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From: Becky Steinbruner
To: Santacruzcountyfair Info; Don Dietrich; Cynthia Mazzei
Cc: Legal Cdfa; Francesconi
Subject: Re: Please Place Discussion on fair Board Agenda ore: Apparrent 14th DAA Support and Partnership with County Parks to Acquire 38-Acre 188

Whiting Road Property Adjacent to Fairgrounds
Date: Friday, October 14, 2022 11:58:11 PM

Dear Interim Manager Dietrich and Ms. Mazzei,
The letter below is not included in Correspondence for the October 25, 2022 Fair Board meeting.  Could you please make sure it
is included in the Board packets and on the website?

I would also like to include information that I have since received in responsive materials from a Public Records Act request with
the County of Santa Cruz.

According to an internal County Memo, there was a County-sponsored public outreach event held at the Ag History Project for the
South County Park promotion:

South County Parkland 
Community Engagement Results 
Two community engagement methods were utilized to gather public input on potential uses of future South County parkland. The
first method, an online survey, consisted of a ranking exercise in which respondents were asked to order five recreation features
and five agricultural features from 1 to 5 where 1 was considered the least preferred and five was considered the most preferred.
The survey was available in English and Spanish on the County’s NextDoor webpage as well as emailed to approximately 800
account holders within the County’s reservation system, ActiveNet. The survey was live for two weeks, from September 27th to
October 11th. A total of 71 surveys were completed, 69 in English and two in Spanish. 

The second engagement method occurred on Saturday, October 9, 2021, at the Agricultural History Project located
adjacent to the County Fairgrounds. Approximately 30 contacts were made as people talked with the project manager
and viewed the display boards. Thirteen participants placed dots on images they would prefer to have in a future South
County park. Write-in options were also encouraged. 

The 14th DAA Board really needs to have this topic on the regular agenda for public discussion and I hope that you will do so
soon.  It seems the Ag History Project leadership is actively participating in scoping the use of the new South County Park without
knowledge or approval of the Fair Board.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner

On Monday, September 26, 2022, 02:56:57 AM PDT, Becky Steinbruner <ki6tkb@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Santa Cruz County Fair Board,
I have recently requested that your Board place on your agenda the matter of a proposed new County Park at 188 Whiting Road,
adjacent to the 14th DAA fairgrounds for public discussion.  I have heard the County Parks Director testify to the Board of
Supervisors that the County Fairgrounds Manager and Ag History staff have endorsed a partnership for this land purchase and
would provide support of various means when the park is operational but am concerned that your Board may not know about
potential informal agreements that seemingly have been made.

Although I have not seen this as an item on recent Fair Board agendas, I did see a Memorandum to Fair Manager Dave
Kegebein, Ag. History CEO John Kegebein, and Fourth District County Supervisor dated June 14, 2021 to summarize a meeting
held  June 10, 2021 regarding this supportive relationship.

https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/images/stories/agenda/2021/08/8-24-21_Pages_19-49.pdf  (See page 47 of the agenda
packet) 

Mr. John Kegebein denied he has supported the park when I testified to your Board in June, 2022 that I had heard of such at a
County Board of Supervisor meeting.  I sent him the information below to explain why I felt the Ag History Project and 14th DAA
had already expressed support without the Fair Board's review.  He later said it did not bother him that such claims were made
publicly by County staff.

Once again, I urge your Board to place the proposed new County park purchase on your next agenda for public discussion and to
ascertain from Fair Manager Dave Kegebein and Ag History Project CEO John Kegebein what informal agreements, if any, they
have made with Santa Cruz County Parks Department Director Jeff Gaffney and County Supervisor Greg Caput.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

2

mailto:ki6tkb@yahoo.com
mailto:info@santacruzcountyfair.com
mailto:dietrich@santacruzcountyfair.com
mailto:cynthia@santacruzcountyfair.com
mailto:cdfa.legaloffice@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:mike.francesconi@cdfa.ca.gov
https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/images/stories/agenda/2021/08/8-24-21_Pages_19-49.pdf


Becky Steinbruner
PS..In the correpondence below, I was mistaken in that the speaker testifying before the Board of Supervisors was Director
Gaffney, not Public Works Director Machado.  
***************************

Becky Steinbruner <ki6tkb@yahoo.com>
To:John Kegebein
Cc:Don Dietrich,David Kegebein,Santacruzcountyfair Info,Becky Steinbruner

Sat, Jul 2 at 12:36 AM

Hi, John,
Thank you for taking time to talk with me last Tuesday after the Fair Board meeting about Ag History's support of the proposed new
40-acre park adjacent to the Fairgrounds.  You stated that you did not register any support on behalf of the Ag History Project  for
the new park when you met with County staff at the site last year.

The reason that I keep stating the Ag History Project and the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds have supported the new park
purchase is because that is what County Parks Director Jeff Gaffney said in his December 7, 2021 presentation to the County
Board of Supervisors, along with staff from County Public Works. (Item #12)

 You can hear for yourself what was publicly stated at minute 2:37:50 and 2:37:60, where Mr. Gaffney states the project has full
support of the County Fairgrounds and Ag History administrations, with references to a educational demonstration farm
associated at minute 23:38:20:
http://santacruzcountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/SplitView.aspx?
Mode=Video&MeetingID=1886&MinutesID=2049&FileFormat=doc&Format=Minutes&MediaFileFormat=mpeg4

You can also hear Mr. Gaffney state at minute 2:57:50 that there is bus service to the Fairgrounds that would allow kids to safely
access the new park and sports complex.  Although it is not true, with the exception of during Fair Time operations, it implies there
is Fairgrounds support for the park and there will be a bridge of some sort built to allow access to the new park from the
Fairgrounds.

This is further supported by Fairgrounds CEO Dave Kegebein's statement in the April 27, 2021 Fair Board Approved Minutes, in
the CEO Report on page 2:
https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/images/stories/agenda/2021/FAIR_2021_04_27_Board_MtgMins-APPROVED.pdf 
"...There would be access from the site to the fairgrounds which could provide additional parking for the fairgrounds and
utlities could be provided from the fairgrounds to the site, etc."

Further fairgrounds support for this partnership is stated in the December 7, 2021 staff report for Item #12 before the County Board
of Supervisors:

"Additionally, the Property has been strategically targeted to address emergency needs due, in part, to its adjoining property line
with the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds (Fairgrounds). The Fairgrounds are currently utilized as an emergency evacuation/staging
area for the County and the Property could offer additional unpaved temporary emergency oversized vehicle parking and
may provide a second emergency ingress/egress point to access the Fairgrounds. Additionally, the Fairgrounds are not
owned by the County and the County’s emergency use agreement related to this location is subject to finite terms. If the County is
not able to extend the emergency use contract following the termination of the existing agreement, the Property may be needed to
replace the loss of this existing emergency resource."
  http://santacruzcountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?
Frame=None&MeetingID=1886&MediaPosition=9175.670&ID=11497&CssClass=

The County Board of Supervisors placed funding the new park as #1 priority in their 2022 Legislative Priorities:
 SANTA CRUZ COUNTY PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE REQUESTS 

"SOUTH COUNTY PARK $2,600,000 for site acquisition, design, permitting and other needed services for a new South County
park facility. Options for the possible park include outdoor nature trails, watershed protection, outdoor recreational
options, agricultural heritage demonstrations, examples of climate resilient agriculture, improvement of natural areas/resources,
habitat restoration, neighborhood connectivity, and more."

This all fits together with the 2015 Ag History Project "Living History Farm Feasibility Report".  That 82-page document is attached
at the end of this message.

I did write to the Fair Board on December 8, 2021 about the new South County Park issue, asking for aresponse, but I got none. 
There was also no response to my two subsequent letters to the Board on December 14, 2021 and March 5, 2022.  All three letters
are copied below.

Maybe we could meet and discuss this new park issue sometime soon with County Parks Director Mr. Gaffney.  Please let
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me know if you are interested in doing that.

Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner
831-685-2915

Becky Steinbruner <ki6tkb@yahoo.com>
To:Don Dietrich,Dave Kegebein,Santacruzcountyfair Info
Cc:mike.francesconi@cdfa.ca.gov,Greg Caput,Samantha Diaz,Tony Gregorio,Ramon Gomez,Becky Steinbruner Hide

Sat, Mar 5 at 1:00 AM

Dear President Dietrich and Mr. Kegebein,
I am sending this to you because you are the new leadership for the Fair Board.  I have never received any response
to date, and the matter has not been publicly addressed as a Fair Board agenda item.

I continue to be concerned that there is an apparent push by the County of Santa Cruz to purchase this 40-acre
parcel, and to work in tandem with the 14th DAA for it's development and operation, but none of this is being publicly
discussed with and by the Fair Board.

While CEO reports may casually mention the possibility of the 40-acre new park, such as is included in the April 27,
2021 Fair Board minutes (page 2, CEO report), there is no significant presentation to the Board regarding any of the
findings established during recent on-site tours that have in fact occurred with County staff and 14th DAA
representatives, according to County staff.
https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/images/stories/agenda/2021/FAIR_2021_04_27_Board_MtgMins-
APPROVED.pdf

Please include my correspondence regarding this concern in the next Fair Board packet, and place this matter on the
next Board agenda with any and all documentation that is available and relevant.

One can see by the County Assessor database GIS map that the proposed park parcel (APN 051-042-01) at 188
Whiting Road immediately borders the 14th DAA fairgrounds: https://gis.santacruzcounty.us/gisweb/?APN=05104201

You can listen to the December 7, 2021 Board of Supervisor discussion about the Purchase Agreement during item
#12, at minute 2:33:00 here:
http://santacruzcountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/SplitView.aspx?
Mode=Video&MeetingID=1886&MinutesID=2049&FileFormat=doc&Format=Minutes&MediaFileFormat=mpeg4

The Supervisors had scheduled a to also hold a December 7, 2021 session with key representatives to discuss the
County's 2022 Legislative Priorities (Item #19), but the session was cancelled because not all could attend
(Congressman Jimmy Panetta, SenatorJohn  Laird, and Assemblymen Robert Rivas and Mark Stone).   However,
the Supervisors had planned to request special legislation to appropriate $2,600,000 for purchase of the proposed
new South County Park adjacent to the Fairgrounds(see "proposed legislative requests"):
http://santacruzcountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?
Frame=&MeetingID=1884&MediaPosition=&ID=11624&CssClass=

Note that the first priority Legislative Request is for $2,600,000 for acquisition of land for the new South County Park
that would offer agricultural heritage demonstrations, climate resilient agricultura, hiking trails, recreational
opportunities that would include multiple sports fields, and habitat conservation. 

The County is moving quickly on this new park and likely will depend on agreements with the 14th DAA for access
and operation.
 

Please acknowledge receipt of this message.  Thank you.

Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner
******

Hide original message

On Tuesday, December 14, 2021, 10:24:12 PM PST, Becky Steinbruner <ki6tkb@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Fair Board Leadership,
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I did not receive any acknowledgement of the message below, so am re-sending it and ask that it be included in the January
2022 Fair Board agenda packet as correspondence. 

 Please place this issue on the Fair Board January, 2022 agenda.  It appears that there have already been discussions between
the County of Santa Cruz and the 14 DAA.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner

On Wednesday, December 8, 2021, 09:44:56 AM PST, Becky Steinbruner <ki6tkb@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Mr. Kegebein and President Fontana,
I am writing to ask that the Fair Board agendize a public discussion regarding any agreements or proposed agreements
between the 14th DAA and the County of Santa Cruz regarding a proposed new Park adjacent to the fairgrounds property that
seemingly will rely on access from the fairgrounds property.

Yesterday, the County Board of Supervisors approved a 12-month Purchase Agreement with the owners of a large property.
located at 188 Whiting Road, adjacent to the 14th DAA fairgrounds. The County intends to create a large new sports complex
and educational agricultural area, as well as lease some of the land for agricultural production to generate income to support the
Park's operation.   The purchase price is $2,310,000.
http://santacruzcountyca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?
Frame=&MeetingID=1886&MediaPosition=&ID=11497&CssClass=

In his presentation, Director of Public Works Mr. Matt Machado, stated that the Ag History Project would have an active role in
the new Park and the educational aspects of the farming with local school children.  He stated Pajaro Valley Unified School
District is interested, as is the Ag History group at the Fairgrounds.

During public comment on the matter, I questioned the location of the proposed new Park because it is located so far from town,
and children would have to ride their bikes or walk on very busy and dangerous roadways to access the Park, or be driven
there, thus increasing local traffic and carbon emissions.  

In response, Mr. Machado stated that there is a bus stop at the Fairgrounds, so kids could take the bus to activies at the new
Park. 

 While that is true, there is no regular bus service to the Fairgounds except during the Santa Cruz County Fair.  Furthermore,
there is no access across the ravine that separates the Fairgounds and the proposed new Park.

What agreements has the 14th DAA made with the County regarding providing access to the proposed new Park?  What
agreements has the Fairgrounds Ag History Project made with the County?

Please place this issue on the next 14th DAA Board agenda for public discussion.  

Please acknowledge receipt of this message.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner
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From: Becky Steinbruner
To: Santacruzcountyfair Info; Don Dietrich; Cynthia Mazzei
Cc: Randy Crabtree; Sean Slay; Baghdassarian; michael.flores@cdfa.ca.gov; Francesconi; Kathy Diaz-Cretu
Subject: Re: Questioning Why Unsafe 14th DAA Livestock Barns Are Once Again Open to Public Access
Date: Saturday, October 15, 2022 12:02:55 AM

Dear Interim Fair Manager Dietrich and Ms. Mazzei,
My letter below has not been included in Correspondence listed for the October 25, 2022 Fair Board
agenda.  

Could you please include it in the 14th DAA Board packet and on the website?

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner

On Sunday, September 25, 2022, 10:19:36 PM PDT, Becky Steinbruner <ki6tkb@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Santa Cruz County Fair Board,
I enjoyed the 2022 Santa Cruz County Fair and was very happy to see the youth livestock exhibitors
safely and effectively sheltered under the large temporary tent in the livestock area adjacent to the
historic livestock barns.  

I noted the historic Mel McCandless Swine Barn and the goat/sheep barn were securely barricaded with
chainlink fence during the Fair to prevent public access to the barns deemed unstable and unsafe by the
California Construction Authority (CCA). 

However, last weekend when I visited the livestock barn areas during a very large event at the Ocean
Speedway on September 23/24, I was surprised to see that nearly all of the chainlink fence around the
historic livestock barns had been removed, and several gates were open to allow unlimited public access
to these barns.

Please see the attached photos taken on September 24, 2022 during the Ocean Speedway two-day
event, and those taken before the 2022 Fair opened, showing the exhibition tent and chainlink barricade
around the historic livestock barns.

Why did the fairgrounds staff spend the time and effort to remove the chainlink fence owned by
the 14th DAA, according to Fair Manager Dave Kegebein,  and once again allow uncontrolled
public access to these structures that have been deemed "unstable and unsafe" by the CCA
authorities?

Please discuss this hazard and public nuisance problem at the next 14th DAA Fair Board meeting and
direct Fair Manager Kegebein to re-instate the chainlink fence barricade to secure the historic livestock
barns, eliminating uncontrolled public access.

Please acknowledge receipt of this message.  Thank you.

Sincerely,
Becky Steinbruner
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