/J 
56. 4-H/FFA Jr. Trail 
57. 4-H/FFA Sr. Trail 
58. Open Trail W/J 
59. Open Trail W/J (10 & U) 
60. Open Trail (13 & U) 
61. Open Trail (14-19) 
62. 4-H/FFA Jr. Cloverleaf Barrels 
63. 4-H/FFA Sr. Cloverleaf Barrels 
64. Open Junior Cloverleaf Barrels 
65. 4-H/FFA Jr. Speed Barrels 
66. 4-H/FFA Sr. Speed Barrels 
67. Open Junior Speed Barrels 
68. 4-H/FFA Jr. Washington Pole Bending 
69. 4-H/FFA Sr. Washington Pole Bending 
70. Open Junior Washington Pole Bending 
71. 4-H/FFA Jr. Single Stake 
72. 4-H/FFA Sr. Single 
73. Open Junior Single Stake 
74. 4-H/FFA Jr. Big T 
75. 4-H/FFA Sr. Big T 
76. Open Junior Big T 

 

Contests-Time Pending 
(No cost for Entry) 
 

Egg & Spoon Race 
Ribbon Races 

 


