Santa Cruz County Fair

Proposed Entry Guide Changes

Livestock 2026
Section
/Page Topic/Discussion Status
Auction Remove line: No breeding stock will be sold through the auction.
Auction Meat pens will be processed. No live pickups.
Auction Exhibitors who cannot be at the auction may make a request in writing (email) to the
Livestock Superintendent to have someone else walk their stock.
Auction Rule 13 Clarify - 8% commission is taken by the JLA for all sales and add-ons.

Award Letters

What are our exceptations here? Are cards ok? If so, do we want to have the exhibitor supply
the postage?

Barn Hosts Remove.

Beef Cattle can be fit/clipped at exhibitors preference. No professional groomers.
No parents/adults helping or fitting cattle. Exhibitors may assist each other.
No paint, dye, etc. Need specifics.

Beef To qualify for bred and fed, exhibitor must own the dam at time of calving, raise
and finish animals.

Beef if exhibitor is sick, injured, etc. they may make arrangements with other
exhibitors to show/sell the animal. Only in this situation may parents assistin
feeding/watering.

Beef

Exhibitors may use bedding of choice so long as it is clean, and contained. All
clubs/chapters will be responsible for cleaning wash racks, aisles and tack

areas
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Beef

Discuss Super Beef Carcass Contest premiums.

Carcass Bedding

Should we raise prices to cover bedding that we supply?

Carcass Contests

Underweight animal options -- take home before being tagged, move to
lightweight class Ormove to carcass contest if weight is within carcass limits.

Check Distribution

A list of buyers/add-ons will be published within two weeks of the auction. This will give us
time to reconcile payments and forms that might be held up in the mail.

Check Distribution

We will hold checks until all required letters are received.

Checklist - Wristbands

Can we charge extra for wristbands that are not paid for by the entry deadline? If so, how
much?

Checklist- YQCA

Ages 9-19 only.

Clean Stall/Herdsmanship

When we say "aisles must remain clear" what do we mean?

Clean Stall/Herdsmanship

Add judging criteria: Animal cleanliness, comfort; animal fed and watered
properly; stall clean and unobstructed; aisle-tack clean, unobstructed;

stall/exhibitor cards displayed; educational display for public. Each criterion is

worth 5 points. Add wording about size of educational displays being

commensurate with the number of exhibitors/pens in the species. Size should

be atleast2’x2’, not8.5”x11”. Could educational displays be used for
bonus points instead of a requirement?

Code of Conduct

Each person wearing a wristband (exhibitor, parent, sibling or leader/advisor) will be required to
sign and submit a Code of Conduct form upon receipt of the wristband.
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Credit Card Fees

Credit card payments for most entries will be accepted through the online system or in the Fair
Office with a processing fee of 3%. You may also pay in person with cash, check, debit card at the
Fair Office, or you may send in your check to the address listed here.

Dairy Goats Fix Christa’s last name —Jennings with an “s”.

Dairy Goats Change show order to AOP, Registered Nigerian Dwarf, Recorded Grades,
LaMancha.

Dairy Goats Change ADGA Star Milker Content name to Milk Production Contest. Separate

classes for standard size does and Nigerian Dwarf does. Remove “and testing
session” from Milking Competition schedule

Educational Displays

Would like to change judging to Sunday afternoon to allow exhibitors to pick up
their displays and put them in the barns on Monday. Add rule stating exhibitors
may pick up their judged displays on Monday after XX time.

Educational Displays

Correct judging method - judged in Danish but guide shows American judging

Entries Add $20 fee for substitutions within divisions. Substitutions must be done on check-in day
and must be paid before show.
Horse Show Add classes and more detailed information to entry guide.

General Contests

List ALL contests that will take place during the fair in the entry guide.

Lightweight Animals

Options: see carcass contest above.
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Market/Breeding/Dairy

Add rule that says show arenas must be vacated within 15 minutes of the end of the show in
order to set up for shows that follow.

Missing Shows

Failure to appear for your market class will result in immediate disqualification. Disqualified
exhibitors and their animals must leave the fairgrounds within 24 hours.

Natural Fed Add requirement for a letter of intent that is to be emailed to livestock by date that is the
beginning of the restricted period.

Natural Fed Add organic goat or cow's milk to list of allowable consumables. Remove wording "Animal By
Products including" - just leave Blood Meal in list of not allowed consumables.

New Buyers Have the extended area exhibitors give us the name of 5 NEW buyers (not on a previous list of

our buyers) and we will follow up with them.

Official Uniforms

Dark blue, black or white jeans for 4-H.

PeeWee and Adult Showmanship

Change sign-up times.

Poultry Use same showmanship classes as other species: separate classes for FFA and 4-H.
Rabbits Use same showmanship classes as other species: separate classes for FFA and 4-H.
Rabbits Specify that all meat pens are terminal at auction.

RV Camping Add Camping Rules to printed entry guide.

RV Camping No unit with living space longer than 30 ft allowed.

Schedule Move Carcass Contest to Tuesday Night; move Pee Wee/Adult Showmanship to Thursday
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Sheep

Make color rule consistent with all such rules across species. Add that SCCF
is not responsible for tubing animals

Showmanship

FFA Novice - change to read "have not shown animal species prior to the Santa Cruz County
Fair." (Larrus)

Stall Cards

What is the minimum information we want? Does a single 8.5x11 sheet of exhibitors name
and animal info suffice?

Still Exhibits

All large animal exhibitors are required to enter a still in the Youth Department (we except a
large overhaul of Youth Department for 2026. Meat pen exhibitors are required to enter a still
but other poultry and/or rabbit exhibitors are not.

Supreme Showman

Consider changing award to something other than jacket.

Uniforms

Discuss 4-H hat situation. Remove headgear reference from FFA uniforms.

Use of Animals for Contests

9. Market, breeding and dairy animals may be used for the Judging Contest without express
permission of the exhibitor. Division leads will select market and breeding animals for Round
Robin without permission of the exhibitor. Dairy cattle and dairy goats will be selected in
consultation with exhibitors, provided the exhibitor is not a participant in Round Robin.
Animals that are unruly or may be difficult to manage will not be used. All efforts to notify
exhibitor prior to animal use will be made.
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