PRIMARY & YOUTH DEPARTMENT
Department #230 & #232
Robin Turnquist-Department Head
(831)234-6666
Emily Casterson — Co-Chair
Laura Elston — Co-Chair
J.1. Crosetti Building

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara,
San Mateo, and Monterey
counties

Non-perishable: Sept. 6, 2026
Perishable food: Sept. 12, 2026

ENTRY CLOSING DATE:

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING | Non-perishable: Aug. 27, 2026
Perishable food: Sept. 10, 2026

ENTRY FEE: NONE

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm,
Sunday August 30 12pm-5pm.
Saturday Sept. 5, 9am-5pm,
Sunday Sept. 6, 12pm-5pm.
Saturday Sept. 12, 9am-12pm.
Please see Receiving dates on
page 8 of this guide for more
information.

ENTRY FORM: Page 5

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to
6pm

The Fair is NOT responsible for
items left after 6pm.

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish

Primary & Youth Department includes five (5)
categories:

e Baked Goods & Confections

e Preserved Foods

e Clothing & Textiles

e Quilts

e Arts & Crafts

All General Rules which appear here will apply to

all categories in Primary & Youth Department.

e All entries must be made or produced within one year of
opening day of Fair.

e All entry forms and entries will be accepted up to and
including receiving days. Online entries are highly
encouraged to facilitate receiving.

¢ Exhibitors are limited to two (2) kinds, varieties or
types per class. No exceptions or duplicates.

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS

Ribbon for 1st, 2", and 3" place

Rosettes for specials will receive a premium of $10 (age must
be 9 or older)

DEPARTMENT NUMBER 230

YOUTH (ages 9 to 17)
. Age is determined by your age on January 1, 2026
o BE SURE TO INCLUDE AGE

DEPARTMENT NUMBER 232

PRIMARY (ages 5 to 8)
. Age is determined by your age on January 1, 2026
. BE SURE TO INCLUDE AGE

All exhibitors will use the same division and class
numbers.

Baked Goods & Confections

Notes:

e  For the Preserved Foods and Baked Goods & Confections
categories, entries are to be prepared at home.

e  Bring all entries (except for pies) on heavy disposable
plates - only.

e No whipped cream, cream puffs, or pudding.

Division: 105 Non-Yeast Loaf
Class: Whole Loaf

1. Banana Nut Bread

Carrot Bread

Coffee Cake

Gingerbread

Lemon Bread

Pumpkin Bread

Zucchini Bread

Any Other Non-Yeast (specify)
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Division: 110 Non-Yeast - Non-Loaf
Class: 2 Dozen (6)

1. Biscuits
2. Muffins
3. Scones
4. Any other Non-Yeast (specify)

Division: 115 Yeast Loaf
Class: Whole Loaf

1. Sourdough

2.  White

3. Whole Wheat

4. Any Other (specify)

Division: 120 Yeast Non-Loaf
Class: 2> dozen (6

1. Buns

2. Cinnamon Rolls

3. Rolls

4. Any Other (specify)
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Division: 130 Cakes Division: 160 Pastries

Class: > Cake Class: 2 dozen (6)
1. Carrot 1. Danish
2. Chocolate 2. Empanadas
3. Lemon 3. Fruit Pastry
4. Pound 4.  Fruit Strudel
5. White 5. Puff Pastry
6. Any Other (specify) 6. Any Other (specify)
Division: 135 Cheesecakes Division: 165 Confections
Class: Whole Cake Class: 6 pieces or /2 pound
1. Fruit 1. Brittle
2. New York 2. Caramels
3.  Pumpkin 3. Chocolate, dipped
4. Savory 4. Filled Chocolate Candy
5. Any Other (specify) 5. Fudge
6. Hard Candy
Division: 140 Cupcakes 7. Rocky Road
Class: 2 dozen (6) 8. Toffee
1. Chocolate 9. Truffles
2. Cake Pops 10. Any Other (specify)
3.  White
4. Yellow Division: 170 Special Diet
5. Any Other (specify) Class: Whole loaf, cake or pie OR 2 dozen (6)
1. Flourless
Division: 145 Decorated Cakes 2. Low Fat
e Cake may be a dummy. Styrofoam or cardboard may be 3. Low Sodium
usEq prgvtiged thhe t::,hli:!pe is one which could reasonably be 4. Low Sugar
achieved throu aking.
o Al decorationsgmust begedible except candles, candle 2 zugar Zret:e titut
holders or figurines. - Sugar substitute
e Secure all decorations firmly. 7. Vegan
o Items will be judged on decoration only (there will be no 8. Gluten Free (specify)
tasting). 9. Any Other (specify)

e  Cookies must be handmade.
Class: 1 whole item

1. Decorated Cake

2. Gingerbread house

3. Any other item (specify)

Division: 150 Cookies
Class: 2 dozen (6)
1. Bar
Biscotti
Brownie
Chocolate
Fruit Bar
Ginger
Shortbread Cookie
Lemon 7
Macaroons TS e R s s
. Molasses Tt ; ol
. Oatmeal
. Peanut Butter
. Shaped & Pressed
. Sugar
. Any Other (specify)
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Preserved Foods

SPECIAL INFORMATION

e Jar label must list the type of product (fruit, vegetable,
preserves, etc.) and the method or process used (Water-
bath or pressure canning or drying).

e Low acid foods must be canned under pressure. Dried

products should be wrapped in clear plastic or sealed jars.
¢ No paraffin seals. All canning exhibits must be sealed jars.

e An exhibit consists of two jars, containers or packages
except jerky (6 strips), dried fruit (6 to 8 pieces), or an
education display or poster. Jars or containers must be
standard sizes - one for exhibiting and one to be opened
for tasting.

PLEASE LEAVE RING ON JAR.

Division: 245 Jams

Standard Clear Glass Jars — 1/4 pint to 1 pint
Class:

1. Apricot

Blackberry

Mixed Fruit - 2 Fruits (specify)
Olallieberry

Peach

Pear

Plum

Raspberry

. Strawberry

10. Any Other (specify)
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Division: 260 Butters, Conserves & Marmalade
Standard Clear Glass Jars — 1/4 pint to 1 pint

Class:

1. Butter (specify)

2. Conserves (specify)

3. Marmalade (specify)

4. Any Other (specify)

Clothing & Textiles

Notes:

e Exhibits must be adequately and correctly labeled, clean,
and pressed and must not show excessive wear. If pet
hair or smoke odor is present, exhibit will not be judged.

e Items which have been shown at any previous Santa Cruz
County Fair are not eligible.

Division: 305 Sewing

Class:

1. Accessories

2. Costumes

3. Doll Clothes

4. Fair Theme

5. Any Other (specify)

Note: Needle Arts, Divisions 310 — 335, are for hand knitted,
crocheted, tatted, crewel, surface embroidery, needlepoint,

counted cross stitch, machine knitted, machine embroidered,
embellished work, ribbon embroidery, lace styles and
techniques.

ENTRIES ARE JUDGED PRIMARILY ON THEIR
NEEDLEWORK.

**Please provide a note explaining variety of yarn (wool,
acrylic, etc.), and the technique used with your entry.

Division: 310 Knitting

Class:

1. Accessory (hat, scarf, purse, mittens, fingerless mittens,
etc.)

Shawl

Holiday theme (specify)

Fair Theme, any item (specify)

Any Other (specify)**
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Division: 315 Crochet

Class:

1. Afghan

Accessory (hat, scarf, purse, etc.)
Exhibitor's original design (specify)**
Holiday theme (specify)**

Fair theme (specify)**

Any Other (specify)**
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Division: 325 Embroidery
Class:

1. Framed embroidery, gold work, stump work, etc. (specify)

2. Not Framed Embroidery, gold work, stump work, etc.
(including pillows, tablecloths, pillow cases, etc.)

3. Any Other — Tamari balls, machine embroidery, ribbon
embroidery, etc. (specify)

Quilts

Notes:

e  Quilt Definition: A quilt consists of three layers—a fabric
top, a fabric back, and a soft material between. These
layers are held together with either patterned hand
stitches or patterned machine stitching that pierce all
three layers.

e All work must be done by exhibitor(s) ONLY and
completed between 2025-2026.

e Quilts must be in good condition, clean, free from pet hair,
dirt, smoke or other odors or it will not be judged.

DIVISION: 350 — Quilts

Class:

1. Hand quilted

2. Pieced quilt

3. Applique

4. Kit quilt

5. Any other (specify)
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Arts & Crafts
DIVISION: 405 — Ceramics
Class:

1. Animals

2. Containers

3. Figurines

4. Home Decor

5. Fair Theme

6. Any Other (specify)

DIVISION: 410 — Pottery

Class:

1. Bowl

2. Dinnerware

3. Vase

4. Fair Theme

5. Any Other (specify)
DIVISION: 415 — Natural Media
Class:

1. Basket

2. Center piece

3. Dry Arrangement
4. Wreath

5. Fair Theme

6. Any Other (specify)

DIVISION: 420 — Wood

All Wood entries must contain at least 90% wood
Class:

1. Bird House

Bowl

Box

Cutting Board

Game Board

Hand Carved

Jewelry Box

Picture Frame

. Toy

10. Kits which make any wood item
11. Fair Theme

12. Any Other (specify)

©ONOU S WN

DIVISION: 425 — Metal

Limits: Size — 2" x 2" x 4’; Weight — 50 pounds
Class:

1. Indoor Use Item

2. Outdoor Use Item

3. Fair Theme

4. Any Other (specify)

DIVISION: 435 — Toys and Animals
Class:

1. Animals, stuffed

2. Blocks, stuffed

3. Fair Theme

4. Any Other (specify)

DIVISION: 440 — Jewelry
Class:

1. Bracelet

Earrings

Necklace

Pendant

Pins

Fair Theme

Any Other jewelry item

NouhkwnN

DIVISION: 445 — Holiday Decorations
Class:

1. Tree Ornaments

Mantle Decoration

Tablecloth

Table Decoration

Wreaths

Any Other (specify)

ok wn

DIVISION: 450 — Decorative Painting

Decorative painting is a diverse art form. A variety of
techniques may be used to decorate, both functional and
decorative surfaces, including wood, tin, fabric, ceramics and
canvas. The use of patterns and freehand design are allowed.
Class:

1. Animal & Birds

Flowers

Fruits & Vegetables

Holiday Theme

Landscapes

People

Fair Theme

Any Other (specify)

O N kW

DIVISION: 455 — Rubber Stamping

All images and lettering must be hand stamped. No
mechanical reproductions of images. Any variety of
techniques, media and embellishments may be used. No
stickers or decals.

Class:
1. Stationary
2. Fair Theme

3. Any Other (specify)

DIVISION: 460 — Scrapbooks

Class:

1. Book

2. Themed Pages, individual
3. Fair Theme

4. Any Other (specify)
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DIVISION: 465 — Mosaics

YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

Class:

l.aslfurniture 4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Grange Youth, Boys & Girls
2. Mirrors Clubs & Santa Cruz County School Exhibitors

3. Stepping Stone Robin Turnquist

4. Fair Theme (831) 234-6666

5. Any Other (specify) Emily Casterson — Co-Chair

DIVISION: 470 — Recycled

Laura Elston — Co-Chair
J.J. Crosetti Building

Class:

1. Decorative AREA: All 4-H clubs and organized

2. Denim youth groups located in Santa

3.  Furnit Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, San
- rurniture Mateo and Santa Clara

4. Wearable Counties.

5. Fair Theme ENTRY CLOSING DATE: Non-Perishable entries: Sept. 6,

6. Any Other (specify) 2026

Perishable entries, Foods,
agriculture, & live floral

DIVISION: 475 — Duct Tape arrangements: Sept. 12, 2026

Class: ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING | Non-Perishable entries: Aug. 27,
1. Decorative 2026 _
2. Original Desidns Perishable entries, Foods,

' 9 9 agriculture, & live floral
3. Purse & Wallet arrangements: Sept. 10, 2026
4. Wearable ENTRY FEE: NONE
5. Fair Theme RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm,
6. Any Other (specify) Sunday August 30 12pm-5pm.

Saturday Sept. 5, 9am-5pm,
Sunday Sept. 6, 12pm-5pm.
Saturday Sept. 12, 9am-12pm.
Please see Receiving dates on
page 8 of this guide for more

DIVISION: 480 — Soaps & Lotions
NOTE: For bar soap please submit 2 identical bars per entry.

Class: information.

1. Bar Soap ENTRY FORM: Page 5

2. Granulated Soap RELEASE DATE: Monday Sept. 21, 11am - 6pm
3. Liquid Soap The Fair is NOT responsible for
4. Liquid Lotion item_sr']eft after 6pm.

5. Any Other (Specify) SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danis

NOTE: For Monterey County Fair exhibitors

DIVISION: 485 — Leather
Class:
1. Book Cover

Non-Perishable Entries due date is:
Tuesday, September 8, 2026, 3pm-5pm.

2. Hair Accessory

i' u/ousertl)?ld Perishable Entries due date is:
) gara € Saturday, September 12, 2026, 9am-12pm

5. Fair Theme

6. Any Other (specify) Questions? Call Robin at 831-234-6666

DIVISION: 490 — Miscellaneous RULES:

Class: « No riding toys (bikes, skateboards, scooters, roller blades,

1. Bedazzled item etc.)

2. Box e Fair rules and safety must be obeyed at all times.

3. Mobile e Shoes must be worn at all times.

4. Origami e Adults must help members operate electrical tools

5. Papier Mache ¢ Entries may come from projects completed through clubs,
' . . L school, home or other areas of creativity.

6. Fair Theme, not entered in other divisions o All entries not fair ready or not following class rules will not

7. Camp Crafts receive a ribbon.

8. Any Other (specify) « Entries must be made or produced within one (1) year of

opening day of Fair.
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