
Santa Cruz County Fair

Livestock
Entry Guide/Procedure Change Suggestions 10/24/2023

Item

Number Section Correction Change Discussed Status

1 Rabbits Primary Showmanship 5 to 8 years n/a done

2 Schedule Sunday date was wrong in 2022 Correct for 2023 n/a done

3 Receiving Schedule Allow all cattle to come in on Sunday, including dairy.  Dairy can still come 

in on Thursday.  (This is already in the receiving schedule).

4 Schedule Might need to add a pre-fair Sunday to the schedule for cattle and ed 

display receiving

5 Exhibitor Requirements Allow any still exhibit; baked goods must be accompanied by a recipe

6 Exhibitor Credentials Rework write up.  Need parents and leaders to enter name of person who 

will be wearing wristband -- modify online page for the division - use 

Description field to collect names.

7 RV Camping Have fees on entry form only, not in rules section

8 RV Camping Make sure all times for Sunday check-in are in sync in rules and on form.

9 RV Camping Dogs allowed in camping area?  Service dogs -ok.

10 General Rules Stall signs - should have specific information required on them.  No 

sponsors allowed on signs.

11 General Rules No dogs in livestock area (service dogs ok).  This rule is for livestock area.  

Does that include camping? 

12 General Rules Add extended area lottery rules for auction animals.

13 Penning Priorities Move Carcass above feeders and breeders

14 Penning Priorities Remove extended area - new lottery process obviates this

15 Official Uniform Boots required for cattle and round robin.

16 Natural Fed Require segregation of animals when one is natural fed and others are not

17 Natural Fed No separate class - identify on market entry

18 Bred & Fed No separate class - identify on market entry

19 Bred & Fed Require bred & fed form in place of bill of sale

20 Extended Area Beef Allow a total of ten entries from Santa Clara/San Mateo counties.

21 Beef Clarify what can and can't be used to fit the animals.

22 Dairy Cattle Add Summer Yearling class (see breeding beef)

23 Dairy Goats Eliminate Alpine as a separate breed division - they can be shown in AOP 

division.

24 Dairy Goats Wet navel kids must be entered (kids born between 8/1 and fair start).  

Late entry allowed on check-in day.  No entry fees should be charged.

25 Pygmy Goats Question whether this show should be continued.  No tri-county exhibitors 

have entered for last two fairs.

26 Showmanship Require for all large animal exhibitors.

27 Round Robin Remove "no whips are allowed" 

since this was changed for swine in 

2022.

Might change equipment requirement.  

28 Round Robin Add to rules that punching or beating animals is not allowed.  Also 

announce this during mandatory Monday meeting.

29 Round Robin Have enough equipment for all participants. We have a sponsor for 

this

30 Pee Wee Showmanship Add when sign-ups are open - Wed, 8 am  to 2 pm (later?)
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31 Clean Stall Independent exhibitors -- how to judge them - should they be grouped with 

a club?

32 Livestock Judging Move sign-up time?  

33 Educational Displays Remove Division ED010 - 4-H/FFA Clubs/Chapters.  No entries for at least 3 

years.

34 Carcass Contest Increase beef entry fee.  $300 does not cover trucking, kill and return.

Changes Added after Livestock Meeting on November 2

35 Poultry Department Add educational display division.

36 Poultry Department Add egg judging

37 Educational Displays Change judging time to Tuesday morning.

38 Clean Stall Judging should take into account the size of the club/org being judged and 

the location of the pop-up tents used.

39 Code of Conduct Include prohibition of alcohol use in all barns.

40 Round Robin Include in rules that parents and spectators are not to communicate with 

participants -- current rule implies this but doesn't specifically say parents.



Santa Cruz County Fair

Livestock
Entry Guide/Procedure Change Suggestions 10/24/2023

Section/Area Suggestion Discussed Status

S1 Auction Pictures need to be taken after auction or after market shows

S2 Auction Heritage Hog should be moved to end of hogs

S3 Auction Water down arena prior to auction

S4 Auction Put all champions, regardless of species, in middle of show

S5 Auction Mix species through entire auction

S6 Auction Need Fairgrounds Foundation people in attendance, especially for Heritage 

Hog

S7 Auction Dinner tickets should be available for auction helpers and sponsors

S8 Auction Have a table with own wifi to run credit cards (must be coordinated with 

main office)

S9 Auction Would like to have cut sheet samples for Freedom and Corralitos to give to 

buyers.

S10 Auction Need live pick-up instructions for rabbits and chickens.

S11 Check-In/Load-In Assign tack spaces for sheep/goats/hogs (depends on barn situation)

S12 Check-In/Load-In Limit size of pop-ups to 10x10 per club per species.

S13 Check-In/Load-In Have pre-printed stall signs.  

S14 Educational Displays Judge on Tuesday and not on weigh-in day.  (Alternative:  receive and judge 

on Sunday so exhibitors can display posters over pens.)

S15 Livestock Judging Move to 3:00 pm so auction stage can be set up earlier.

S16 Livestock Judging Need more helpers - including group leaders who can run completed cards 

to the office

S17 Load-Out Need new/improved hog chute

S18 YQCA Certification # and expiration date on Exhibitor Eligibility Form instead of online

S19 Poultry Meat Pens Include YQCA requirement

S20 Rabbit Meat Pens Include YQCA requirement

Suggestions Added after Livestock Meeting on November 2

S21 Add Small Animal Round Robin

S22 Add Knowledge Bowls Add for Avian (Poultry) first, look to expand to other species.

S23 Code of Conduct Change way forms are collected; maybe not have them uploaded, but them 

all signed before the wristbands are distributed on Monday night.

S24 Auction Feed buyers during the auction.  Have grab-n-go snacks available just 

outside the arena.

S25 General Allow feed stores to sell goods off trucks each morning.

S26 Round Robin Need more help in the ring to handle wild or loose animals.

Suggestions for procedural/operational changes


