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Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds 

2601 East Lake Avenue 

Watsonville, CA  95076 
 

Check out our website at 

www.santacruzcountyfair.com 

for schedules, entry guides, online entries and 

more! 
 

Main Fair Office 

831-724-5671 

info@santacruzcountyfair.com 
 

California State Officials 

Gavin Newsom, Governor 

Karen Ross, Secretary, Dept. of Food & 

Agriculture 

John Laird, Senator, 17th District 

Robert Rivas, Assembly Member, 29th District, 

Speaker of the Assembly 

Gail Pellerin, Assembly Member, 28th District 

Dawn Addis, Assembly Member, 30th District 
 

14th District Agricultural Association 
 

  Board of Directors 

 Rachel Wells, President 

 Dana McRae, Vice President 

 Tony Campos, Director 

 Lupe Flores, Director 

 Stephanie Fontana, Director 

 Jody Kolbach, Director 
 

  Fair Management 

 Dori Rose Inda, CEO 
 

 

“Apple Pies and 

Starry Skies” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fair Hours 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 16   -12 Noon to 11:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 17       -12 Noon to 11:00 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 18           -12 Noon to 11:00 p.m. 

Saturday, Sep. 19         -10 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 20         - 10 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 

Special Admission Days 

 

   Wednesday, September 16 

 All admissions             $2.50 

 Veterans Day (with ID)         FREE 

 

   Thursday, September 17 

 Kids Day – 12 & under                  FREE 

 Education Day – 9AM - 12 PM 

 Must pre-order tickets for Education Day 

 

Admission 

 
Senior Adults 62 years old & over-         $13.00 
Adults and Youth 13 to 61 years old -    $20.00 
Youth 6 to 12 years old -           $10.00 
Youth 5 and under -      FREE 
Active Military with ID –      FREE 
Parking -              $10.00 
Carpool Parking (with 5 or more people in the car)    FREE 
 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
mailto:info@santacruzcountyfair.com
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Santa Cruz County Fair 
 

Online Entries: 
 
We use the ShoWorks online entry system. Submitting your entries online will save you time on 
receiving day and help us display your items in our exhibit areas in the best way possible. We 
encourage you to use the system. And you can pay any entry fees by credit card online! If you prefer 
to use paper entry forms, they can be found in the entry guide. Some departments accept walk-in 
entries on receiving day - check the department entry guide. 
 
There is also an Ap for that! Look for ShoWorks Passport 
 
We have a single-entry point for all departments: https://santacruz.fairwire.com 
 

Quick Tips! 
 
Register - The first time you use the system, click on the blue button (Sign In) in the upper right 
corner of the page to create an exhibitor account using your name, address, email address, etc. 
Youth exhibitors are asked to enter birth date, age. Everyone will need to create an account each 
year, unless you set up a Passport account. By setting up a Passport Account this will save your 
login information for future years and link All you past years entries. 

 
 

Once your account is created, you will be able to use the username and password you created each 
time you visit the system.  
Use the blue buttons in the middle of the page to move to each step. 
 
Entries - Find the department, division and class that you wish to enter. Departments are listed 
alphabetically with some departments broken into categories (e.g., Home Arts and Agriculture 
Horticulture.) Fill in the required fields, marked by blue asterisk (*), and any optional fields that are 
needed to describe your entry. Youth and livestock exhibitors are asked to enter their birth date and 
club/chapter (if applicable). 
 
Review - Take a look at the entries you have made and make sure they are correct. You may change 
or delete entries at this point. Any entry fees due will be shown here. You can go back and add more 
entries or Check Out. 
 
 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
https://santacruz.fairwire.com/
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Confirm - You will be asked to acknowledge and abide by Fair rules by typing “Yes” in the box 
shown. Once you have done this, click on the Submit button. 

Pay - If you owe entry or other fees, you will be able to pay with your Visa or MasterCard credit card 
in the online system. If you choose not to pay online, please follow the instructions on your 
confirmation email. Checks may be mailed or dropped off at the Fairgrounds Office during business 
hours. Credit card payments online or by phone (831-724-5671) or in person at the Fairgrounds. 
Include your confirmation ID on all payments. 

Finish - You’re almost done! A confirmation of your entries will be displayed.  A copy will be sent to 

the email address you supplied when you registered. If your entry requires document upload, you will 

be prompted here. 

Sign Out using the blue button in the upper right corner of the page. 

You may go back into the system at any time until online entries are closed. 

 Business Hours: 9 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday Problems or questions? 
Call 831-724-5671 or send email to info@santacruzcountyfair.com for general questions 

Or 
santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com for livestock questions 

How to Enter “Paper Entries”: 

Find the area of your interest in the entry guide(s) and check the deadlines and dates. 

Read each department’s rules and regulations.  Double-check deadlines, receiving dates and other information 

Find entry form on the next page of this guide. Fill out completely. Mail to Fairgrounds or bring to 

Administration Office before deadline with fees (if applicable). Use separate forms for each exhibitor. 

Most entry forms can be brought with entries on receiving date - check your department! 

Class: 

• Adult classes for individuals 18 years of age and older.

• Youth classes for individuals under 18 years of age.

• 4-H, FFA, Grange or Independent Youth vary by department.

Photocopies of entry forms are accepted and encouraged. Additional copies of entry forms are available at 

www.santacruzcountyfair.com 

All classes and divisions will be judged by the American system and/or the Danish system. 

• American: The judging process to rank exhibits against one another and award one first place, one

second, etc.

• Danish: The judging process to compare each exhibit on its own merit against the scorecard or

recognized standard and award as many first places, etc. as merited.

All entries must be picked up on Monday Sept. 21st 11am to 6pm. 

The Santa Cruz County Fair is committed to fair and accessible participation for all exhibitors. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation related to an exhibit pick-up date or deadline due to disability, religious observance, or other legally protected 
need, please contact the Fair Office at (831) 724-5671 and we will work with you to identify an appropriate accommodation.

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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2026 Santa Cruz County Fair 
Official Entry Guide 
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Note: These page numbers are printed on the outer edge of 

the page in the printed Entry Guide. Some Departments have 

internal page numbers that may appear in other locations on 

the page. 

We encourage you to use the online entry system or submit 

your entry forms by the dates listed in each department.  

Some departments will accept entries on their receiving days - 

check department information for details. 

This entry guide is available for download on our website: 

www.santacruzcountyfair.com 

Santa Cruz County Fair 

Local Rules 

1. Santa Cruz County Fair will open its gates to the public on
September 16, 2026, and close its gates to the public on
September 20, 2026.

2. The Santa Cruz County Fair reserves to its management
the final and absolute right to interpret all rules and
regulations in this entry guide, and arbitrarily settle and
determine all matters, questions and differences in regard
thereto or otherwise arising out of, connected with, or
incident to the Fair. Management reserves the right to
amend or add to these rules as they, in their judgment,
may deem advisable.

3. Please carefully read all the rules and regulations that
pertain to your entry department.

4. Management reserves the right to limit entries according
to space available and to eliminate classes if insufficient
entries are received.

5. State Rules, Health Rules and Score Cards for judging as
prescribed by the Division of Fairs and Expositions apply
to all entries of this Fair. A copy of the State Rules may be
obtained at the local Fair Office, on our website or from
the Division of Fairs and Expositions website. Questions
can be answered by contacting the Fair Office at 2601
East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA  95076, or call (831)
724-5671. Submit entry forms as early as possible to
ensure space for your exhibit. Official entry forms are
available online: www.santacruzcountyfair.com. Office
hours are 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
No refunds will be given to exhibitors or organizations.

6. PAYMENT OF FEES: Online entry fees shall be paid by
credit card only (3% processing fee). Paper entry forms
(still/non-livestock only) fees may be paid with cash or
personal or business check. Santa Cruz County Fair policy
for bounced checks: $25.00 service fee per check plus all
bank fees will be added to the amount of the bounced
check. Entries will not be accepted until ALL fees are paid.
SCCF reserves the right to refuse payment from accounts
with bad credit history.

7. ALL ENTRY FORMS must contain correct names, mailing
address (with proper zip code), telephone number, and,
for Junior entries, the age of the exhibitor. Paper Entry
Forms (still/non-livestock only) must be postmarked on or
before midnight for designated dates and times. ONLY
U.S. POSTMARKS ACCEPTED. Office staff will answer any

questions you may have regarding your online entry.

8. All drapes, hangings, curtains, drops and all other
decorative materials that would tend to increase fire and
panic hazards shall be made from non-flammable material
or shall be treated and maintained in a flame-retardant
condition by means of a flame-retardant solution or
process approved by the State Fire Marshal, as set forth in
Sub Chapter 8, Chapter 1, Title 19, CAC. Exit doors, exit
lights, fire alarm sending stations, wet standpipe hose

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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cabinets and fire extinguishers shall not be concealed or 
obstructed by any decorative material. 

9. Exhibitors of animals, machinery in motion and other

exhibits that might cause accidents, injury or damage to
people coming in contact with them shall guard their
exhibits and protect the public. Every such exhibitor shall
indemnify the 14th District Agriculture Association from
and against all claims and demands, costs, charges and
expenses which it may incur, suffer or be put to, by
reason of any accident or of any person being injured or
suffering damages.

10. As a consideration of their exhibits or participation in
events on Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds the exhibitor
holds harmless the U.S. Government or other parties from
which the Fair leases ground from any and all claims or
demands of any kind or nature which may be incurred
directly by reason of such exhibits or participation
including any and all claims or demands of their agents,
servants and employees, or spectators of such exhibits or
events.

11. Neither the Fair Management nor Departments will be
responsible for unclaimed articles. All Articles must be
picked up by 6pm on the Monday after the close of Fair.
All precautions will be taken during the Fair to protest
entries, but no liability for loss or damage from any cause
can be assumed by the Department or Fair Management.

12. No sign larger than 14” x 20” may be placed on or at any
exhibit, nor shall any advertising be posted at exhibits
without permission of Fair Management.

13. Local divisions are open only to legal residents or
producers from Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties unless otherwise indicated.

14. Extended divisions include entries from California.

15. Judge(s) shall award placing according to merit; and/or
without merit, judge(s) shall make no award under any
circumstances. This rule applies whether there are one or
more entries in the class. See State Rule II, Judging (1-7).

16. Entries cannot be entered in “Any Other” classification if
there is a Division and Class for the specific item.

17. Exhibits must be adequately and correctly labeled unless
otherwise instructed by the rules of the Department,
Division or Class.

18. Items which have been shown/displayed at a previous
Santa Cruz County Fair are not eligible for competition.

19. Without exception, no exhibit shall be released until the
time and date specified in each section of the Entry Guide.
All entries are to be picked up at the building or area
where it was displayed, and the owner must present the
claim check to the Building Clerk. No exception to this rule
will be allowed without written permission from the
Management of the Santa Cruz County Fair prior to the
starting Fair date. Any exhibitor who removes his/her

exhibit before the release date will have his/her premium 
monies (if any) withheld by Management. 

20. AWARDS: Ribbons will be available at the time of release

of the exhibit. Premium checks less than or equal to $100
will be available for pick-up in the Fair Office at the time of
release of the exhibit. Premiums checks over $100 will be
mailed to the exhibitor according to the address provided
on the online entry or form. $50.00 will be charged for all
replacement checks. All checks must be cashed within
90 days. NO checks will be issued after 90 days.
Livestock premium checks will be presented to exhibitors
on the date assigned by the Fair. Premium awards and
auction payments will be paid only as recorded on the
signed judging sheet and/or Junior Livestock Auction sales
records and only to the exhibitor. See Livestock Rules for
more information.

21. Upon signature and submittal of paper entry form or upon
submittal of online entries, exhibitors and their agents,
parents and leaders acknowledge that:

a) They understand the State Rules and local Fair rules.
b) They agree to abide by these rules.
c) They certify that all information on the form is true and

accurate.
d) They agree to comply with the fair’s decision regarding

any violation of state or local rules.
e) If it is determined there has been unethical treatment or

animals or violation of state or federal regulations or of
state or local fair drug policy rules, exhibitor’s names will
be forwarded to Fairs & Expositions as well as given to the
Network of California fairs and to appropriate government
agencies.

f) All entries must be picked up by 6pm on the
Monday after the close of Fair, no entries will be
saved or stored.

2026 State Rules for California Fairs 

The 2026 State Rules for California Fairs apply to all 

competitive exhibits conducted by district, citrus and county 

fairs in the State of California. Fairs may create “local rules”, 

presented here, that may be stricter than the State Rules but 

that may not circumvent the State Rules. The complete State 

Rules for 2026 are online at: 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/FairsAndExpositions/Documents/Circu

lar_Letters/2026/2026_State_Rules_for_California_Fairs.pdf 

Protests will be considered only if there has been a violation of 

state or Local Rules that have not been enforced. Decisions of 

judges, veterinarians, weighmasters, breed callers, tail dock 

officials and timers cannot be protested and are final. All 

protests must be presented to Fair Management (CEO) within 

24 hours of the alleged violation, or 24 hours after the results 

are available to the public of exhibits judged pre-Fair. Protests 

must be accompanied by a $500 deposit (cash, money order or 

certified check) which will be returned only if the protest is 

determined valid. Protests shall be adjudicated by Fair 

Management and/or members of the Board of Directors. 

Violations of State Rules may be appealed to Fairs and 

Expositions.

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/FairsAndExpositions/Documents/Circular_Letters/2026/2026_State_Rules_for_California_Fairs.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/FairsAndExpositions/Documents/Circular_Letters/2026/2026_State_Rules_for_California_Fairs.pdf
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RECEIVING DATES PER DEPARTMENT 

Department: Location: Division: Times: Online Entry 

Close: 

Ag. Hort Harvest Building Giant Pumpkins Sunday, Sept. 13:       9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026 

  All Other Entries Sunday, Sept. 13:      12 pm-5pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Amateur Wine Various Locations 
 
Heritage Hall 

All Entries, July 1-22 Fairgrounds main office: 
Monday-Friday 9am-4pm 
Wargin Wines: 
Wed. 1:00–5:00PM, 
Thurs.-Fri. 1:00-6:00PM, 
Sat.-Sun. 12:00-6:00PM. 
Ancora Vino: 
Mon./Tues./Wed./Sat. 12pm-
7pm, 
Thurs.-Fri. 12:00-8:00PM, 
Sun. 12:00–5:00PM 

July 22, 2026 

Apple Pie Contest Paddy Smith Park Entry forms due Sept. 2 Wednesday, Sept. 16: 8am-
10:30am 

Sept. 2, 2026 

Collections & Hobbies J.J. Crosetti Building All Entries Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

Dipper Derby Main Stage  All Entries Saturday, Sept. 19:       12:30pm Sept. 17, 2026 

Education J.J. Crosetti Building Creative School Panel By Appointment  

FFA J.J. Crosetti Building  
Agricultural Mechanics 
AG Science 

Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 5:        9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 6:         12pm-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

  Perishables food Saturday, Sept. 12:     9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026 

   

Feature Booth workday 
 
(Booth judging Sept. 13, 10am-
1pm) 

Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 5:        9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 6:         12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 12:       9am-5pm 

 

Fine Arts Fine Arts Building All Entries Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:         9am-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

Floriculture Floriculture Building Adult Arrangements Tuesday, Sept. 15:       9am-5pm Sept. 10, 2026 

  FFA Youth Arrangements Tuesday, Sept. 15:       9am-5pm Sept. 10, 2026 

   
 
 

Adult outdoor Gardens 
(workdays) 

Saturday, Sept. 5:        9am-7pm 
Sunday, Sept. 6:          9am-7pm 
Monday, Sept. 7:          9am-7pm 
Tuesday, Sept. 8:         9am-7pm 
Wednesday, Sept. 9:     9am-7pm 
Thursday., Sept. 10:     9am-7pm 
Friday, Sept.11            9am-7pm 
Saturday, Sept. 12:       9am-7pm 
Sunday, Sept. 13:         9am-7pm 
Monday, Sept. 14:        9am-7pm 

 

  Collections & Container 
Gardens 

Saturday, Sept. 12:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 13:         9am-5pm 
Monday, Sept. 14:        9am-5pm 

Sept. 10, 2026 

  Cut flowers Tuesday, Sept. 15:       9am-5pm Sept. 10, 2026 

  Dahlias Tuesday, Sept. 15:       9am-9pm Walk in only 

   
Potted Plants 

Saturday, Sept. 12:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 13:         9am-5pm 
Monday, Sept. 14:        9am-5pm 

Sept. 10, 2026 

  Youth Arrangements Saturday, Sept. 12:     12pm-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 13:       12pm-5pm 

Sept. 10, 2026 

  Youth outdoor Gardens 
(workdays) 

Saturday, Sept. 12:       9am-7pm 
Sunday, Sept. 13:         9am-7pm 
Monday, Sept. 14:        9am-7pm 

 

Handspun/Handwoven Harvest Building All Entries Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

     

     

     

     

     

     

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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Department: Location: Division: Times: Online Entry 
Close: 

Home Arts Harvest Building Preserved food 
Clothing & Textiles 
Quilts 
Arts & Crafts 

Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

Baked goods & Confections Saturday, Sept. 12:      9pm-5pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Decorated Cupcakes Contest TH., Sept. 17:     3:00pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Giant Cookie Contest Friday, Sept. 18:       3:00pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Fresh Salsa Contest Saturday, Sept. 19:         3:00pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Legos J.J. Crosetti Building All Entries Saturday, Sept. 5:        9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 6:      12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 12:  9am-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

Livestock Livestock Area Health Check Monday, Sept. 14:   3:30pm-6pm 
*Sheep & Goats must go through
Vet Check prior to penning

Market/carcass contest 
scales open: 

Hog, sheep, and goat scale Monday, Sept. 14:   3:30pm-7pm 

Beef scale Monday, Sept. 14: 5:30pm-
6:30pm 

Educational Displays Saturday, Sept. 12:     10am-2pm 
Sunday, Sept. 13:       10am-2pm 

Market & Dairy Goat Monday, Sept. 14:   3:30pm-7pm 

Sheep Monday, Sept. 14:   3:30pm-7pm 

Beef Sunday, Sept. 13:         8am-8pm 

Swine Monday, Sept. 14:        7am-7pm 

Rabbits Friday, Sept.18:       8am-8:30am 

Poultry Tuesday, Sept 15:    4pm-7pm 

Photography J.J. Crosetti Building All Entries Saturday, Aug. 29:     9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

Poetry Fine Arts Building All Entries Fairgrounds main office:  M-F
9am-4pm 

Walk in only 

Primary & Youth 
(Primary ages 5 to 8) 
(Youth ages 9to 17) 

J.J. Crosetti Building 
Non-perishable 

Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 5:        9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 6:        12pm-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

Perishables food Saturday, Sept. 12:     9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Youth Organizations 
(4H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Grange youth, Boys & Girls 
Clubs, and S.C. County 
School Exhibitors) 

J.J. Crosetti Building 
Feature Booth workday 

(Booth judging Sept. 13th 10am-
1pm) 

Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 5:        9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 6:        12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 12:       9am-5pm 

Foods & Nutrition Agriculture Saturday, Sept. 12:     9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Live Floral Arrangements Saturday, Sept. 12:     9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026 

Non-perishable 

Saturday, Aug. 29:       9am-5pm 
Sunday, Aug. 30:        12pm-5pm 
Saturday, Sept. 5:        9am-5pm 
Sunday, Sept. 6:        12pm-5pm 

Aug. 27, 2026 

Perishables food Saturday, Sept. 12:    9am-12pm Sept. 10, 2026 

All ENTRIES MUST BE PICKED UP ON 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 11AM TO 6PM. 

THE FAIR IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEMS LEFT AFTER 6PM 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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2026 Santa Cruz County Fair Advance Ticket Form 
To Receive Tickets by Mail, Order by August 27, 2026! 

 

Quantity   Presale Price     

 

Active-Duty Military with ID and Children Ages 5 and under FREE     

 

Adults and Youth Ages 13 thru 61 (not for opening day Wed. 16) $20.00/each =   

 

Child Tickets Ages 6 thru 12 (not for opening day Wed. 16) 

Note:  Kid’s Day, Thursday, September 17- Admission Free  

$10.00/each =   

 

Senior Tickets Ages 62 and over (not for opening day Wed. 16) $13.00/each =   

 Opening day Tickets are $2.50 for All admission, at the gate only!    

 

Parking (Regular Price) $10.00/each =   

 

Veteran Ticket with ID (Good on September 17, 2026 ONLY) FREE  
 

 

Group Rate Passes 30+ people (Presale only) 

Please specify group below 
$15.00/each =   

 

Carnival Coupons (Presale only) Regular Price $35.00 $30.00/each =   

 
Monster Truck (separate admission) please note what day  

 
  

 Adults and Youth Ages 13 and up  ____Wed.   ___Thur. $15.00/each =  

 Children Ages 6 thru 12  ____Wed.   ___Thur. $7.00/each =  

 Children Ages 5 and under  ____Wed.   ___Thur. FREE   

  TOTAL:   

 

MAIL FORM TO: 

Santa Cruz County Fair / Advance Ticket Sales 

2601 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA. 95076 

**Tickets ordered by August 27 will be mailed to address above. Advance tickets may be purchased in the Fair Office 

from Saturday, August 29, until Sunday, September 13, at 5:00 PM. 

**PRE-SALE TICKETS ONLINE STARTING JULY 4 at www.santacruzcountyfair.com** 

Name (Individual, Company or Organization):   

Cell Phone:   

Address:   

City:   State, Zip Code:   

Email:   

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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2026 APPLE PIE BAKING CONTEST 
Laura Rider-Department Head 

(831) 724-1356 

Paddy Smith Park 
 

Contest Rules 

• This contest is open to all residents of Santa Cruz County 
and the Pajaro Valley Unified School District who are non-
professional cooks. 

• ONLY ONE ENTRY PER PERSON IS PERMITTED. 
• All Entries are to be submitted online! 
• Pies must be prepared and baked at home with fresh 

apples grown in Santa Cruz County or the Pajaro Valley 
Unified School District. No other fruit may be added. The 
pie must be a two-crust pie. NO lattice top and NO 
crumb crust may be used. The pie is to be 8” to 
10” in diameter. You may use your favorite pie-baking 
pan. PLEASE - NO IDENTIFICATION ON PIE DISH. 

• There will be four (4) Divisions: 
1. Primary – 8 years of age and under 
2. Youth – 9 to 17 years of age 
3. Adult – 18 years of age and older 
4. Masters – Anyone who has previously won 1st or 

2nd place in the adult division must enter this 
class. 

• Entry forms are available at the Santa Cruz County Fair 
Office, on the Website, or the Santa Cruz County Farm 
Bureau. 

• There is no entry fee. 
• Entry forms must be completed and mailed to the Santa 

Cruz County Fair Office, 2601 East Lake Ave., 
Watsonville, CA 95076 on or before day, September 2, 
2026 (postmarked no later than 11:59 p.m., September 
1, 2026). 

• Prizes in Divisions 2-4 will be: 1st -$50.00, 2nd -$40.00, 3rd -
$30.00. No monetary awards for Primary Division. 

• “Best of Show” selected from the top pie in each 
division - $75.00 

• Contest will be held Wednesday, September 16, 
2026, 12:00 noon at the Paddy Smith Park. 
Contestants and guests are welcome with paid 
admission. 

• Pies are to be brought in 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, September 16, 2026 to the Fair 
Office. 

• ALL CONTESTANTS MUST SUBMIT A RECIPE WITH 
THEIR ENTRY! 

 
The Watsonville and Pajaro Valley Apple Industry support this 
contest with the cooperation of the Santa Cruz County Farm 
Bureau and the Santa Cruz County Fair. 

GOOD LUCK!!! 

Laura Rider, Chairperson 

Santa Cruz County Farm Bureau 

 

The top three pies in each class will be displayed in the 

Harvest Building during the Fair. All other pie dishes must 

be picked up by 4PM on the day of the contest in the 

Fair Administrative Office. After that time, the pie pans 

will be disposed of.  

DIAPER DERBY / TODDLER 
CONTEST 

Loretta Estrada-Department Head 
(831) 724-9360 

Main Stage 
  

Entries:Entries:  

Advanced entries appreciated, but crawlAdvanced entries appreciated, but crawl--ins accepted on the ins accepted on the 

day of the contest. Bring day of the contest. Bring to the Fair Officeto the Fair Office, or mail to: Diaper , or mail to: Diaper 

Derby, Santa Cruz County Fair, 2601 East Lake Avenue, Derby, Santa Cruz County Fair, 2601 East Lake Avenue, 

Watsonville, CA 95076. Entries available online or in the fair Watsonville, CA 95076. Entries available online or in the fair 

office as well.office as well.  

  

DDaattee::  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1199,,  22002266  

TTiimmee::  11::0000  PPMM  
Where: Report to the Main Stage Amphitheater by 12:30 PM 

 

Infant contestants must be under the age of 12 months, born 

after September 16, 2025. 

Toddler contests must be under the age of 36 months, born 

after September 16, 2023. 

 

Rules: 

• No assistance will be permitted from the parent or 
guardian during the derby. Parents or guardians may use 
a bottle or toy to coax the child to them, but may not step 
between the starting line and the finishing line during the 
derby. 

• Baby must remain on the carpet. 
 

No walking! Infant contestants must not stand or walk during 

the derby. Breaking any rules will result in disqualification of 

the contestant. 

 

Awards: 

All contestants will receive a prize and a Ribbon. A trophy will 

be awarded to the diaper derby winners. 
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4H & FFA 

Vegetable Judging 
Livestock Auction Arena 

 

DEPARTMENTAL RULES AND REGULATIONS: 

 

• Contest to be held Friday, September 18, 2026, at 6:45 
pm or immediately after Livestock Judging. Next to the 
Main Livestock Arena. Sign up on site. 

• The 2022 FFA California Curricular Code (scroll down to 
Vegetable Crop Judging) will serve as the official study 
guide. 

• There is no limit to the number of contestants that may 
enter from any one team or club. 

• Individual members may compete, even if there are less 
than 3 individuals from any one team or club. 

• Must receive 85% or better to qualify for individual 

awards. 
• The highest 3 scores from each club/chapter team will be 

used to calculate team honors. 
• 4-H members will be divided into 2 categories (Sr. – 9th 

grade & above; Jr. - 8th grade and below) for individual 
score honors. 

• There will be no oral reasons given. 
• Official placing and I.D. answers will be given at the end 

of the contest. 
• Ties will be broken by Tie Breakers in the I.D. section. 
• Winners will be announced at the Awards Ceremony 

Sunday, at 3:00 p.m. in the Main Livestock Arena. 
• No Entry Fees 
 

Sponsored by: 

Dobler & Sons, Muzzi Family Farms 

and Richard & Mary Travis 

 

4-H & FFA High Team - Award & 3 Blue Ribbons 

4-H & FFA Senior High Individual - Award & Blue Ribbons 

4-H Junior High Individual- Award & Blue Ribbon 

4-H & FFA 2nd Place Overall – Ribbon 

4-H & FFA 3rd Place Overall – Ribbon 

 

It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC 

Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage in 

discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of 

its programs or activities (Complete nondiscrimination policy 

statement can be found at 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/390107.pdf. 

 

Inquiries regarding ANR’s nondiscrimination policies may be 

directed to Linda Marie Manton, Affirmative Action Contact and 

Title IX Officer, University of California, Davis, Agriculture and 

Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, 

(530) 750-1318. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGRICULTURE HORTICULTURE 
DEPARTMENT #110-150 

Kayce Pavlovich-Department Head 
Harvest Building 

 

ONLINE ENTRY IS ENCOURAGED 

 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: September 13, 2026 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING September 10, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Sunday September 13: 
Giant Pumpkins: 9am-12pm 
All other entries: 12pm-5pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish and American 

 

DEPARTMENT INFORMATION: 

 
The quality desired in agricultural and horticultural product 
exhibits is the quality that brings the best financial returns and 
such exhibits must be at least equal in maturity, etc. as that 
stage of ripeness required by Section 42513 of the California 
Agricultural Code in order to be considered for premium 
awards. 
“Mature” means having an advanced state of ripeness, which 
will insure the completion of the ripening process to a degree, 
which will insure the palatability after the removal of the 
product from the tree, plant or vine. 
“Overripe” means having an advanced state of maturity, 
which causes the product to be undesirable for human 
consumption in a fresh state. 
 
FOR COMMERCIAL EXHIBITORS: 

To provide a better display, please bring in fresh replacements 

for your wilted entries between 8 AM and 9 AM. A pass will be 

issued which will enable the exhibitor to park in the side lot 

before 9 AM for the replacement of wilted entries. 

 

ORGANIC DEFINITION: 

An ecological product management system that promotes and 
enhances biodiversity, biological cycles and soil biological 
activity. It is based on management practices that restore, 
maintain and enhance ecological harmony and on minimum 
use of off farm input. The principle guidelines of organic 
production are to use materials and practices that enhance 
ecological balance of natural systems and that integrate the 
parts of the farming system into an ecological whole. 
Organic practice cannot insure that products are completely 
free of residues: however; methods are used to minimize 
pollution from air, soil and water. Organic food handlers, 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/390107.pdf
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processors and retailers adhere to standards that maintain the 
integrity of organic agriculture’s products. 
The primary goal of organic agriculture is to optimize the 

health and productivity of interdependent communities of soil, 
life, plants, animals, and people. 
 
Variety of products must be adequately labeled. 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbons for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
ALL DIVISIONS WILL USE THESE DEPARTMENT 

NUMBERS UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 

 

DEPARTMENTS 

110 – Youth (Ages 17 and under) 

115 – Youth Organic (Ages 17 and under) 

120 – Adult (Ages 18 and over) 

125 – Adult Organic (Ages 18 and over) 

130 – Commercial 

135 – Commercial Organic 

150 – Contests 

 

DIVISION 1: FRUIT AND POD VEGETABLES 

(Plate Display) 

Number following item is amount to be displayed. 

Class: 

1. Beans, snap – 12 
2. Beans, Heirloom – 12 
3. Beans, Italian Flat – 12 
4. Beans, Fava – 12 
5. Beans, any other – 12 
6. Peppers, hot under 3” - 5 
7. Peppers, sweet under 3” – 5 
8. Peppers, hot over 3” – 5 
9. Peppers, sweet over 3” – 5 
10. Peppers, any other, please name variety – 5 
11. Peas – 12 
12. Snow Peas – 12 
13. Eggplant 
14. Any other 
 

DIVISION 2: TOMATOES 

(Plate Display) 

Number following item is amount to be displayed. 

Class: 

1. Heirloom, Beefsteak – 5 
2. Heirloom, Cherry – 5 
3. Heirloom, Paste – 5 
4. Hybrid, Beefsteak – 5 
5. Hybrid, Cherry – 5 
6. Hybrid, Paste – 5 
7. Tomatillo – 5 
8. Yellow Cherry – 5 
9. Green Tomatoes, please name variety – 5 
10. Pink Tomatoes, please name variety – 5 
11. Roma Tomatoes, please name variety - 5 
12. Romano Tomatoes, please name variety - 5 
13. Any other, please name variety – 5 
 

 

DIVISION 3: LEAFY AND STEM VEGETABLES 

(Plate Display) 

Number following item is amount to be displayed 

Class: 

1. Broccoli - 2 
2. Cabbage, green – 2 
3. Cabbage, red – 2 
4. Cauliflower, naked – 1 
5. Cauliflower, wrapped – 1 
6. Celery heads – 2 
7. Chard, red – 3 bunches, 3 stalks per bunch 
8. Chard, Swiss – 3 bunches, 3 stalks per bunch 
9. Chard, Rainbow – 3 bunches, 3 stalks per bunch 
10. Corn, sweet, without husk – 3 ears 
11. Corn, Heirloom, without husk – 3 ears 
12. Leeks – 5 
13. Nopales – 3 
14. Endive – 2 heads 
15. Lettuce, Butter – 2 heads 
16. Lettuce, Escarole – 2 heads 
17. Lettuce, Green Leaf – 2 heads 
18. Lettuce, Iceberg - 2 heads 
19. Lettuce, red – 2 heads 
20. Lettuce, Romaine – 2 heads 
21. Lettuce, any other, please name variety – 2 heads 
22. Salad Mix – 8 oz. 
23. Radicchio – 2 
24. Rhubarb – 5 stalks 
25. Spinach – 1 bunch, 20 stems 
26. Any other leafy vegetable, please name variety 
27. Any other stem vegetables, please name variety 
 

DIVISION 4: HERBS 

(Bunches, in 4 inch high jar or vase) 12 stems to a bunch 

Class: 

1. Basil 
2. Basil, any other, please name variety 
3. Basil – cinnamon 
4. Basil – Thai 
5. Basil – broadleaf 
6. Dill 
7. Mint – spearmint 
8. Mint – any other, please specify variety 
9. Chives 
10. Rosemary 
11. Cilantro 
12. Parsley – Italian Flat 
13. (Fennel) Anise 
14. Parsley – please name variety 
15. Curled – parsley 
16. Lemon Verbena 

17. Pelargonium (Scented Geranium) 
18. Sage – please name the variety 
19. Any other 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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DIVISION 5: EDIBLE FLOWERS  

(Bouquets of 12 stems or more in 4 inch high jar or vase) 

Class: 

1. Pansy 
2. Viola 
3. Nasturtium 
4. Squash 
5. Roses 
6. Stocks 
7. Oregano 
8. Thyme 
9. Calendula 
10. Lavender 
11. Rosemary 
12. Geranium, scented 
13. Chrysanthemum 
14. Borage 
15. Mixed Bunch, please name variety 
16. Yarrow 

17. Allium 
18. Fuchsia 
19. Any other, name variety 
 

DIVISION 6: ROOT, BULB & TUBER VEGETABLES 

(Plate Display) 

Number following item is amount to be displayed. 

Class: 

1. Beets, garden – 1 bunch of 4 or more 
2. Carrots, please name variety – 1 bunch of 4 or more 
3. Garlic, Elephant – 6 
4. Garlic, any other, please name variety – 6 
5. Mushrooms, standard – 6 
6. Mushrooms, any other, please name variety – 6 
7. Onions, please name variety – 5 
8. Parsnips – 5 
9. Potatoes, please name variety - 5 
10. Green Onions – bunches of 8 
11. Horseradish – 5 
12. Radishes, Daikon – 2 bunches of 8 
13. Radishes, Red – 2 bunches of 8 
14. Radishes, any other, please name variety – 2 bunches of 8 
15. Shallots – 5 
16. Turnips, topped – 5 
17. Jicama – 5 
18. Any other root, please name variety – 5 
19. Any other tuber, please name variety – 5 
20. Any other bulb, please name variety 
 

DIVISION 7: VINE CROPS 

(Plate Display) 

Number following item is amount to be displayed. 

Class: 

1. Cantaloupe – 2 
2. Chayote – 5 
3. Cucumbers, lemon – 5 
4. Cucumbers, green – 5 
5. Cucumbers, gherkins – 10 small 
6. Gourds, ornamental, mixed – 6 
7. Gourds, ornamental, large, please name variety – 1 
8. Gourds, ornamental, small, please name variety – 6 
9. Melon, please name variety – 1 
10. Pumpkins, field – 1 

11. Pumpkins, mini – 3 
12. Pumpkins, sugar – 1 
13. Pumpkins, any other variety, please name – 1 

14. Pumpkins, white – 1 
15. Pumpkins, Rouge d’Etampe – 1 
16. Squash, Butternut – 3 
17. Squash, Acorn – 3 
18. Squash, Crookneck – 5 
19. Squash, Zucchini – 5 
20. Squash, Zucchini Heirloom – 5 
21. Squash, Zucchini, any other variety, please name variety – 5 
22. Any other large baking Squash – 3 
23. Any other small baking Squash – 3 
24. Any other vine crop, large – 1 
25. Any other vine crop, small - 2 
 

DIVISION 8: HORTICULTURE 

PLEASE NAME THE VARIETY, example Pippin, Alberta, Flame, 

etc. ON THE ENTRY FORM. 

Class: 

1. Apples, name variety – 5 
2. Apples, Heirloom, name variety – 5 
3. Figs, name variety – 5 
4. Grapes, Black table, name variety – 2 bunches 
5. Grapes, Black wine, name variety – 2 bunches 
6. Grapes, White table, name variety – 2 bunches 
7. Grapes, White wine, name variety – 2 bunches 
8. Grapes, Heirloom, name variety – 2 bunches 
9. Peaches, cling, name variety – 5 
10. Peaches, freestone, name variety – 5 
11. Pears, name variety – 5 
12. Persimmons, Fuyu – 5 
13. Persimmons, Hachiya – 5 
14. Plums, name variety – 5 
15. Pluots, name variety – 5 

16. Pomegranate – 5 
17. Prunes – 5 
18. Quince – 5 
19. Any other, name variety – 5 
 

DIVISION 9: SUB–TROPICAL FRUIT  

(Plate Display) 

PLEASE NAME THE VARIETY 

Class: 

1. Avocados, Hass – 5 
2. Avocados, Bacon – 5 
3. Avocados, name variety – 5 
4. Lemons, name variety – 5 
5. Limes, name variety – 5 
6. Oranges, name variety – 5 
7. Citrus, any other – 5 

8. Kiwis – 5 
9. Cactus Fruit – 5 
10. Sub-Tropical Fruit, any other, name variety – 5 
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DIVISION 10: MISCELLANEOUS  

PLEASE NAME THE VARIETY 

Class: 

1. Dry beans, any variety, name variety – ½ pint in open 
container 

2. Field and Garden seeds, any variety, name variety – ½ 
pint in open container 

3. Honey – ½ pint or 1 pint 
4. Comb Honey – ½ pint or 1 quart 
5. Beeswax – ¼ pound 
6. Dried peppers – 5 minimum or ½ - 1 pint 
7. Dried vegetables – ½ pint or 1 pint 
8. Chestnuts, any variety, name variety – 5 on a plate or if 

dried and shelled, ½ pint or 1 pint 
9. Walnuts, shelled, any variety, name variety – ½ pint or 1 

pint 
10. Dried Fruit, any variety, name variety – ½ pint or 1 pint  
11. Cider, filtered – 1 quart 
12. Cider, unfiltered – 1 quart 

13. Any other 
 

DIVISION 11: SUNFLOWERS  

Class: 

1. Sunflowers, head under 10” 
2. Sunflowers, head 10” and over 
3. Sunflowers, black seed 
 

DIVISION 12: AG. ART 

 

DEPARTMENTS:     110 - Youth 

                               120 - Adult 

Class: 

1. Vegetable Collection - artistic arrangements of vegetables 
in a container: a basket, bucket, box, etc. Vegetables may 
be an assortment or varieties of one species. May be 

purchased. Judging will be based on overall attractiveness. 
2. Portable Garden - An edible garden that can be moved. 

For example, wheelbarrow, wagon, and wheeled toy. 
3. Chile Pepper String 
4. Chile Pepper Wreath 
5. Garlic Braid 
6. Herb wreath 
7. Sunflower arrangement, minimum - 6 flowers 
8. Agriculture Photography  
9. Any other, please name on entry form and be creative! 
 

DIVISIONS 13 & 14 FOR COMMERCIAL EXHIBITS 

 

DEPARTMENTS:    140 - Commercial 

                               145 - Commercial Organic 

 

DIVISION 13: LUG PACK OR CRATE DISPLAY 

VEGETABLES 

(Standard package, Accepted, Commercial Standard Display 

Container, False Bottoms Permitted) 

Class: 

1. Artichokes 
2. Beans, snap green 
3. Broccoli 
4. Brussels sprouts 
5. Cabbage, any variety, please name variety 

6. Celery 
7. Celery, cello 
8. Cauliflower 

9. Cauliflower, wrapped 
10. Cucumber, any variety, please name variety 
11. Endive 
12. Lettuce, any variety, please name variety 
13. Mushrooms, any type 
14. Parsley 
15. Spinach 
16. Tomatoes, green, please name variety 
17. Tomatoes, red, please name variety 
18. Zucchini 
19. Any other variety, please name variety 
 

DIVISION 14: BOX DISPLAY - (Commercial) 

PLEASE NAME THE VARIETY 

Class: 

1. Avocados, any variety, name variety 
2. Kiwis 
3. Raspberry, any variety, name variety – tray display, 

standard 12 – basket tray 
4. Strawberry, any variety, name variety tray display, 

standard 12 – basket tray 
5. Blackberry, any variety, name variety 
6. Passion Fruit 
7. Box display, any other, name variety 
 

AGRICULTURE HORTICULTURE 

CONTESTS #150 
 

DIVISION 1: SCARECROW → Youth (AGES 17 & 

UNDER) 

DIVISION 2: SCARECROW → Adult (AGES 18 & OVER) 

 

TYPE A FUNCTIONAL: Able to be used in field to scare birds 

away from crops. 

TYPE B FAIR THEME: Not necessarily usable in fields.  Made 

like a scarecrow but also carries out the Fair Theme of the 

year. 

 

RULES: 

• No taller than 8 feet. 
• Must have non-tipping base to stand on. 
• Clothing and straw must be secured. 
• Flame retardant applied. 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Rosette for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
Class: 
1. Youth Type A 
2. Youth Type B 
3. Adult Type A 
4. Adult Type B 
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DIVISION 3: ZUCCHINI → YOUTH 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
Class: 
1. Heaviest Zucchini 
2. Ugliest Zucchini 
3. Best Dressed Zucchini 
4. Fair Theme Zucchini 
 

DIVISION 4:  BIG APPLE → YOUTH 

DIVISION 5:  BIG APPLE → ADULT 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
Class: 

1. Any apple, please name variety on entry form 
 
DIVISION 6: VEGETABLE CREATURE → YOUTH 
DIVISION 7: VEGETABLE CREATURE → ADULT 

Create your own creature using a variety of fruits and 
vegetables. Seeds and nuts are OK, also vegetables and edible 
flowers. Please indicate the title. 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Rosette for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Class: 

1. Ages 1 – 4 
2. Ages 5 – 8 
3. Ages 9 - 12 
4. Ages 13 - 17 
5. Ages 18 and over (Division 7 only) 

 

DIVISION 8: VEGETABLE LOOK-A-LIKE → YOUTH 

DIVISION 9: VEGETABLE LOOK-A-LIKE → ADULT 

Must be a naturally produced vegetable or fruit, labeled with 

who or what it looks like! 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
Class: 

1. Veggie Look - Alike 
 

DIVISION 10: GIANT PUMPKIN → YOUTH 

(Two Sections – Youth and Adult) 

Judged by weight: Sunday, September 13, 2026  

9 AM – 12 NOON (NO EXCEPTIONS) 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $200.00    2nd $150.00    3rd $100.00 
 

Class: 

1. Giant Pumpkin – exhibitors 9 to 17 years of age 
2. Giant Pumpkin – exhibitors under 9 years old 
 

 

 

DIVISION 11: GIANT PUMPKIN → ADULT 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $400.00    2nd $300.00    3rd $200.00 
 

Class: 

1. Giant Pumpkin 
 

~~ All “Giant” Pumpkins must be picked up by Monday, 

September 21, 2026, 12 NOON - 6 PM~~ 

 

DIVISION 12: DECORATED PUMPKINS → YOUTH 

Information: Pumpkins are not to be carved but can be 

embellished in any way. Plastic pumpkins may be used as 

sometimes pumpkins are difficult to grow or purchase by Fair 

time. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

Rosette for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Class: 

1. Craziest Pumpkin 
2. Ugliest Pumpkin 
3. Prettiest Pumpkin 
4. Funniest Pumpkin 
 

 

DIVISION 13: BIG VEGETABLE CONTEST → YOUTH 

DIVISION 14: BIG VEGETABLE CONTEST → ADULT 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Class: 

1. Any vegetable, specify on entry form 
2. Tallest Corn Stalk 
 

DIVISION 15: YOUTH GARDEN ODDITIES 

DIVISION 16: ADULT GARDEN ODDITIES 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Class: 

1. Bring in any crazy or strange item that grew in your garden 
and write down what it is supposed to be. 
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AMATEUR WINEMAKING 
DEPARTMENT #175 

Michi Catanese-Department Head 
(408) 318-0709-sccfaw@gmail.com 

Heritage Hall 
 

*** ONLINE ENTRY ONLY *** 

 
AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 

Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING July 22, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Drop off bottle entries between 
July 1, 2026 to July 22, 
2026 during business hours. 
See below for drop off locations. 

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: U.C. Davis System of Judging 

 

AMATEUR WINEMAKING INFORMATION: 
• Home winemakers are invited to enter their wines where 

they will be judged by an impartial panel of experts. 
Entries become property of the Fair. We assume no 
responsibility for returning wine to participants. One bottle 
(empty) of each entry will be exhibited during the fair. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 

• All bottle entries must have the proper entry I.D. label 

affixed and be delivered by July 22, 2026 

• Two bottles 750 ml. or three bottles of 375 ml. must be 

provided for each entry. 

• Entries lacking required entry I.D. labels will be 

disqualified. 

• Printable entry I.D. labels available on the website under 

Amateur Winemaking. 

 
BOTTLE LABELING REQUIREMENTS: 
• The following information MUST appear on the 

bottle entry label. Use label template provided online. 
o Name of exhibitor 
o Group (if any) 
o Address, telephone number 
o Type of wine, division and class 
o Vintage 

 

ENTRY DROP-OFF LOCATIONS: 

• Santa Cruz County Fair Office, 2601 E. Lake Ave., 

Watsonville, 831-724-5671. Mon.-Fri. 9:00AM-4:00PM 

• Wargin Wines, 5015 Soquel Drive, Soquel, 831-708-9463. 

Wed. 1:00-5:00PM, Thurs.-Fri. 1:00-6:00PM, Sat.-Sun. 12:00-

6:00PM. Closed Mon.-Tues.  

• Ancora Vino, 534 N. Santa Cruz Ave., Los Gatos, 408-402-

5842. Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 12:00-7:00PM, Thurs.-Fri. 

12:00-8:00PM, Sun. 12:00-5:00PM 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS AND DIVISION: 
1st/Gold, 2nd/Silver, 3rd/Bronze, Honorable Mention Ribbons. 
Best of Division and Best of Show Ribbons and Plaques. 
 

DIVISION 1: WHITE WINE 
Class: 
1. Sauvignon Blanc 

2. Chardonnay 
3. Pinot Grigio/ Pinot Gris 
4. Riesling 
5. White Blend 
6. Other White Varietals 
 
DIVISION 2: RED WINE 
Class: 
1. Pinot Noir 
2. Sangiovese 
3. Merlot 
4. Cabernet Franc 
5. Cabernet Sauvignon 
6. Bordeaux Blend 
7. Carignane 
8. Zinfandel 
9. Syrah 
10. Petite Sirah 
11. Rhone Blend 
12. Red Blend 
13. Other Red Varietals 
 
DIVISION 3: OTHER WINE 
Class: 
1. Dessert Wine 
2. Other Fruit 
3. Rose Wine 
4. Sparkling Wine 
 
NOTE: Participants are advised to enter wines with residual 
sugar higher than 3% as dessert wines. 
 

AMATEUR WINE LABEL CONTEST: 

• All entries that fit criteria below are automatically entered. 

American System of Judging will apply. 

• Awards: • 1st Place Traditional Label • 1st Place Novelty 

Label 

 
AMATEUR WINE LABEL CONTEST RULES: 
• Any amateur wine entry with an affixed label is 

automatically entered into the label contest. 
• Label recognition will be awarded to the entrant of the 

wine, not the designer of the label. 
• Traditional style labels are judged on size, shape, 

composition and general appearance. 
• Novelty style labels are judged on originality, humor, 

composition, and general appearance. 
• Each label must contain the following: 

o Name of the Winery, Group, or Winemaker 
o Variety 
o Vintage 

 
AWARDS AND RESULTS: 
Best of Division, Best of Show, and Winemaker of the Year 
awards will be presented at the Awards Ceremony & Tasting 
on Saturday, September 12, 2026. 
 
Judging results packets will be available for pick up 
between 1:00 - 4:00PM, during the Awards Ceremony, in the 
Heritage Hall located at the Fairgrounds 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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COLLECTIONS AND HOBBIES 
DEPARTMENT #215 

Cheryl Perkins-Department Head 
(831) 254-9763 

hobbiesandcollections5@gmail.com 
Tiffany Daniels -Co-Chair 

J.J. Crosetti Building 

 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: August 30, 2026 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING August 27, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday August 30, 12pm-5pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish and American 

 

RULES: 

Space is limited and exhibits are assigned and displayed in the 

order in which exhibits are received. 

Notify the department chairman in writing on your entry form 

of any special display needs. 

Special interest/controversial exhibits are not 

considered appropriate. 

Display cases have various heights, widths, and depths. Every 

attempt will be made to accommodate oversized exhibits. 

One shelf per entry! 

Exhibitors must own entries. 

 

DISPLAY CARD: 

Exhibitors must include attractive cards not to exceed fifteen 

(15) inches square for judging and display. Card must be 

readable from a three (3) foot distance and must be placed in 

the case with your display. Display card is 90% of judging. 

The card must give the following information: 

• Date the collection or hobby started. 
• Date of the oldest item in the collection and some 

background information of the items in the collection. 
• How the hobby was started, how the collection was 

started, i.e., background information, general interest 
information, especially education or historical information. 

• A minimum of four (4) and a maximum of forty (40) items 
are allowed. Each part of a set is an item. Space is a 
determining factor in how many items are allowed to be 
displayed. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY: 

Greatest care will be exercised in handling exhibits. The State 

of California, the 14th District Agriculture Association, their 

agents, officers, servants, and employees will not be 

responsible for the loss or damage to entries. The exhibitor 

must arrange for insurance if it is desired. 

The same collections or hobbies may not be entered in 

consecutive years. 

The exhibitor must provide all materials, i.e., backdrops, risers, 

tape, thumbtacks, base cloth, etc. 

Exhibits will be displayed for 22-23 days. Remember this when 

choosing whether to use tape vs. tacks. 

Best of Show and Division may not be redisplayed for five (5) 

years. 

 

YOUTH ENTRIES: 

(Primary Ages 5-8 and Junior Ages 9-17): 

Entry forms must indicate appropriate information, including 

the signature or parent or guardian. 

Date of Birth on the Entry form. 

 

Articles for entry must be entirely collected or created by youth 

exhibitor. 

Youth exhibitors must set up displays: no hands-on help from 

adults. 

 

ADULT ENTRIES: (Ages 18 and over) 

 

JUDGING AND AWARDS: 

1. Ribbons will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in each 
class using the Danish System of judging. 

2. Best of Division will receive a Rosette. 
3. Best of Show, Youth and Adult, will receive a Plaque. The 

Best of Show award will be judged from the Best of 
Division winners. 

4. Exhibitors pick up ribbons at the same time as the exhibits 
release date, Sept. 21st. 

5. Judges decisions are final. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

DIVISION 1: HISTORICAL MEMORABILIA 

Items must be of historic, military or patriotic value. 

Class: 

1. Collection – please specify 
 

DIVISION 2: ANTIQUES 

Items must be fifty (50) years or older. 

Class: 

1. Collection – please specify 
 

DIVISION 3: HOBBIES  

All entries in Hobbies division must be built by the exhibitor. 

Please specify on entry. 

Class: 

1. Collection – Adult Exhibitor 
2. Collection – Junior Exhibitor (ages 9-17) 
3. Collection – Primary Exhibitor (ages 5-8) 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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DIVISION 4: GENERAL COLLECTION 

Class: 

1. Collection – Adult Exhibitor 
2. Collection – Junior Exhibitor (ages 9-17) 
3. Collection – Primary Exhibitor (ages 5-8) 
 

DIVISION 5: THEMES  

All items must be directly related to one (1) theme only (i.e., 

Coca-Cola, Star Trek, domestic cats, specific breeds of dogs, 

etc.). Please specify on entry. 

Class: 

1. Collection – Adult Exhibitor 
2. Collection – Junior Exhibitor (ages 9-17) 
3. Collection – Primary Exhibitor (ages 5-8) 
 

 

 

 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
DEPARTMENT #365 

info@santacruzcountyfair.com 

(831) 724-5671 

 

AREA: Open to all students from all schools in Santa Cruz 

County, Pajaro Valley Unified School Districts, and Aromas-San 

Juan Unified School District. 

 

DEPARTMENT INFORMATION: The Education Department 

encourages school children (and parents and teachers) to 

participate in Education Day and the Creative School 

Panel. Both activities are designed to help enhance children's 

education and to inspire their creativity. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION DAY 
 

EDUCATION DAY INFORMATION: The Santa Cruz County 

Fair makes Education Day available to children 2nd through 

4th grade to come and experience the Fair from 9:00am to 

12:00pm.  No preschools. 

 

DATE: On Thursday, September 17, 2026. 

 

COST: FREE admission for students. One adult will be 

admitted free for every 4 students. Additional adults may 

purchase admission tickets for $10.00. Parking will be $8.00 

per vehicle. 

 

 

 

DEADLINE: Please complete the online application that can 

be found on the Entry Guide page of the 

santacruzcountyfair.com website (tickets limited to first 

2,200 as outlined below). Your tickets and informational 

material will be mailed. 

 

NEW RULE: Space is limited; priority will be given to early 

registrants on the first 1,800 tickets. The remaining 400 tickets 

will be granted on a lottery basis, weighted to favor classes 

that have not had an opportunity to attend Education Day in 

recent years. 

 

 

 

CREATIVE SCHOOL PANEL 
J.J. Crosetti Building 

 

CREATIVE SCHOOL PANEL INFORMATION: The Santa 

Cruz County Fair encourages all schools to submit a Creative 

School Panel. All panels will receive participation ribbons. 

Panels are limited. So apply early 

 

ENTRY FEE: None 

 

RULES: 

• Panels need to illustrate the Santa Cruz County Fair 
theme. 

• We ask that these panels not be used to advertise. Let 
your students’ work be your best advertisement. 

• Panels are 8 ft. tall and 4 ft. wide. Work can be put on 4’ x 
8’ paper, which makes it easier to set up. 

• Please note that if items are not firmly attached to the 
panel, decorations will not be considered part of the panel 
and may even be removed prior to judging. 

 

DELIVERY/SET UP: Items should be delivered to the Santa 

Cruz County Fairgrounds by appointment. Please call to 

arrange a date and time that works best for you. 

 

CLOSING DATE: Please complete the application by 

Thursday, August 27, 2026. 

 

ATTENTION: Space is limited; entries will be accepted based 

on when they are received. You will be notified via e-mail if we 

are unable to accommodate your entry. 

 

RELEASE DATE: All displayed items and decorations must be 

picked up on Monday, September 21, 2026, 11PM to 

6PM. Fair is not responsible for items left after 6 PM. 
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FFA DEPARTMENT 
DEPARTMENT #106 

Robin Turnquist-Department Head 
(831) 234-6666 

Emily Casterson – Co-Chair 

Laura Elston – Co-Chair 

J.J. Crosetti Building 

 

ONLINE ENTRY IS ENCOURAGED 

 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: Non-Perishable: Sept. 6, 12pm-
5pm 
Perishable: Sept. 12, 9am - 5pm 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING Non-Perishable: August 27, 
2026 
Perishable: Sept. 10, 2026, 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm. 
Sunday August 30 12pm-5pm. 
Saturday Sept. 5, 9am-5pm. 
Sunday Sept. 6, 12pm-5pm. 
Saturday Sept. 12, 9am-5pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm  
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish 

 

The FFA is a national organization of students enrolled 

in high school agriculture education classes. The local 

unit is the chapter of each high school offering 

agriculture education, under the supervision of the 

agriculture teacher, who is always the local chapter 

advisor. Entries in the FFA Department are limited to 

members in Santa Cruz, San Benito, Monterey, and 

Santa Clara Counties 

 

AWARDS 
• Premium money is listed at the beginning of each division. 
• Best of Division will receive a Rosette ribbon. 
• Best of Show: Best of Divisions will compete for Best of 

Show. 

 

 

FFA FEATURE BOOTHS 
 

DIVISION 1: FFA FEATURE BOOTHS 

The feature booth provides members an opportunity to 

acquaint the public with a specific phase of their Chapter 

program. The booths can show what they have learned, the 

activities in which they have participated or the contributions 

of their organization to the community. Judges will insist upon 

high quality of projects and materials. A high scoring exhibit 

will be artistically arranged, colorful, attractive and well lighted. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
• Exhibits must have been produced by the exhibitor as an 

integral part of their agriculture education, supervised 
projects and/or agriculture class. 

• Exhibits must be designed, constructed and completed by 
organization members. Instructors or leaders may 
supervise only. 

• Exhibits must be adequately titled and specimens correctly 
labeled. 

• One entry per chapter. 
• Where applicable, exhibitor shall be responsible for the 

care of the entries in this section. Cleanup and 
replacement of wilted or deteriorated items should be 
completed daily before Fair opens. Failure to comply will 
result in a $50.00 deduction from your premium. 

• Where applicable, quarantined or restricted specimens 
must be approved by the Santa Cruz County Agricultural 
Commissioner prior to entry. 

• Booth exhibits shall fit into an 8’x10’ space. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $100.00    2nd $75.00    3rd $50.00 
 

Class: 
1. Production Agriculture or Agribusiness 
2. FFA Leadership 

 

 

CHAPTER SCRAPBOOK 
 

DIVISION 2: CHAPTER SCRAPBOOK 

 

DEPARTMENTAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
• Scrapbook entry shall be limited to one entry per Chapter. 
• Scrapbooks must be designed, constructed and completed 

by organization members. Instructors or leaders may 
supervise only. 

• Scrapbooks must be a minimum of 20 pages showing 
pictures, news articles, programs, etc. of the past year’s 
2025/2026-chapter activities. Captions should be used to 
describe activities, events, and people. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Class: 

1. Scrapbook – Chapter Year 2025/2026 
 

 

FFA AGRICULTURE MECHANICS 
 

RULES AND INFORMATION 
• Students entering exhibits in Agricultural Mechanics must 

be regularly enrolled in a high school agricultural 
education program having an FFA chapter. 

• Although the exhibits need not be owned by the exhibitor, 
all must be the products of students as a regular part of 
their instructions in Agriculture Mechanics for the past 
year. The student exhibitors must have been at least a 
major contributor to the building or repairing of the 
exhibits. No entry may be shown for more than one 
calendar year. An article may not be entered in more than 
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one class and each exhibitor may not enter more than one 
article from the same pattern. Display cards may be filled 
out and attached to each exhibit in this department, if 
desired. 

• If exhibit is offered for sale. A 5”x8” card must be 
attached to the exhibit with the name, phone number, 
what school it’s from, and a price clearly readable. This 
must be placed on after judging day. No commission will 
be charged. 

• Entries must be entered by specific member name. 
• THE JUDGES SHALL BE PARTICULARLY CAREFUL THAT 

PROVISION OF STATE RULES ARE APPLIED, WHEN 
INDICATED, LIMIT: 2 ENTRIES PER EXHIBITOR PER 
CLASS, 2ND ENTRY IN THE SAME CLASS MUST BE OF A 
DIFFERENT DESIGN AND STYLE. 

• When entering two items in acetylene arc welding classes, 
write the electrodes type, rod type etc. on the Entry Form: 
Butt weld – 6011, Butt weld – 6013, Butt weld – with rod, 
Butt weld – no rod. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
DIVISION 3: FFA BASIC WELDING 

Class: 
1. Acetylene Welding 
2. Braze Welding 
3. ARC (Electric) Welding 
4. MIG Welding 
5. TIG Welding  

 

DIVISION 4: SMALL PROJECTS 

CLASS: 
1. Cold Metal Project, any other 
2. Electrical Project, any other 
3. Rope Work Project, any other 
4. Sheet Metal Project, any other 
5. Welding & Forging Project, any other 
6. Woodworking Project, any other 
7. Plumbing Project, any other 

 

DIVISION 5: MEDIUM PROJECTS 

CLASS: 
1. Welding, Any Project 
2. Woodworking, Any Project 
3. Tack, Equipment Box 
4. Hay and Grain Feeder 

 

DIVISION 6: LARGE PROJECTS 

~~INCLUDE MEASUREMENTS OF YOUR PROJECT~~ 

CLASS: 
1. Barbecue Pit 
2. Tables and Benches 
3. Livestock Grooming Chute or Tables 
4. Truck Stock Rack 
5. Purpose Trailer 
6. Farm Equipment 
7. Any other, please specify 

 

DIVISION 7: FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIRED 

Recommend pictures and repair descriptions accompany entry 

at receiving time. 

CLASS: 
1. Equipment Repairs and Remodeling – small, medium 
2. Equipment Repairs and Remodeling – large 

 

 

AG. SCIENCE 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

DIVISION 8: FFA PLANT SCIENCE - LIVE PLANT AND 

COLLECTIONS 

Class: 
1. Floriculture 
2. Weed Collection 
3. Vegetable Crop Seed Collection 
4. Forage Plants 
5. Forest Tree, Shrubs, or Rangeland Shrub Collection 
6. Agronomic Seed Collection  
7. Ornamental Seed 
8. Soils and Amendments 
9. ANY OTHER: Any other subject relating to crop science, 

horticulture or other plant science topic that is not covered 
elsewhere in this division. Posters shall be a minimum size 
of 22” x 28”, with a maximum of 2’ x 3½’ in size. 

 

DIVISION 9: FFA PLANT SCIENCE POSTERS 

CLASS: 
1. Crop Science 
2. Horticulture 
3. Exotics 
4. Any Other Plant Science topic not covered elsewhere 

 

DIVISION 10: FFA ANIMAL SCIENCE POSTERS 

 

RULES AND INFORMATION: 

Posters shall be a minimum of 22” x 28” with a maximum of 2’ 

x 3½’ in size. 

Any subject area relating to animal production, health or 

reproduction. 

Parts labeling and description steps/stages shall be completed 

where they are applicable. 

 

Class: 
1. Small Animal Veterinary Science 
2. Large Animal Veterinary Science  
3. Exotic Animal Veterinary Science  

 

DIVISION 11: ANIMAL SCIENCE COLLECTION 

Class: 
1. Insects Collection 
2. Taxidermy 
3. ANY OTHER: Any other subject relating to livestock or 

other animal science topic that is not covered elsewhere in 
this section. 

 

DIVISION 12: ANY OTHER AG SCIENCE 

Class: 
1. ANY OTHER: Any other subject relating to forestry, natural 

resources, agriculture mechanization, agribusiness or FFA 
leadership that is not covered elsewhere in this 
Department. Posters shall be a minimum of 22” x 28” with 
a maximum of 2’ x 3½’ in size. Parts labeling and 
descriptive steps and stages shall be complete where 
applicable. 
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DIVISION 13: FRESH VEGETABLES AND SMALL FRUITS 

 

DEPARTMENTAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
• The quality desired in agricultural and horticultural 

products exhibits is the quality that brings the best 
financial return in the commercial market, and such 
exhibits must be at least equal in maturity as the state of 
ripeness required by Section 42513 of California 
Agricultural Code in order to be considered for premium 
awards. Exhibits stressing features which detract from the 
commercial value should be avoided. 

• NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, the type of vegetable 
desired for exhibits will be the uniform commercial grade. 
Immature, overgrown, or monstrosities will not be 
considered for premium awards. 

• Vegetable entries must come on a white paper plate. Five 
small items or one large item per plate. 

• VARIETY OF PRODUCTS MUST BE ADEQUATELY AND 
CORRECTLY LABELED. 

• ENTRY LIMITS: Each exhibitor is limited to five (5) entries 
per class and no more than 20 total entries. Each exhibit 
must be listed separately on your entry form by species 
and type (i.e., Beans, Bluelake, Tomato, Pearson, Lettuce, 
Butter, etc.) 

• Quarantined or restricted vegetables and fruits cannot be 
exhibited. 

• Perishable vegetables are to be replaced in part or whole, 
during the run of the fair. Unclaimed products will be 
disposed of by the Fair. 

 

Class: 
1. Fruit and Pod Vegetables 
2. Leafy and Stem Vegetables 
3. Roots, Bulbs, Tubers 
4. Vine Crops 
5. Any small fruit (3 samples) or berry (12 samples) 

 

 

ARTS and CRAFTS 
 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
DIVISION 14: ARTS AND CRAFTS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 
• Member must include a note with the entry stating which 

portion of the item they completed. 

Class: 
1. Arts and Crafts 
2. Camp crafts at organization camp. 
3. Scrapbooks – individual (for club scrapbook see Division 2) 
4. Decorative clothing. 
5. Ceramics – painted green ware. 
6. Ceramics – handmade 
7. Other 

 

DIVISION 15: PHOTOGRAPHY  

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• All exhibits may be a sequence, album, pictures, slides, a 
pinpoint camera, mounted enlargement (5x7 or larger), 
and educational display or poster. 

• All entries must be matted no glass. 
• NOTE: For digitally enhanced photography see Division 

18. 
 

 

MUST PLACE ON BACK OF ENTRY: 
• NAME 
• AGE 
• TYPE OF CAMERA 
• SIZE OF FILM USED 
• MANUAL OR AUTO FOCUS 
• OPTIONAL NOTE 
 
Class: 
1. Photograph 
2. Album 
3. Other 
 
DIVISION 16: FINE ARTS  
 
SPECIAL INFORMATION: 
• This division includes painting, drawing, prints, sculpture 

and graphics 
• All entries must be matted (with rigid mat boards, no 

construction paper or cardboard) and/or framed. For 

matting techniques see the following website: 
http://www.biddingtons.com/content/mrs.html 

• All entries must have secure means of hanging 
• Must place name & age of artist on back of entry 
• All canvases must be framed or edges painted 

Class: 
1. Fine Arts 
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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
ADULT #195 & YOUTH #190 
Donna Giubbini-Department Head 

(831)234-6603 
dgiubbinifineart@sbcglobal.net 

Terri Cobbs – Co-Chair 

Fine Arts Building 
 

ONLINE ENTRY IS ENCOURAGED 
 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
and Monterey counties 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: August 30, 2026 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING August 27,2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday August 30, 12pm-5pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: American 

 
Artwork IS NOT insured and the Fine Arts Committee and the 
Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds cannot be held responsible. 
 
RULES: 
• All Paintings, Watercolors, Drawings and Graphics done on 

paper must be correctly framed and ready for hanging. No 
exposed glass edges or clip frames will be accepted. 

• FRAMES MUST HAVE WIRE ON BACK *FOR SECURE 
HANGING!* 

• Paintings done on stretched canvas are not required to be 
framed and wire is optional. Canvas panels require frame & 
wire (Any questions, please call or email Donna, see top of 
page.) Ceramics, Sculpture (if necessary), and Stained Glass 
must be ready to display. Any works that do not 
conform will not be accepted. 

• Entries must be labeled on the BACK of the artwork 
with NAME, SECTION, CLASS and phone number 

• FOUR (4) ENTRIES PER ADULT or YOUTH ARTIST, 
any category or medium. 

• All work must be original. No photocopies, prints or giclee 
prints. 

• All work must be of recent execution and not previously 
exhibited at the Santa Cruz County Fair. 

• Paintings, graphics, and mixed media MUST NOT EXCEED 
FOUR FEET IN HEIGHT OR LENGTH. Sculpture MUST NOT 
EXCEED 175 LBS. IN WEIGHT without prior notice and 
approval by Department Chair Donna Giubini. 

• The Fine Arts Committee reserves the right to decline to 
display any entry found to violate these listed rules and 
regulations or found unsuitable for the family audience that 
the Fairgrounds attracts. The Committee also reserves the 
right to refuse work considered too fragile to exhibit. 

 
 

JUDGING: 

For the Adult and Youth Departments, there will be a First, 
Second, Third and Honorable Mention ribbon awarded for each 
Section and Class. All youths will receive a Participation ribbon 
for entering. A Best of Division rosette will be awarded to each 
section (Adult & Youth) chosen from First Place winners from 
each Section. Best of Show (Adult & Youth) will be chosen 
from the Best of Section winners will receive rosettes and 
plaques. Special Committee Awards will receive rosettes. 
Rainbow ribbons will be awarded for Excellence in Color, 
Design and Technique. 
 
Youth Art will be judged by age groups, in five (5) age 
categories, age on January 1, 2026. 
 
Age Groups: 
5 years and under 

6 years through 7 years 

8 years through 9 years  

10 years through 11 years 

12 years through 14 years 

15 years through 17 years 
 
AWARDS: 

No Cash Premiums will be awarded. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT #195 – ADULT 
 

DIVISION 1: ADULT AMATEUR 

DIVISION 2: ADULT PROFESSIONAL 

 

The Professional section is open to those who sell their 

artwork regularly through galleries, festivals or Open 

Studios. Art Teachers are considered Professionals. 

 

Class - Painting: 

1101. Landscape 
1102. People/Animals 
1103. Still Life 
1104. Abstract 
1105. Commercial Illustration 
 

Class – Pastel: 

1201. Soft/Hard 
1202. Oil 
 

Class – Watercolor: 

1301. Landscape 
1302. People/Animals 

1303. Still Life 
1304. Abstract 
 

Class – Drawing – Black and White: 

1401. Landscape 
1402. People/Animals 
1403. Still Life 
1404. Abstract  
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Class – Drawing – Color: 

1405. Landscape 
1406. People/Animals 
1407. Still Life 
1408. Abstract 
 

Class – Sculpture: 

1501. Metal 
1502. Wood 
1503. Other 
 

Class – Ceramic: 

1601. Wheel thrown 
1602. Hand-built 
1603. Other 
 

Class – Glass: 

1701. Fused 
1702. Cast 

1703. Blown 
1704. Other 
 

Class – Mixed Media: 

1801. Mixed Media 
1802. Collage 
1803. Assemblage 
 

Class – Gourd Art: 

1901. Gourd 
1902. Gourd Mask 
 

Class – Stained Glass & Mosaic: 

2001. Stained Glass 
2002. Mosaic 
 

Class – Jewelry: 

2101. Bracelet 
2102. Earrings 
2103. Necklace 
 

Class – Digital Art: 

2201. Paper 
2202. Metal 
 

Class – Printmaking: 

2301. (All Categories) 
 

Class – Animal Artists: 

Find out if your pet has hidden talents! Please include photo of 

the artist at work! 

2401. Cats – Painting or Sculpture 
2402. Dogs – Painting or Sculpture 
2403. Other – Painting or Sculpture 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT #190 – YOUTH 
 

DIVISION 1: 5 YEARS AND UNDER 

DIVISION 2: 6 THRU 8 YEARS 

DIVISION 3: 9 THRU 11 YEARS 

DIVISION 4: 12 THRU 14 YEARS 

DIVISION 5: 15 THRU 17 YEARS 

 

Class - Painting: 

1101. Landscape 
1102. People/Animals 
1103. Still Life 
1104. Abstract 
 

Class – Pastel: 

1201. Soft/Hard 
1202. Oil 
 

Class – Watercolor: 

1301. Landscape 
1302. People/Animals 
1303. Still Life 
1304. Abstract 
 

Class – Drawing – Black and White: 

1401. Landscape 
1402. People/Animals 
1403. Still Life 
1404. Abstract  
 

Class – Drawing – Color: 

1405. Landscape 
1406. People/Animals 
1407. Still Life 

1408. Abstract 
 

Class – Sculpture: 

1501. Metal 
1502. Wood 
1503. Other 
Class – Ceramic: 

1601. Wheel thrown 
1602. Hand-built 
1603. Other 
 

Class – Glass: 

1701. Fused 
1702. Cast 
1703. Blown 
1704. Other 

 

Class – Mixed Media: 

1801. Mixed Media 
1802. Collage 
1803. Assemblage 
 

Class – Gourd Art: 

1901. Gourd 
1902. Gourd Mask 
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Class – Stained Glass & Mosaic: 

2001. Stained Glass 
2002. Mosaic 

 

Class – Jewelry: 

2101. Bracelet 
2102. Earrings 
2103. Necklace 
 

Class – Digital Art: 

2201. Paper 
2202. Metal 
 

Class – Printmaking: 

2301. (All Categories) 
 

Class – Animal Artists: 

Find out if your pet has hidden talents!   Please include photo 

of the artist at work! 

2401. Cats – Painting or Sculpture 
2402. Dogs – Painting or Sculpture 
2403. Other – Painting or Sculpture 
 

Wire needs to be securely attached to Frame 1/3 of the 

way down the length of the frame and must be 

Screwed into the frame. (see diagram below) 

 
Plastic frames will not be accepted if they do not have a wire 
securely attached to the frame prior to submission. Wire must 
be secured with screws. Wire cannot be attached with glue, 
tape or staples. 
Frames that cannot be secured with a wire will not be 
accepted. 
Paintings done on canvas or wood PANELS need a frame and 

wire attached to frame. 
Paintings done on stretched canvas (with wood stretcher 
bars) do not need a frame. 
 
There will be a $5.00 charge if frame needs to be 
rewired as a safety precaution 
 
Inexpensive frames can be purchased at Ross, Goodwill, Hope, 
and other thrift stores. Wire and other picture framing supplies 
are available at Home Depot, Michael’s, local hardware stores. 
Please feel free to call Donna at (831) 234-6603 if you have 

questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/3 down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTWORK LABEL: 

Artist’s Name:    

Department:    

Division:    

Class:    

Title of Art:  ________________________________________ 

 

 

ARTWORK LABEL: 

Artist’s Name:      ____________________________________ 

Department:   _______________________________________ 

Division:  ___________________________________________ 

Class:  _____________________________________________ 

Title of Art:  ________________________________________ 

 

 

ARTWORK LABEL: 

Artist’s Name:    

Department:    

Division:    

Class:    

Title of Art:  ________________________________________ 

 

 

ARTWORK LABEL: 

Artist’s Name:      ____________________________________ 

Department:   _______________________________________ 

Division:  ___________________________________________ 

Class:  _____________________________________________ 

Title of Art:  ________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X                                X 
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FLORICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
DEPARTMENT #240 

Kevin Larkin 
cgdahlias@yahoo.com 

Priscilla Hedgpen – Co-Chair 

Floriculture Building 

 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING September 10,2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

 

Floriculture Committee - Please contact us if you 

have any questions 
Kevin Larkin – cgdahlias@yahoo.com 

Merrilyn Marker – merrilynmarker@gmail.com 

Mary Bannister - marybann@aol.com 

Carol Kitayama - carol_kitayama@comcast.net 

Iris Wallace - iris@cruzio.com 

Priscilla Hedgpeth - priscillah831@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Boles – bolesski48@aol.com 

Jackie Cameron – nicumom1994@gmail.com 

Shirley Spain -- sispain@earthlink.net 

Mary Lou Samms-Wiley – grandlulubelle@aol.com 

Gina Gallucci – gallucci53@yahoo.com 

 

General Department Rules 
 

• Entry Deadlines: See chart on page 8. 
o It is preferred that all entries be "pre-entered" by the 

dates listed. 
o Gardens spaces are limited, so preference will be given 

to early entries. 

o "Walk-ins" will be accommodated to the extent that the 
Floriculture Committee can provide space and proper 
registration of exhibits. We ask that you pre-register 
online before the fair as directed below. 

 
• Entry Changes: Changes must be made by the 

department staff. 

 
• Exhibitor Classification: 

o Amateur is defined as a person who may have 
exhibited previously but who has not won over five (5) 
blue ribbons within three (3) consecutive years in a 
given Division. (Amateurs must exhibit in amateur 
classes unless otherwise stated in the heading of the 
class or Division.) 

o Open is defined as open to all, including professionals. 
o Youth are defined as being 17 or under at the start of 

the Fair - September 16, 2026 
 

• Plant Material Qualifications: 
o Cut flower and container plant entries must have been 

grown by the exhibitor. 

o Potted entries must be owned by the exhibitor for at 
least 45 days prior to the Fair. 

o Arrangements and Gardens may make use of grown or 
purchased plants, flowers, and foliage. 

o No artificial materials may be used unless specified in 
class description. 

 
• Department staff have the right to move any display, 

including arrangements if needed. 

 
• Specific Division Rules: Rules and guidelines for each 

Floriculture Division are outlined within that Division of the 
Entry Guide. 
 

• Rules violations may result in disqualification of entries 
and forfeiture of awards and premiums. 
 

• Condition of Entries: Exhibitors are expected to keep 
their entries in good condition during the Fair. 

o Failure to do so may result in forfeiture of premiums and 
removal of entries. 

o Watering and grooming of entries may be performed 
daily. 

 
• Watering and Maintenance: The Floriculture 

Building will open daily at 9:00 am to allow 
exhibitors to water and replace entries as needed. 
Exhibitors may park in the lot across from the Main 
Office until 11:30am. After 11:30am vehicles must 
be moved or may be towed. 
 

 
Judging and Awards 
• Youth Arrangements will be judged on Monday, 

September 14th, at 10:00am. 
• Gardens will be judged Tuesday, Sept 15th, at 10:00am. 
• Potted Plants and Container Gardens will be judged 

Tuesday, Sept 15th, at 10:00am. 
• Adult Arrangements and Cut Flowers will be judged 

Wednesday, September 16, at 9:00am 

• Premiums: As listed under individual Divisions and 
Classes. Premium earnings of $20 or less must be picked 
up by the exhibitor at the Fairgrounds office the week 
following the Fair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer during or before the Fair! Volunteer 4 hours and 
receive free admission and parking to the Fair. We need 
volunteers all hours during the Fair to act as hosts inside the 
Floriculture Building. We also need volunteers Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday before the Fair. 
To volunteer: Contact Priscilla Hedgpeth - 

priscillah831@gmail.com 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
mailto:cgdahlias@yahoo.com
mailto:cgdahlias@yahoo.com
mailto:merrilynmarker@gmail.com
mailto:marybann@aol.com
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mailto:iris@cruzio.com
mailto:priscillah831@gmail.com
mailto:bolesski48@aol.com
mailto:nicumom1994@gmail.com
mailto:sispain@earthlink.net
mailto:grandlulubelle@aol.com
mailto:gallucci53@yahoo.com
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Index of Floriculture Show Divisions 
 
Page Youth Flower Arrangements 
27 Division 1: Youth Arrangements - Ages 6 – 8 
27 Division 2: Youth Arrangements - Ages 9 –13 
27 Division 3: Youth Arrangements - Ages 14 – 17 
27 Division 4: Youth Miniature Arrangements-Ages 6 -17 
27 FFA Floral Division 
27 Division 5: FFA Youth Arrangements 
28 Adult Flower Arrangements 
28 Division 6: Adult Arrangements - Amateur 
28 Division 7: Adult Arrangements - Open to All 
28 Adult Miniature Flower Arrangements 
28 Division 8: Adult Open Miniature Arrangements -Fresh 
28 Division 9: Adult Open Miniature Arrangements - Dry 
28 Division 10: Commercial Flower Arrangements 
28 Cut Flowers and Roses 
28 Division 11: Miscellaneous Cut Flowers 
29 Division 12: Roses 

29 Dahlias 
30 Division 13: Dahlias - Novice 
30 Division 14: Dahlias - Open to All Exhibitors 
31 Division 15: Dahlias – Seedling Open to All Exhibitors 
31 Division 16: Dahlias - Open to Youth up to Age 17 
31 Potted Plants 
31 Division 17: African Violets and Other Gesneriads 
31 Division 18: Other Potted Plants 
31 Division 19: Orchid Plants - Amateur 
31 Division 20: Cacti and Succulents - Amateur 
32 Division 21: Cacti and Succulents - Open to All 
32 Collections and Planters 
32 Division 22: Collections 
32 Division 23: Planters 
33 FFA Horticulture Division 
33 Division 24: FFA Youth Planters 

33 Youth Container Gardens 
33 Division 25: Youth Container Gardens - Ages 6-8 
33 Division 26: Youth Container Gardens - Ages 9-13 
33 Division 27: Youth Container Gardens - Ages 14-17 
33 Outdoor Garden Rules 
33 Youth Outdoor Gardens 
33 Division 28: Youth Outdoor Gardens - Ages 6-8 
34 Division 29: Youth Outdoor Gardens - Ages 9-13 
34 Division 30: Youth Outdoor Gardens - Ages 14-17 
34 Division 31: Monterey Bay Friendly Landscapes 
34 Adult Outdoor Gardens 
34 Division 32: Family Outdoor Gardens 
34 Division 33: Individual Outdoor Gardens 
34 Division 34: Group Outdoor Display Gardens 
34 Division 35: Monterey Bay Friendly Landscapes 
34 Division 36: Commercial Outdoor Display Gardens 
 

 

Youth Flower Arrangements 
 

• Divisions 1, 2, & 3 size to be no larger than 20” any 
direction. Division 4 size not to exceed 4” any direction. 

• Floriculture Building will be open between 12pm and 5pm, 
Saturday, September 12 and Sunday, September 13. 

• A limited amount of flowers, fillers, and containers will be 
available. They can bring materials needed to assemble 
their arrangements. 

• Youth Arrangements will be completed in the Floriculture 

Building with no assistance, in the presence of the clerks. 

• Accessories: Sensible use of accessories permitted. Mats, 
stands and objects other than containers and plant 
material are considered accessories. 

• No artificial flowers may be used. 
• Please be sure your arrangement is stable and will not tip 

over if accidentally brushed or touched. 

Judging System – Danish 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Division 1: Youth Arrangements - Ages 6 - 8 

Class: 
1. “Paw Patrol” – Marshal your inner puppy 
2. “Yankee Doodle Dandy” – Create a red, white, and blue 

arrangement 
 
Division 2: Youth Arrangements - Ages 9 - 13 

Class: 
1. “Fireworks and Fireflies” – Use bold and sparkling colors 
2. “Super Mario Flower Power” – Use bright red, yellow, and 

mushroom colors 
 
Division 3: Youth Arrangements - Ages 14 - 17 
Class: 
1. “Prairie Majesty” – Use wildflowers, grasses, and other 

natural items in a Mason jar 
2. “Midway Magic” – Reflect the energy and excitement of a 

County Fair 
 

Division 4: Youth Miniature Arrangements- ages 6 - 17 

• Size may be no larger than 4” any direction 

Class: 
1. “Minnie Mouse” – Make an arrangement befitting of 

Disney’s favorite lady mouse 
2. “Tiny Treasures of the Tide” – Use something found at the 

beach 
 
 

FFA Floral Division 
 

• Open to all FFA students. 
• Entry submission hours Tuesday Sept 15, 9am-5pm. 
• Judging – Wednesday September 16, at 9am. 
Judging System – Danish 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $10.00    2nd $5.00    3rd $3.00 
 

Division 5: FFA Youth Flower Arrangements 

Class: 
1. "Apple Pies and Starry Skies" Use your imagination 
2. “Americana” - A red, white & blue arrangement 
3. “Farm House” - Pastels with a rustic feel 
4. “Carnival Time” - Incorporate something seen at the fair 
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Adult Flower Arrangements 
 

• Size shall be no larger than 30” in any direction except 

for Division 6 Class 2 
• Entry submissions -Tuesday September 15th, 9:00am to 

5:00pm 
• Arrangements will be judged Wednesday September 16th, 

at 9:00am 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $20.00    2nd $10.00    3rd $5.00 

 

Division 6: Adult Arrangements - Amateur - (No florists 

or employees please) 

Class: 
1. “Sweet as Apple Pie” – A nostalgic design featuring 

apples, orchard foliage, or pie inspired accents 
2. “Skyward Splendor” – A vertical arrangement at least 30” 

tall emphasizing height and drama 
3. “Fair Day Flowers” – A bright, cheerful arrangement 

inspired by ribbons, rides, and fun 
 
Division 7: Adult Arrangements - Open to All 
Class: 
1. “Blooming Beats” – A musically inspired arrangement 
2. “Starry Night Elegance” – An artistic arrangement from 

your own imagination 
3. “Barn Dance Beneath the Stars” – A movement inspired 

arrangement 
 
 

Adult Miniature Flower Arrangements - 
Open to All 

 

• Size shall be no larger than 4” overall 
• Entry submissions -Tuesday September 15, 9:00am-5:00 

pm 
• Arrangements will be judged Wednesday September 16 at 

9:00am 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $15.00    2nd $10.00    3rd $5.00 
 

Division 8: Adult Open Miniature Arrangements – Fresh 

Class: 
1. “Pocket Full of Posies” – Use your imagination 
2. “Tabletop Treasures” – use something from the kitchen 
 
Division 9: Adult Open Miniature Arrangements – Dry 
Class: 
1. “Happy as A Clam” – Use a clam shell 
2. “Sowing Seeds of Creativity” – An arrangement 

incorporating seeds and seed pods 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commercial Flower Arrangements - Non-
Judged 

 

• Staging hours - Tuesday September 15, 9:00am-5:00-pm 
• Demonstrate your own personal style in a personal design 

exhibit. 
• Each exhibitor is allotted 3’ x 3’ square space to include all 

components of each class. 
• Overall design is unrestricted. 
• Floral design must consist of all fresh plant material. 
• Display must remain in fresh condition during the 

run of the entire Fair. 
• These entries will not be judged. Participation ribbons will 

be awarded. 
• A $75 participation premium will be given to each 

exhibitor at conclusion of the Fair. 
• A maximum of 3 entries per Class will be reserved. Each 

commercial business is limited to one entry per class. 
• If you wish to enter in competition, please do so in the 

Open Division 7. 
• This is open to all commercial florists for marketing their 

business. 
• Exhibitors may display a sign - up to 6 inches square, with 

business cards and contact information with their display. 
• Entries must be listed under the business name. 

 
Division 10: Commercial Flower Arrangements 
Class: 
1. “Quinceañera” - Must include each of the following 

elements: 
• Quinceañera Bouquet 
• Court Corsage 
• Boutonniere 
• Centerpiece 

2. "Wedding" - Must include each of the following 

elements: 
• Bride Bouquet 
• Bridesmaid Corsage 
• Boutonniere 
• Centerpiece 

 
 

Miscellaneous Cut Flowers 
 

• Entries open to home garden exhibitors. 
• Staging hours: Tuesday September 15 - 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

• Exhibitors are required to write the variety name on the 

entry tag 
• Exhibitors are allowed 2 entries per class - second entry 

must be a different variety than first entry. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $3.00    2nd $2.00    3rd $1.00 
 
Division 11: Miscellaneous Cut Flowers 
Class:  Number of Stems or Sprays 
1. Achillea (Yarrow) - any variety              3 
2. Alstroemeria (Peruvian lily)             1 
3. Amaranthus (Celosia) or any other             1 
4. Amaryllis belladona (Naked Lady)             1 
5. Antirrhinum (Snapdragon)             1 
6. Aster, annual or perennial              3 
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7. Bougainvillea             1 
8. Canna             1 
9. Carnation             1 

10. Carnation             3 
11. Chrysanthemum frutescens (Marguerite)              3 
12. Chrysanthemum maximum, (Shasta Daisy) single or double3 
13. Coreopsis grandiflora                  3 
14. Cosmos - any variety              3 
15. Delphinium - any variety              1 
16. Digitalis (Foxglove)              1 
17. Echinacea purpurea (Purple Coneflower)or any other          3 
18. Fuchsia hybrida, single or double             1 
19. Gaillardia grandiflower (Blanket Flower)             3 
20. Gladiolus             1 
21. Gerbera jamesonii (Transvaal Daisy)             3 
22. Gypsophila paniculata (Baby’s breath)             1 
23. Helichrysum bracteatum (Strawflower)             3 
24. Hydrangea macrophylla (Garden Hydrangea) any color    1 
25. Iris, any variety             1 
26. Limonium latifolium. Perennial statice (Sea Lavender)      1 
27. Papaver (Poppy), annual or prenennual – 3 stems            3 
28. Pelargonium, domesticum (Martha Washington)            1 
29. Pelargonium hortorum,(Zonal)-             1 
30. Pelargonium peltatum (Ivy)             1 
31. Pelargonium, scented             1 
32. Petunia, double             3 
33. Petunia, single             3 
34. Rudbeckia hirta (Gloriosa Daisy)             3 
35. Salpiglossis sinuate             3 
36. Scabiosa (Pincushion Flower)             3 
37. Salvia, any variety             1 
38. Salvia, any variety             3 
39. Strelitzia reginae (Bird of Paradise)             1 
40. Helianthus annis (Sunflower)             1 
41. Marigold             1 
42. Zantedeschia (Calla)             1 
43. Zinnia             3 
44. Zinnia             1 
45. Any other annual, not listed             1 
46. Any other perennial, not listed             1 
47. Ornamental Grasses, fresh, mixed bouquet      3 to 5 
48. Protea             1 
49. Banksia               1 
50. Leucospermum             1 
51. Leucadendron             1 
 
 
 

Roses 
 

• Entries open to home garden exhibitors. 
• Staging hours: Tuesday September 15 - 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

• Exhibitors are required to write the variety name on the 

entry tag 

• Exhibitors are allowed 5 entries per class – all entries must 
be different varieties. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $3.00    2nd $2.00    3rd $1.00 
 
 
 
 

Division 12: Roses 
Class:                Number of Stems or Sprays 
1. Hybrid Tea/Grandiflora                   1 bloom, no side buds 

2. Hybrid Tea/Grandiflora          1 spray of 2 or more blooms 
3. Floribunda                     1 bloom, no side buds 
4. Floribunda             1 spray of 2 or more blooms 
5. Miniatures and Minifloras   1 bloom per stem, no side buds 
6. Miniatures and Minifloras       1 spray of 2 or more blooms 
7. Climbing Roses           1 spray of 2 or more blooms 
8. Shrub Roses, David Austin   1 stem, single bloom or spray 
9. Old Garden Roses Introduced Before 1950   1 stem 
10. Any other type                    1 bloom, no side buds 
11. Any other type                 3 stems 
 
 
 

Dahlias 
 

• All Dahlias are to be entered on a walk-in basis only. Do not 
enter any dahlia classes using the online or mail in system. 
Entry tags and registration forms will be available during set 
up Tuesday September 10th. 

• Novice Exhibitors are any exhibitor who has won less than 
three Novice Sweepstakes in any dahlia competition. 

• Staging hours: Tuesday September 15 - 9:00am - 9:00pm. 

• Exhibitors are required to write the variety name on the 

entry tag. Seedlings may be referred to as 'Seedling'. 

• All entries must have at least the first set of leaves below 
the bloom attached. 

• Exhibitors are allowed multiple entries per class as long as 
the entry is a different variety. 

• All entries are to be shown as classified by the American 
Dahlia Society for size, form, and color. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $3.00    2nd $2.00    3rd $1.00 

 
Sponsored By Monterey Bay Dahlia Society 

Other Awards Recognized to be selected from Divisions 13, 14, 

15, and 16 combined: 
Best In Show - Single Bloom 
Best In Show Youth - Single Bloom 
Best In Show - Multiple Bloom 
Best In Show Youth – Multiple Bloom 
Best In Show Novice - Single Bloom 
Novice Exhibitor Sweepstakes 
Best In Show Novice - Multiple Bloom 
Open Exhibitor Sweepstakes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer during or before the Fair! Volunteer 4 hours and 
receive free admission and parking to the Fair. We need 
volunteers all hours during the Fair to act as hosts inside the 
Floriculture Building. We also need volunteers Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday before the Fair. 
To volunteer: Contact Priscilla Hedgpeth - 

priscillah831@gmail.com 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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Division 13: Dahlias - Novice Exhibitors 

Class:                  Number of Stems 

1. Large Formal Decorative AA, A & B                        1 

2. Small Formal Decorative BB & Min            1 
3. Large Informal Decorative AA, A & BB                        1 
4. Small Informal Decorative BB & Min            1 
5. Large Semi-Cactus AA, A & B                         1 
6. Small Semi Cactus BB & Min                         1 
7. Large Cactus AA, A & B             1 
8. Small Cactus BB & Min                          1 
9. Large Incurved Cactus AA, A & B            1 
10. Small Incurved Cactus BB & Min            1 
11. Large Laciniated AA, A & B             1 
12. Small Laciniated BB & Min             1 
13. Ball                            1 
14. Miniature Ball                           1 
15. Pompon               1 
16. Stellar               1 
17. Waterlily               1 
18. Novelty - Fully Double                          1 
19. Peony               1 
20. Anemone                           1 
21. Novelty - Disc Centered             1 
22. Collarette                           1 
23. Orchid               1 
24. Orchette               1 
25. Single               1 
26. Mignon Single              1 
27. Large Formal Decorative AA, A & B            3 
28. Small Formal Decorative BB & Min            3 
29. Large Informal Decorative AA, A & BB                        3 
30. Small Informal Decorative BB & Min            3 
31. Large Semi-Cactus AA, A & B                         3 
32. Small Semi Cactus BB & Min                         3 
33. Large Cactus AA, A & B             3 

34. Small Cactus BB & Min                          3 
35. Incurved Cactus              3 
36. Laciniated                           3 
37. Ball                            3 
38. Miniature Ball                           3 
39. Pompon               3 
40. Stellar               3 
41. Waterlily               3 
42. Novelty - Fully Double              3 
43. Peony               3 
44. Anemone                           3 
45. Novelty - Disc Centered             3 
46. Collarette                           3 
47. Orchid               3 
48. Orchette               3 
49. Single               3 

50. Mignon Single              3 
51. Any Variety Large - AA, A, B                         5 
52. Any Variety Small - BB-Novelty                         5 
53. Any Variety - Disc Centered                         5 
54. Largest Most Perfect Dahlia                         1 
55. Smallest Most Perfect Dahlia                         1 
56. Variegated                           1 
57. Bicolor               1 
58. Bouquet                          5 or more 

 
 
 

Division 14: Dahlias - Open to All Exhibitors 
Class:                                                    Number of Stems 
1. Large Formal Decorative AA, A & B            1 

2. Small Formal Decorative BB & Min            1 
3. Large Informal Decorative AA, A & BB                        1 
4. Small Informal Decorative  BB & Min                        1 
5. Large Semi-Cactus  AA, A & B                         1 
6. Small Semi Cactus  BB & Min                         1 
7. Large Cactus  AA, A & B             1 
8. Small Cactus  BB & Min             1 
9. Large Incurved Cactus AA, A & B            1 
10. Small Incurved Cactus  BB & Min            1 
11. Large Laciniated AA, A & B            1 
12. Small Laciniated BB & Min            1 
13. Ball                            1 
14. Miniature Ball                           1 
15. Pompon               1 
16. Stellar               1 
17. Waterlily               1 
18. Novelty - Fully Double                          1 
19. Peony               1 
20. Anemone                           1 
21. Novelty - Disc Centered             1 
22. Collarette                           1 
23. Orchid               1 
24. Orchette               1 
25. Single               1 
26. Mignon Single              1 
27. Large Formal Decorative AA, A & B            3 
28. Small Formal Decorative BB & Min            3 
29. Large Informal Decorative AA, A & BB                        3 
30. Small Informal Decorative BB & Min                         3 
31. Large Semi-Cactus  AA, A & B                         3 
32. Small Semi Cactus  BB & Min                         3 
33. Large Cactus  AA, A & B             3 
34. Small Cactus  BB & Min             3 
35. Incurved Cactus              3 
36. Laciniated               3 
37. Ball                3 
38. Miniature Ball               3 
39. Pompon               3 
40. Stellar               3 
41. Waterlily               3 
42. Novelty - Fully Double              3 
43. Peony               3 
44. Anemone               3 
45. Novelty - Disc Centered             3 
46. Collarette               3 
47. Orchid               3 
48. Orchette               3 
49. Single               3 
50. Mignon Single              3 

51. Any Variety Large - AA, A, B             5 
52. Any Variety Small - BB-Novelty             5 
53. Any Variety - Disc Centered             5 
54. Largest Most Perfect Dahlia             1 
55. Smallest Most Perfect Dahlia             1 
56. Variegated               1 
57. Bicolor               1 
58. Bouquet               5 or more 
59. People’s Choice              1 
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Division 15: American Dahlia Society Seedling Bench 
Evaluation-Open to All 
This class is offered in cooperation with the American Dahlia 

Society (ADS) and is open to all exhibitors. Show officials and 
exhibitors must read and adhere to the rule of entries and 
judging as printed in the American Dahlia Society Classification 
and H handbook of Dahlias. The exhibitor is required to obtain 
information from the Floriculture Committee about the method 
to correctly prepare all entry cards. Any entry receiving a score 
of 85 or more must be named immediately so that scoring 
results can be reported to the American Dahlia Society. 
• Three blooms, of one variety of any color, size, form, four 

or more years old. 
• Unlimited entries. 

 

Division 16: Dahlias - Open to all Youth up to age 17 

Class:                                                 Number of Stems 

1. AA or A size, any variety              1 

2. B size, any variety              1 

3. BB size, any variety              1 
4. Miniature, any variety                                               1 
5. All other forms, any variety                                       1 
6. Multiple blooms, same variety              3 
7. Multiple blooms, same variety                                    5 
 
 

Potted Plants 
 

• Potted plant entries must have been owned by the 
exhibitor for at least 45 days prior to the Fair. 

• Exhibitors are required to write the variety name on the 

entry tag. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $5.00    2nd $4.00    3rd $3.00 

 

Division 17: African Violets and Other Gesneriads 

• Judging to be of One-Crowned plant only 
• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

Class: 

1. Single blossom - any color  
2. Miniature - any color  
3. Double blossom - any color  
4. Other gesneriad 
 
Division 18: Other Potted Plants 
• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9am - 5pm. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $5.00    2nd $4.00    3rd $3.00 

 

Class: 
1. Acanthaceae - Thunbergia, Polka Dot Plant, Fittonia, 

Nerve Plant, Flamingo, etc 
2. Agavaceae - Yucca, Dracaena , Hawaiian Ti Leaf, etc 
3. Araceae - Caladium, Elephant Ear, Diffenbachia, Spath 

Flower, etc 
4. Araliacea - Common Ivy, Schefflera, Aralia, etc 

5. Balsaminaceae - Impatiens - New Guinea or any other 
Annual or Perennial, etc 

6. Begoniaceae - Cane-like, Rhizomatus, Semperflorens, 

Shrub, Tuberous, etc 
7. Bromeliadicacea - Pineapple, Bromeliad, Tillandsia, 

Epyphitic - Air Plant, etc 
8. Commelinacea - Wandering Jew, Spiderwort, etc 
9. Asteraceae - Sunflower, Camomile, Chrysanthemum, 

Dahlia, etc 
10. Cycadacea - Sago Palm, any Cycads, etc 
11. Euphorbiacea - Spurge, Castor Bean, Chenille Plant, 

Croton, Poinsettia, etc 
12. Ferns - Bird's Nest, Boston, Maiden Hair, etc 
13. Geraniaceae - Pelargonium - Martha Washington, 

Pelargonium - Zonal, etc 
14. Hydrangeacea - Hydrangea 
15. Labiatea - Coleus, Plectranthus, Creeping Charlie, etc 
16. Liliaceae - Alstroemeria, Lily of the Valley, Pineapple Lily, 

Spider Plant, etc 
17. Marantaceae - Arrow Root Plant, Prayer Plant, Marantha, 

etc 
18. Onagraceae - Evening Primrose, Fuchsia - Hanging, 

Fuchsia - Upright 
19. Palmae - Palm species Any True Palm 
20. Pipiraceae - Peperomia 
21. Rosaceae - Apple, Cotoneaster, Quince, etc 
22. Saxifragaceae - Astilbe, Campanula, Current Berry, 

Heuchera (Coral Bells), etc 
23. Solanacea - Brugmansia, Cape Gooseberry, Ornamental 

Peppers, Petunia, etc 
24. Urtcaceae - Aluminum Plant, Baby Tears (Helxine), etc 
25. Any Other Family 

 
Division 19: Orchid Plants – Amateur 
• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $5.00    2nd $4.00    3rd $3.00 

 

Class: 
1. Cattleya 
2. Cymbidium 
3. Cypripedium 
4. Dendrobium 
5. Epidendrum 
6. Odontoglossum 
7. Oncidium 
8. Paphiopedelum 
9. Phalaenopsis 
10. Botanicals 

11. Any Other 
 
Division 20: Cacti and Succulents – Amateur 
• Exhibitors must not have won more than three Blue 

Ribbons in this Division in over the last three years. Those 
who have must enter as Open in Division 20. 

• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $5.00    2nd $4.00    3rd $3.00 
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Class: 
1. Cactus Collection of 3 or More Types in 1 Container 
2. Cactus Collection of 3 or More Different Types in 

Individual Pots 
3. Succulent Collection of 3 or More Types in One Pot 
4. Succulent Collection of 3 or More Different Types in 

Individual Pots 
5. Columnar Cacti - Oreocereus, Cephalocereus, Espostoa, 

Cerius, etc. 
6. Barrel Cacti - Echinocactus, Ferocactus 
7. Epiphyllum - Orchid Cactus 
8. Mammillaria - Coryphantha, Escobaria, Pincushion Cacti 
9. Opuntia - Chollas, Prickly Pears 
10. Zygocactus, Schlumberga & Hybrids - Christmas, Easter, 

Thanksgiving Cacti 
11. Echinopsis, Lobivia, Trichocereus (Night Blooming Cereus) 
12. Any Other Genus Not Listed, Please Specify 
13. Agavaceae (Agave Family) Agave, Yucca, Sanserveria Aloe 
14. Asclepiadaceae (asclepiads) Stapelia, Hoya, Ceropegia, 

etc. 
15. Crassula 
16. Dish Garden - Cactus and/or Succulent Garden in Single 

Pot, Max 18" 
17. Echeveria 
18. Euphorbia 
19. Liliaceae (Lily Family) Other Than Aloe - Haworthia, 

Gasteria, etc. 
20. Mesembryanthemaceae (Ice Plant Family) Living Stones, 

Conophytum, Faucaria, Lithops 
21. Other Crassulaceae (Crassula Family) Kalanchoa, 

Aeonium, Sempervivum 
22. Sedum - Burro's Tail 
23. Any Crested or Monstrose Cactus or Other Succulent 
24. Any Other Succulent Species Not Listed - Sencia, 

Peperomia, Pachypodium 
 
Division 21: Cacti and Succulents - Open to All 
• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9am - 5pm. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $5.00    2nd $4.00    3rd $3.00 

 
Class: 
1. Cactus Collection of 3 or More Types in 1 Container 
2. Cactus Collection of 3 or More Different Types in 

Individual Pots 
3. Succulent Collection of 3 or More Types in One Pot 
4. Succulent Collection of 3 or More Different Types in 

Individual Pots  
5. Columnar Cacti - Oreocereus, Cephalocereus, Espostoa, 

Cerius, etc.  
6. Barrel Cacti - Echinocactus, Ferocactus 
7. Epiphyllum - Orchid Cactus 
8. Mammillaria - Coryphantha, Escobaria, Pincushion Cacti 
9. Opuntia - Chollas, Prickly Pears 
10. Zygocactus, Schlumberga & Hybrids - Christmas, Easter, 

Thanksgiving Cacti 
11. Echinopsis, Lobivia, Trichocereus (Night Blooming Cereus) 
12. Any Other Genus Not Listed, Please Specify 
13. Agavaceae (Agave Family) Agave, Yucca, Sanserveria Aloe  
14. Asclepiadaceae (asclepiads) Stapelia, Hoya, Ceropegia, 

etc.  

15. Crassula 
16. Dish Garden - Cactus and/or Succulent Garden in Single 

Pot, Max 18" 

17. Echeveria 
18. Euphorbia 
19. Liliaceae (Lily Family) Other Than Aloe - Haworthia, 

Gasteria, etc. 
20. Mesembryanthemaceae (Ice Plant Family) Living Stones, 

Conophytum, Faucaria, Lithops 
21. Other Crassulaceae (Crassula Family) Kalanchoa, 

Aeonium, Sempervivum 
22. Sedum - Burro's Tail 
23. Any Crested or Monstrose Cactus or Other Succulent 
 
 

Collections and Planters 
 

Division 22: Collections 

• Three pots hanging or upright all in same class 
• Label each pot - A, B, & C 
• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9am - 5pm. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $5.00    2nd $4.00    3rd $3.00 

 

Class 
1. Begonias 
2. Cacti 
3. Other Succulents 
4. Ferns 
5. Fuchsia 
6. Roses 
7. Herbs 

8. Impatiens 
9. Any other collection of related plants 
 
Division 23: Planters 
• Three or more different plants in one container 
• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9am - 5pm. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $5.00    2nd $4.00    3rd $3.00 

 

Class: 
1. Driftwood 
2. Wreath 
3. Novelty Planter - Something not made for plants 
4. Terrarium - Glass container planted (no larger than 

18”x18”x18”) 
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FFA Horticulture Division 
 

• Open to all FFA students. 
• Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9:00am - 5:00pm. 
• Three or more different plants in one container 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $10.00    2nd $5.00    3rd $3.00 

 
Division 24: FFA Youth Planters 
Class: 
1. Succulents 
2. Any Other Type 
 
 

Youth Container Gardens 
 

• Each entry in these classes shall have been made or 
produced by the exhibitor. 

• Overall size of garden should not exceed 15” any direction. 
• All plants must be on growing roots and should be 

established at least two (2) weeks before entry. 
• No plastic or other artificial plant material is allowed. 
• Garden should contain at least five different plants. 
• All articles entered are at the exhibitor's own risk. 
• Accessories should be in scale with your container and 

plants. 
• Legends: 

o Legends should be approximately 8 1/2 x 11 and 
laminated or in a plastic sleeve. 

o Draw a map of your garden and label plants on map. 
o Write neatly, people like to read the legend. 
o Entry submission Saturday September 12 to Monday 

September 14, 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
Division 25: Youth Container Gardens - Ages 6-8 
Class: 
1. “Animal Farm” - Depict a small farm scene 
 
Division 26: Youth Container Gardens - Ages 9-13 
Class: 
1. “A Succulent Place” - Use succulent plants 
 
Division 27: Youth Container Gardens - Ages 14-17 
Class: 
1. “Fern Grotto” - Use ferns and other lush plants 
 

 

 

 

Volunteer during or before the Fair! Volunteer 4 hours and 
receive free admission and parking to the Fair. We need 
volunteers all hours during the Fair to act as hosts inside the 
Floriculture Building. We also need volunteers Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday before the Fair. 
To volunteer: Contact Priscilla Hedgpeth - 

priscillah831@gmail.com 

Outdoor Gardens 
 

Garden Space Reservations Required by August 15th - After 
August 15th call for availability, please call Kevin Larkin (831) 
596-0323 to reserve a garden space. 
 

Outdoor Garden Rules: 

• The gardens are filled with redwood shavings if you need 
sand or topsoil please provide your own and put down 
plastic to keep it from going into shavings. 

• Please bring your own tools for working in gardens. 
• Gardens requiring electricity must provide their own 

weatherproof and grounded cord. 
• All gardens must be covered at least 40% by plants. 
• Prop construction should be done ahead of time, at home. 
• Absolutely no dyed, artificial, or painted flowers. 

• No cut plant materials. 
• No live animals permitted in gardens. 
• Gardens must be maintained in good condition for 

duration of the Fair. 
• Garden Completion deadline: Tuesday September 

15 by 8:30 am 

• Helpful Hints: Bury the pots and cans the plants are in 
(unless plants are in decorative pot). Make sure pots do 
not show. 

• All gardens should include a legend (see details below). 
• Legends: 

o Legends should be approximately 8 1/2 x 11 and 
laminated or in a plastic sleeve. 

o Draw a map of your garden and label plants on map. 
o Write neatly, people like to read the legend. 
o Do not use labels in the garden to number the plants, 

sketch and number them on your legend. 
o Do not put your name on your legend. 

 

Outdoor Garden Judges Score Card 

• Landscape design and appropriateness to Class    30 points 

• Quality of workmanship                                     25 points 

• Quality of materials                                           20 points 

• Adaptability to home usage                                20 points 

• Legend quality and accuracy                                5 points 

                                                               Total      100 points 

 
Junior Outdoor Gardens Age 6-8 
• Adults will not be permitted in the youth gardens during 

construction. Volunteers from the Floriculture Committee 
will be available to provide limited assistance to the youth. 

• Spaces will be assigned on a first-come basis. 
• Division 31 visit www.green-gardener.org and/or 

www.santacruzwatersavingplants.com for ideas. 
• There is a limit of three gardens per class. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
Division 28: Youth Outdoor Gardens - Ages 6-8 
(approximately 4’ x 6’ space) 
Class: 
1. “Ken and Barbie go to the Fair” 
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Youth Outdoor Gardens Age 9-17 
• Adults will not be permitted in the youth gardens during 

construction. Volunteers from the Floriculture Committee 
will be available to provide limited assistance to the youth. 

• Spaces will be assigned on a first come basis. 
• Division 31 visit www.green-gardener.org and/or 

www.santacruzwatersavingplants.com for ideas. 
• There is a limit of three gardens per class. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $175.00    2nd $150.00    3rd $125.00 
 
Division 29: Youth Outdoor Gardens - Ages 9-13 
(approximately 6’ x 6’ space) 
Class: 
1. “T-Rex’s Garden” - Use your imagination 
2. “Farm to Fair” - Use farm related items 
 
Division 30: Youth Outdoor Gardens - Ages 14-17 

(approximately 6’ x 6’ space) 
Class: 
1. “Fairground Junkies” - Use, reduce, and recycle 
2. “Galactic Garden” - Think of a garden in outer space 
 
Division 31: Open to All Youth Ages 9-17 - Monterey 
Bay-Friendly Landscapes 
(approximately 6’ x 6’ space) 
Class: 
1. “Waterwise Garden” - Create a low water use and/or 

native plant garden 
 
For ideas and tips to incorporate into your display visit 
the following web sites: 
https://green-gardener.org/about/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Adult Outdoor Gardens 
 

• Gardens are approximately 10' x 10'. 
• Spaces will be assigned on a first-come basis. 
• There is a limit of three gardens per class. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 32-35 
1st $500.00    2nd $400.00    3rd $300.00 

 

Division 32: Family Outdoor Gardens 

Class: 
1. “Buzzing With Life” - Build a garden using pollinator 

friendly plants 
 
 

Division 33: Individual Outdoor Gardens 
Class: 
1. “Apple Pies and Starry Skies” - Use your imagination to 

create a scene reminiscent of the Fair theme 
 
Division 34: Adult Club or Group Outdoor Gardens 
(including friends or neighborhood!) 
Class: 
1. “Succulent Serenity” - Incorporate succulents into a 

friendly garden setting 
 
Division 35: Open to All Adults - Monterey Bay Friendly 
Landscapes 
Class: 
1. “Waterwise Garden” - Create a low water use and/or 

native plant garden 
 
This class is sponsored by the Water Conservation 
Coalition. For ideas and tips to incorporate into your 
display visit the following web sites: 
 
https://green-gardener.org/about/ 
 
 

 
 
 

Commercial Outdoor Display Gardens - 
Not Judged 

 
• This Division open to nurseries, landscapers, and retail 

garden businesses. 
• Commercial garden space will be available only if judged 

Divisions do not fill. 
• Garden spaces are available on first come basis. 
• Plant tags as identifications of plants can be used. Tags 

must be 3” x 4” and legible from 10 feet away. 

 
Division 36: Commercial Outdoor Display Gardens - Not 
Judged – No Premium 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Class: 
1. “Waterwise Garden” - Create a low water use and/or 

native plant garden 
 
Volunteer during or before the Fair! Volunteer 4 hours and 
receive free admission and parking to the Fair. We need 
volunteers all hours during the Fair to act as hosts inside the 
Floriculture Building. We also need volunteers Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday before the Fair. 
To volunteer: Contact Priscilla Hedgpeth - 

priscillah831@gmail.com 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
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HANDSPUN/HANDWOVEN 
DEPARTMENT #235 

Cathy Walls-Department Head 
(831) 475-4708 

Harvest Building 
 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: September 30, 2026 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING August 27, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday August 30, 12pm-5pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish 

 
 

ADULT HANDSPUN/HANDWOVEN 
(18 years and over) 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
• ENTRY LIMIT: TWO (2) items per class per exhibitor. 

(All items must be entered in their MOST 
APPROPRIATE class.  Additional items exceeding 
limit in a given class but entered in other classes may 
be subject to disqualification). 

 

• NOTE: Exhibitors who will be entering the same items in 
both the Monterey County Fair and Santa Cruz County fair 
will have their items held upon release from Monterey and 
delivered to Santa Cruz on their behalf.  If this service is 
required, please designate such on each of the respective 
county entry forms. 

 

• INDIVIDUALS who have placed first in a class 3 or 
more times at the Santa Cruz County Fair should 
indicate “MASTERS” on that Section and Class entry. 

 
DIVISION 1: HANDSPUN YARNS 
RULES: 
• Fibers/yarns may have been dyed with natural or chemical 

dyes. If using natural dyes, the mordant should be specified. 
Dyed yarn must have been dyed by exhibitor, with the 
exception of entries in classes 4 and 11, which can be spun 
from commercially dyed fibers (noted as such on entry 
label). Note the type (brand) of dye used. 

• Please note if spun in grease and not yet washed. 
• Be as specific as possible as to intended use. 
• Skeins must be a minimum of 20 yards, must be tied in four 

(4) places. 

• Each entry in these classes must have attached a 3”x5” label 
with a sample of unspun fleece, fiber or roving (attach 

through hole punched in label; please do not staple), a 
minimum 3”x3” swatch of the completed product, and the 
following information: 

 

Division:________________________ Class:_______________ 

Source of fleece/fiber:_________________________________ 

Grade of Fleece:_____________________________________ 

(fine, medium, course) 

Breed of Sheep, if known:______________________________ 

Source, if Dyed:______________________________________ 

Intended use:_______________________________________ 
PLEASE NOTE: the more information you can give, the more 

helpful it is for the judge to evaluate your entry. 

 

Class: 

1. Natural (other than white) Colored Yarn [100% Sheep 
Wool] 

2. White Yarn [100% Sheep Wool] 
3. Naturally-Dyed Yarn [100% Sheep Wool] 
4. Synthetically-Dyed Yarn- [100% Sheep Wool] 
5. Mohair Yarn [100% Angora Goat wool] 
6. Angora Rabbit Yarn [100%] 
7. Luxury Fiber [llama, alpaca, camel, yak, quiviut, etc.] 
8. “Exotics” yarn (100% silk, ingeo, bamboo, soy silk, etc.) 
9. Plant/Bast Fiber Yarn [cotton, flax, hemp ramie] 
10. Blended Yarns [any combination Wool, Mohair, Angora, 

Luxury Fibers, “Exotics” and/or Plant/Bast] 
11. Spindle spun yarn – any yarn spun only on hand spindle 

(drop, supported, other non-mechanized spindle) 
12. Designer/Novelty/Art Yarn – Handspun yarn (any fiber) is 

the effect or designer yarn (main yarn) and is not the 
binder yarn. Binder or core yarn may be any fiber you 
choose including commercial spun yarn. Plying method 
must be unusual (i.e. boucle) not just a straight ply. 

13. Project or Variety Basket of Yarn – 5 or more skeins of 
varying weights, plies and/or fibers displayed in a basket 

14. Any other, please specify (Limit: 2 entries per exhibitor) 
15. Produced at the Fair 
16. Fair Theme 
 

DIVISION 2: CRAFTED WITH HANDSPUN 

RULES: 

• Entries in these classes must use HANDSPUN yarns, which 
must meet the criteria of HANDSPUN Yarns classes. 

• For handwoven entries, yarn other than handspun may be 
used as non-visible warp only. Visible warp/weft must be 
100% handspun. For rugs, commercial warp threads may be 
used, providing they are only visible as fringe or bound warp 
finish. 

• Class 12 –Items eligible include any currently eligible in the 
“Crafted” category. All items would compromise a single 
class. All items entered in this class would be judged using 
the scorecard appropriate for that item. Teams eligible to 
enter would include those in which both members live in the 
geographical area currently eligible to enter Santa Cruz 
County Fair; using whatever eligible fiber they wanted. 

• Each entry in these classes must have attached a 3”x5” label 
with a sample of unspun fleece, fiber or roving and finished 
yarn (attach through hole punched in label; please do not staple) 
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Division:__________________________ Class:____________ 
Source of fleece/fiber:________________________________ 

Grade of Fleece:_____________________________________ 

(fine, medium, course) 

Breed of Sheep, if known:_____________________________ 

Source, if Dyed:_________________ Plies:________________ 

Intended Use:_______________________________________ 
Please note: the more information you can give, the more 

helpful it is for the judge to evaluate your entry. 

 

Class: 

1. Accessory - hat, socks, mittens/gloves (other than natural 
fibers permitted to reinforce heels and toes of socks (i.e. 
dental floss, fish line, etc.) 

2. Article of clothing - handwoven 
3. Article of clothing - knitted, crocheted 
4. Shawl / Scarf/Cowl/Neckwear 
5. Item for the home 
6. Afghan/Blanket 
7. Rug 
8. Tapestry 
9. Toy 
10. Any other, please specify (Limit: 2 entries per exhibitor) 
11. Fair Theme 
12. Spinner-Maker - A class open to a team of two.  One 

member is the “spinner” who spun the yarn; the second is 
the “maker”, the person who used the yarn to make the 
finished item (List both team members on entry form). 

 

SPECIAL AWARD 

DOROTHY MILLER MEMORIAL AWARD 

EXCELLENCE IN SPINNING 

 

DIVISION 3: FELTING 

RULES: 

• Entries in this section may use a variety of fibers that may 
be combined with commercially spun yarns and/or 
commercially woven base fabrics. 

• Each entry in these classes must have attached a 3”X5” label 
with a sample of unspun fleece, fiber or roving (attach 
through hole punch in label; Please do not staple).  See 
Division 2 for label information. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: the more information you give, the more 

helpful it is for the judge to evaluate your entry. 

 

Class: 

1. Wet felting [unspun fibers, knitted/crocheted, woven 
fabric] 

2. Needle felting 
3. Laminated Nuno” felting 
4. Silk fusion 
5. Fair Theme 
 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION 4: CONTROL WEAVING WITH LOOM 

RULES: 

• Entries in these classes may use commercial yarn in all or 
any portion of the work. 

• Class 13 - Items eligible include any currently eligible in the 
“Control Weaving…” category.  All items would compromise 
a single class.  All items entered in this class would be 
judged using the scorecard appropriate for that item. Teams 
eligible to enter would include those in which both members 
live in the geographical area currently eligible to enter Santa 
Cruz County Fair, using whatever eligible materials they 
wanted. 

• Each entry in these classes must have attached a 3”x 5” 
label including a small sample of the yarns used (tied through 

a hole punched in the label; please do not staple) as well as the 
following information: 
 

Division:___________________ Class:___________________ 

Fiber:_____________________________________________ 

Technique:_________________________________________ 

Sett:____________ Harness:__________________________ 

Intended Use: ______________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTE: the more information you can give, the more 

helpful it is for the judge to evaluate your entry. 

 

Class: 

1. Wearing apparel 
2. Shawl / scarf 
3. Afghan/Blanket 
4. Item for the home 
5. Rug 
6. “For the Table” 
7. Dishtowel 
8. Bag or other accessory 
9. Wall hanging/Tapestry 
10. Toy 
11. Any other, please specify (limit: 2 entries per exhibitor) 
12. Fair Theme 
13. Weaver-Maker - A class open to a team of two. One 

member is the “weaver” who weaves the fabric; the 
second is the “maker”, the person who used the fabric to 
make a finished item (List both team members on entry form). 

 

DIVISION 5: OFF - LOOM WEAVING 

Coiling, Finger Weaving, Twining, Wrapping 

RULES: 

• Entries in these classes may use commercial yarn in all or 
any portion of the work. 

• Each entry in these classes must have attached a 3”x5” label 
including a small sample of the yarn (tied through hole punched 

in label; do not staple) as well as the following information: 
 

Division:__________________ Class:_____________________ 

Fiber:______________________________________________ 

Technique:__________________________________________ 

Sett:_______________________ Harness:________________ 

Intended use:_______________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTE: the more information you can give, the more 

helpful it is for the judge to evaluate your entry 
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Class: 

1. Wearing apparel 
2. Shawl / scarf 
3. Item for the home 
4. Rug 
5. “For the Table” 
6. Wall hanging / Tapestry 
7. Basket 
8. Bag or other accessory 
9. Any other, please specify 
10. Fair Theme 
 

 

SPECIAL AWARD 

CARRIE JACOBSON-MAY MEMORIAL AWARD 

EXCELLNCE IN WEAVING 

 

 

DIVISION 6: SURFACE DESIGN 

Description: technique that manipulates or changes the 

surface of a fabric using traditional techniques which can 

include: painting, dyeing, printing/stamping, stenciling, 

applying resists, stitching, embellishing (e.g. adding beads), 

collaging, weaving, paper work, embroidery, etc. 

RULES: 

• Entries in this division may use a variety of fibers that may 
be combined with commercially or handspun spun yarns 
and/or commercially or hand woven base fabrics. 

• Each entry in these classes must have attached a 3”X5” 
label with a sample of fabric, fiber or roving used (attach 
through hole punch in label; Please do not staple) and the 
following information: 

 

Division:_________________ Class:___________________ 

Fabric/fleece/fibers:________________________________ 

Dye type or pigment source (if used):__________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Technique:_______________________________________ 

Intended use:_____________________________________ 

 

PLEASE NOTE: the more information you give, the more 

helpful it is for the judge to evaluate your entry. 

Class: 

1. Resist techniques - shibori, ikat, tie-dye, batik 

2. Contact dyeing/EcoPrint -botanicals and other pigmented 

items are placed in direct contact with the fabric leaving a 

pigment image on the cloth. 

3. Block printing/Stamping/Stenciling 

4. Painted warp 

5. Handcrafted paper 

6. Dimensional sculpture (2D, 3D) including stitching and 

embellishment 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH HANDSPUN/HANDWOVEN 
 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

• ENTRY LIMIT: TWO (2) items per class per 
exhibitor. (All items must be entered in their MOST 
APPROPRIATE class. Additional items exceeding 
limit in a given class but entered in other classes 
may be subject to disqualification). 

 

NOTE: 
Exhibitors who will be entering the same items in both the 
Monterey Co. Fair and Santa Cruz Co. Fair may have their 
items held upon release from Monterey and delivered to 
receiving at Santa Cruz on their behalf. If this service is 
desired, please designate such on each of the respective 
county entry forms. 
 

RULES: 

• Fibers used for these yarns must be wool, mohair, angora, 
llama/alpaca or a plant/baste fiber, or a combination of 
these fibers. 

• Fibers/yarns may have been dyed with natural or chemical 
dyes. If using natural dyes, the mordant should be specified. 
Note the type (brand) of dye used. 

• Please note if spun in grease and not yet washed. 
• Be as specific as possible as to intended use. 

• For handspun and felted entries: 

Skeins must be a minimum of 20 yards and must be tied in 
four (4) places (NOTE: not required for felted item) and 
have attached a 3”x5” label with a sample of unspun fleece, 
fiber or roving (attach through hole punched in label; 
please do not staple) and the following information: 

 

Division: ______________________Class:________________ 

Source of fleece/fiber:________________________________ 

Grade of Fleece:_____________________________________ 

  (fine, medium, course) 

Breed of Sheep, if known:_____________________________ 

Source, if Dyed:_____________________________________ 

Intended use:_______________________________________ 

 

For hand-woven entries: 

Each entry in these classes must have attached a 3”x5” label 

including a small sample of the yarn (Minimum one yard) (tied 

through hole punched in label; please do not staple) as well 

as the following information: 

 

Division:___________________ Class:___________________ 

Fiber:______________________________________________ 

Technique:__________________________________________ 

Sett:______________________ Harness:_________________ 

Intended use:_______________________________________ 

 
Please note: the more information you can give, the more 
helpful it is for the judge to evaluate your entry. 
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DIVISION 7: UP THROUGH 11 YEARS 
DIVISION 8: 12 THROUGH 17 YEARS 
 

Class: 
1. Handspun Wool Yarn - undyed [100% Sheep Wool] 
2. Handspun Wool Yarn - dyed [100% Sheep Wool] 
3. Handspun Yarn - undyed; any fiber or blend other than 

wool 
4. Handspun Yarn - dyed; any fiber or blend other than wool 
5. Basket of Yarn - 5 or more skeins of handspun yarn 

displayed in basket 
6. Knitted or crocheted item - made with handspun yarn 
7. Handwoven article - made with handspun yarn 
8. Handwoven article - made with commercial yarn 
9. Handmade felt 
10. Group project - woven item made by two or more 

students in a class setting 
11. Any other, please specify (1 entry per exhibitor) 
12. Fair Theme 
 
 
 

HOME ARTS DEPARTMENT 
DEPARTMENTS #220 & #225 

Nancy Chames-Department Head 
nancychames@icloud.com 

Karen Hawkinson – Co-Chair 
Susan Moulton – Co-Chair 

Harvest Building 
 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, Santa Clara, San Mateo, 
and Monterey counties 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING Preserved Foods, Clothing & 
Textiles, Quilts, Arts & 
Crafts: 
August 27, 2026 
 
Baked Goods & Confections: 
September 10, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Preserved Foods, Clothing & 
Textiles, Quilts, Arts & 
Crafts: 
Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday August 30 12pm-5pm.  
Baked Goods & Confections: 
Saturday September 12, 9am to 
5pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 9 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish and American 

 
Special Information 
The Home Arts Department includes five (5) categories: 
• Baked Goods & Confections 

• Preserved Foods 

• Clothing & Textiles 

• Quilts 

• Arts & Crafts 

 

All General Rules which appear here will apply to all 
categories in Home Arts. 
 
All entry forms and entries will be accepted up to and including 
receiving days. 
 
Online entries are highly encouraged to facilitate receiving. 
 
Exhibitors are limited to two (2) kinds, varieties or types per 
class. No exceptions or duplicates. 
 
All entries are entered solely at the owner’s risk.  Fair 
management assumes no obligation other than ordinary 
security protection. 
 
No one outside of the committee in charge of the department 
will be permitted to handle entries while on display. 
 
AMATEUR is defined as an exhibitor who engages in an art or 

craft as a hobby or for the love of the work, and whose income 

from sales or teaching does not exceed $5,000 per year. 

 
PROFESSIONALS/TEACHERS are defined as meeting or 

exceeding $5,000.00 per year in revenue over product entry. 

 
DEPARTMENT 220 
• ADULTS (ages 18 & over) 
• FAMILY or TEAMS of MENTOR & CHILDREN 
• Must be 18 years old on or by January 1, 2026 
 

DEPARTMENT 225 

• PROFESSIONALS/TEACHERS 
to compete with other professionals/teachers. 
All exhibitors will use the same division and class 

numbers. 
 

HOME ARTS JUDGING and AWARD INFORMATION 
 
During first round of judging, all entries are judged using the 
DANISH SYSTEM. All entries are judged against a standard 
of perfection; they are not in competition with or compared to 
each other. Multiple first, second, and third place ribbons can 
be awarded. 
 
During the second round of judging the entries are judged 
using the AMERICAN SYSTEM. All entries are judged against 
a standard of perfection as well as against other entries. This 
system is used to determine Best of Show, Best of Division, 
Best Overall, and Special Contests. 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
BEST INCORPORATION OF THE FAIR THEME 
One (1) Rosette for ADULT in each category. 

BEST OF DIVISION 
One (1) Rosette for ADULT in each category. 
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BEST OF SHOW 
One (1) Rosette for ADULT in each category. No monetary 

award. 

PROFESSIONAL/TEACHER 
Will receive rosette only - no monetary award. 
Not eligible for “BEST OF” awards. 
 
AMATEUR AWARDS 
 
Santa Cruz Knitting Guild: $50 for ADULT Best in Division - 

Knitting 

Pajaro Valley Quilt Association: $100 for ADULT Best in 

Show Quilt 

 

HOME ARTS SPECIAL CONTESTS 
 

All entries are to be delivered to the Home Arts Department, in 
the Harvest Building, on the day of the contest by 3:00 pm. 

Live judging will begin at 3:30 pm. 
 

Decorated Cupcakes with Fair Theme  
 
“Apple Pies and Starry Skies” Please bring a minimum of three 
(3) for judging. 

Thursday, September 17, 2026 

 

 

 

 

Giant Cookie Contest 

Please bring one (1) cookie, minimum of 12” 

Friday, September 18, 2026 

 

 

 

 

Fresh Salsa Contest 

Bring one (1) pint of fresh salsa.  Any flavor or kind. 

Saturday, September 19, 20 

 

 

 

 

Premium Awards - Rosettes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place. 
Monetary award of $25 for each first-place winner. 

Baked Goods & Confections 
 

Notes: 

All general rules which appear at the beginning of the Home 

Arts Department will apply to this category. 

For the Preserved Foods and Baked Goods & Confections 

categories, entries are to be prepared at home. 

Bring all entries (except for pies) on heavy disposable plates - 

only. 

LIMIT: two (2) different recipes per class. 

 

Division: 105 Non-Yeast Loaf 

Class:                     Whole Loaf 

1. Banana Nut Bread 

2. Carrot Bread 

3. Coffee Cake 

4. Gingerbread 

5. Lemon Bread 

6. Pumpkin Bread 

7. Zucchini Bread 

8. Gluten Free (specify) 

9. Any Other Non-Yeast (specify) 

 

Division: 110 Non-Yeast - Non-Loaf 

Class:                   ½ Dozen (6) 

1. Biscuits 

2. Corn Bread/Corn Muffins 

3. Muffins 

4. Scones 

5. Tortillas 

6. Gluten Free (specify) 

7. Any other Non-Yeast (specify) 

 

Division: 115 Yeast Loaf 

Class:               Whole Loaf 

1. Cinnamon 

2. Foreign Breads (specify) 

3. Oatmeal 

4. Sourdough 

5. White 

6. Whole Wheat 

7. Gluten Free (specify) 

8. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 120 Yeast Non-Loaf 

Class:                 ½ dozen (6) 

1. Buns 

2. Cinnamon Rolls 

3. Rolls 

4. Gluten Free (specify) 

5. Any Other (specify) 
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Division: 125 Bread Machine Breads 

Class:                          Whole Loaf 

1. White 

2. Wheat 

3. Savory 

4. Sweet 

5. Gluten Free (specify) 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 130 Cakes 

Class:          Whole Cake 

1. Angel Food 

2. Banana 

3. Bundt 

4. Carrot 

5. Chocolate 

6. Lemon 

7. Pound 

8. White 

9. Gluten Free (specify) 

10. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 135 Cheesecakes 

Class:                Whole Cake 

1. Fruit 

2. New York 

3. Original 

4. Pumpkin 

5. Savory 

6. Gluten Free (specify) 

7. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 140 Cupcakes 

Class:              ½ dozen (6) 

1. Chocolate 

2. Cake Pops 

3. White 

4. Yellow 

5. Gluten Free (specify) 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 145 Decorated Foods 

• Cake may be a dummy.  Styrofoam or cardboard may be 

used provided the shape is one which cold reasonably be 

achieved through baking. 

• All decorations must be edible except candles, candle 

holders or figurines. 

• Secure all decorations firmly. 

• Items will be judged on decoration only (there will be no 

tasting). 

• Cookies must be handmade. 

Class: 1 whole item OR ½ dozen (6) 

1. Decorated Cake 

2. Wedding Cake 

3. Decorated Cookies 

4. Decorated Cupcakes 

5. Gingerbread House 

6. Molded Confection 

7. Sugar Art 

8. Professional, any 

9. Fair Theme 

10. Gluten Free (specify) 

11. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 150 Cookies 

Class:           ½ dozen (6) 

1. Bar 

2. Biscotti 

3. Brownie 

4. Chocolate 

5. Chocolate Chip 

6. Fruit Bar 

7. Ginger 

8. Shortbread Cookie 

9. Lemon 

10. Macaroons 

11. Molasses 

12. No Bake 

13. Oatmeal 

14. Peanut Butter 

15. Shaped & Pressed 

16. Sugar 

17. Gluten Free (specify) 

18. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 155 Pies 

• No whipped cream toppings 

• All pie plates must have exhibitor’s name and phone 

number on bottom. 

Class:         Whole pie – minimum 5” 

1. Apple 

2. Apricot 

3. Berry 

4. Cherry 

5. Custard 

6. Fruit Crisps 

7. Lemon Meringue 

8. Mixed Fruit 

9. Nut, any type (specify) 

10. Pumpkin 

11. Quiche 

12. Tart 

13. Gluten Free (specify) 

14. Any Other (specify) 
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Division: 160 Pastries 

Class:           ½ dozen (6) 

1. Cream Puffs 

2. Danish 

3. Eclairs 

4. Empanadas 

5. Fruit Pastry 

6. Fruit Strudel 

7. Puff Pastry 

8. Gluten Free (specify) 

9. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 165 Confections 

Class:       6 pieces or ½ pound 

1. Brittle 

2. Caramels 

3. Chocolate, dipped 

4. Divinity 

5. Filled Chocolate Candy 

6. Fudge, Chocolate 

7. Fudge, Chocolate and Nuts 

8. Fudge, Any Other 

9. Hard Candy 

10. Penuche 

11. Rocky Road 

12. Toffee 

13. Truffles 

14. Turkish Delight 

15. Gluten Free (specify) 

16. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 170 Special Diet 

Class:    Whole loaf, cake or pie or ½ dozen (6) 

1. Flourless 

2. Low Fat 

3. Low Sodium 

4. Low Sugar 

5. Sugar Free 

6. Sugar Substitute 

7. Vegan 

8. Gluten Free (specify) 

9. Any Other (specify) 

 

Preserved Foods 
 

Notes: 

• All general rules which appear at the beginning of the 

Home Arts Department will apply to this category. 

• For the Preserved Foods entries are to be prepared at 

home. 

• Items which have been shown at any previous Santa Cruz 

County Fair are not eligible. 

• Soft spreads enhanced with alcohol, herbs, etc. may only 

be entered in those specified classes. 

• Bring TWO (2) containers for judging. One will be 

used for judging, the other for display.  Pick up judged 

entry jars Thursday, after judging. 

• All jars must be standard clear canning jars with a two (2) 

part metal lid and ring band closure. No colored jars. No 

paraffin wax or inversion method. 

• Vinegars & liqueurs should be entered in glass bottles or 

decanters (minimum 8 oz.). 

• Dipping Oils should be entered in clear glass containers 

with lids (minimum 2 oz.). 

• Dehydrated foods may be entered in canning jars or any 

self-sealing bags or containers 

• All processed jars must be properly sealed.  Unsealed jars 

and jars that cannot be opened by the judges will be 

disqualified and may not be displayed. 

• All entries must HAVE 2 LABELS. 

o One label with exhibitor’s name on the bottom of the 

jar. 

o Second label must be no larger than 2” x 2” and 

placed on the side of the container (see example.) 

The name of exhibitor must NOT be on this 

label. 

o Labels must include: 

1. product name 

2. date prepared 

3. preservation method, (WB for Water Bath, PC for 

Pressure Canner, SC for Steam Canned) 

4. process time 

5. all ingredients on label: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Open kettle items will not be accepted. 

• Elderberry and White Peach entries will not be 

accepted as per State Rules. 

• The following headspaces must be utilized for each 

product: 

o 1/4” for jams, jellies, preserves, conserves, butters, 

marmalades and curds. 

o 1/2” for fruits, tomatoes, sauerkraut, pickles, relishes, 

chutneys, sauces and salsa. 

o 1” to 1 1/4” for pressured canned products 

• LIMIT: two (2) different recipes per class. 

• All low or non-acid foods; (vegetables, meats, poultry, 

and fish) must be canned Under Pressure. All high acid 

foods: (jams, jellies soft spreads, pickles, relishes, 

chutneys, fruit and tomatoes) must be processed in a 

boiling water bath. Low-acid fruit, such as figs, must be 

made more acidic by adding lemon juice as directed in the 

USDA Complete Guide to Home Canning.  

Cara Cara Marmalade 

03/06/25 – WB – 10 mins 

Cara Cara Oranges, Unrefined 

Sugar, Organic Lemons, Organic 

Beet Juice, Pectin 
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Division: 205 Refrigerated Foods 

Package according to contents 

Class: 

1. Cheese, up to 1/2 lb. 

2. Curd 

3. Eggs, Preserved 

4. Lemonade 

5. Olives, Preserved 

6. Pesto 

7. Pumpkin Butter 

8. Tea 

9. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 210 Meats, Poultry & Fish 

Entry will be judged only by appearance. Judges do not open 

and taste. 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1 pint to 1 quart 

Class: 

1. Baked Beans 

2. Fish, Meat & Poultry 

3. Soup 

4. Spaghetti Sauce with Meat 

5. Low Salt (specify) 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 215 Canned Juices 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1 pint to 1 quart 

Class: 

1. Apple 

2. Berry 

3. Cider (unfiltered juice) 

4. Tomato 

5. Vegetable 

6. Low Sugar (specify) 

7. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 220 Canned Fruits 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1 pint to 1 quart 

Class: 

1. Apricots 

2. Apples 

3. Apple Sauce 

4. Berries 

5. Cherries 

6. Peaches 

7. Pears 

8. Plums 

9. Spiced or Flavored 

10. Low Sugar (specify) 

11. Sugar Free (specify) 

12. Any Other (specify) 

 

 

 

 

 

Division: 225 Canned Vegetables 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1 pint to 1 quart 

Class: 

1. Beans 

2. Beets 

3. Carrots 

4. Corn 

5. Mixed Vegetables - 2 or more 

6. Tomatoes 

7. Low or No Salt (specify) 

8. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 230 Pickles 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1 pint to 1 quart 

Class: 

1. Bread and Butter 

2. Dill 

3. Sweet 

4. Beans, Whole 

5. Fruit 

6. Vegetables 

7. Low Salt (specify) 

8. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 235 Relishes 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1 pint to 1 quart 

Class: 

1. Zucchini 

2. Chutney 

3. Cucumber 

4. Salsa 

5. Low Salt (specify) 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 240 Sauces 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1 pint to 1 quart 

Class: 

1. BBQ Sauce 

2. Chili Sauce 

3. Ketchup 

4. Marinade 

5. Mustard 

6. Tomato Sauce, Meatless 

7. Low Salt (specify) 

8. Any Other (specify) 
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Division: 245 Jams 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1/4 pint to 1 pint 

Class: 

1. Alcohol Infused 

2. Apricot 

3. Apricot & Pineapple 

4. Blackberry 

5. Blueberry 

6. Fig 

7. Herb + Fruit 

8. Mixed Fruit - 2 Fruits (specify) 

9. Mixed Fruit - 3 or more (specify) 

10. Olallieberry 

11. Peach 

12. Pear 

13. Pepper + Fruit (specify) 

14. Plum 

15. Raspberry 

16. Strawberry 

17. Tropical 

18. Spice/Enhanced 

19. Low or No Sugar (specify) 

20. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 250 Jellies 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1/4 pint to 1 pint 

Class: 

1. Alcohol Infused 

2. Apple 

3. Berry 

4. Grape 

5. Mint 

6. Mixed Fruit (specify) 

7. Pepper 

8. Plum 

9. Pomegranate 

10. Spiced/Enhanced 

11. Wine/Champagne 

12. Low or No Sugar (specify) 

13. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 255 Preserves 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1/4 pint to 1 pint 

Class: 

1. Apricot 

2. Cherry 

3. Peach 

4. Plum 

5. Strawberry 

6. Low Sugar 

7. Sugar Free 

8. Any Combo (specify) 

9. Any Other (specify) 

 

 

 

Division: 260 Butters, Conserves & Marmalade 

Standard Clear Glass Jars - 1/4 pint to 1 pint 

Note: Pumpkin Butter falls under Division 205 - Refrigerated 

Foods, Class 7. 

Class: 

1. Apple Butter 

2. Pear Butter 

3. Plum Butter 

4. Butter, Other (specify) 

5. Conserves (specify) 

6. Marmalade, Any 1 Citrus (specify) 

7. Marmalade, Any 2 Citrus (specify) 

8. Marmalade, Other (specify) 

9. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 265 Dehydrated Foods 

Package according to contents 

Class: 

1. Dried Fruit (specify) 

2. Dried Herbs (specify) 

3. Dried Meats (specify) 

4. Dried Vegetables (specify) 

5. Dry Rubs, Seasoning Mix/Blend (specify) 

6. Jerky 

7. Seasoned Nuts (specify) 

8. Tea (specify) 

9. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 270 Gourmet 

Package according to contents 

Class: 

1. Brandied Fruit 

2. Dessert Topping or Filling 

3. Extracts 

4. Horseradish 

5. Liqueurs/Cordials 

6. Oils 

7. Salt, flavored 

8. Sauerkraut 

9. Sugar, flavored 

10. Syrup 

11. Vinegar 

12. Low Salt (specify) 

13. Low Sugar (specify) 

14. Any Other (specify) 

 

Clothing & Textiles 
 

Notes: 

• All general rules which appear at the beginning of the 
Home Arts Department will apply to this category. 

• Exhibits must be adequately and correctly labeled, 
clean, and pressed and must not show excessive 
wear.  If pet hair or smoke odor is present, exhibit 
will not be judged. 

• Items which have been shown at any previous Santa Cruz 
County Fair are not eligible. 
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Division: 305 Sewing 

Class: 

1. Baby Garments 

2. Children's Garments 

3. Adult Garments 

4. Aprons 

5. Household (Pillow case, pot holder, table runner, napkin, 

etc.) 

6. Pin Cushions 

7. Accessories 

8. Costumes 

9. Doll Clothes 

10. Fair Theme 

11. Any Other (specify) 

 

Note: 

Needle Arts, Divisions 310 - 335, are for hand knitted, 

crocheted, tatted, crewel, surface embroidery, needlepoint, 

counted cross stitch, machine knitted, machine embroidered, 

embellished work, ribbon embroidery, lace styles and 

techniques. 

ENTRIES ARE JUDGED PRIMARILY ON THEIR 

NEEDLEWORK. 

 

**Please provide a note explaining variety of yarn (wool, 

acrylic, etc.), and the technique used with your entry. 

 

Division: 310 Knitting 

Class: 

1. Accessory (hat, scarf, purse, mittens, fingerless mittens, 

etc.) 

2. Afghan, baby, any size 

3. Afghan, Fair Isle or similar, intarsia, modular, mosaic, 

other (specify) 

4. Afghan, solid color, any technique (specify) 

5. Afghan, other (specify) 

6. Infant set (sweater, cap and booties) 

7. Baby garment (specify) 

8. Toddler or child garment (specify) 

9. Adult coat, sweater or vest 

10. Shawl 

11. Exhibitor's original design (specify)** 

12. Holiday theme, wearable (specify) 

13. Holiday theme, non-wearable (specify) 

14. Fair Theme, any item (specify) 

15. Any Other (specify)** 

 

Division: 315 Crochet 

Class: 

1. Afghan 

2. Afghan, baby 

3. Infant set (sweater, cap and booties) 

4. Baby or toddler garment (specify) 

5. Child garment (specify) 

6. Adult garment (specify) 

7. Shawl 

8. Accessory (hat, scarf, purse, etc.) 

9. Doily 

10. Toy or pillow 

11. Tablecloth 

12. Exhibitor's original design (specify)** 

13. Holiday theme, wearable (specify) 

14. Holiday theme, non-wearable (specify)** 

15. Fair theme (specify)** 

16. Any Other (specify)** 

 

Division: 320 Lace 

Class: 

1. Lace, crochet 

2. Lace, tatted 

3. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 325 Surface Embroidery  

Division: 326 Machine Embroidery 

 

Class: 

1. Framed embroidery, gold work, stump work, etc. (specify) 

2. Not Framed Embroidery, gold work, stump work, etc. 

(including pillows, tablecloths, pillowcases, etc.) 

3. Any Other – Tamari balls, machine embroidery, ribbon 

embroidery, etc. (specify) 

 

Division: 330 Counted Thread Classes 

Class: 

1. Large Framed Cross Stitch – Design size over   12” in 

either direction 

2. Small Framed Cross Stitch – Design size 12” under in 

either direction 

3. Large Framed Sampler– Design size over   12” in either 

direction 

4. Small Framed Sampler– Design size 12” and under in 

either direction 

5. Not Framed – pillows, bell pulls, etuis, wearables, etc. 

6. Any Other – drawn thread, pulled thread, blackwork, 

Hardanger, Swedish huck weaving, etc. (specify) 

 

Division: 335 Needlepoint 

Class: 

1. Large Framed Needlepoint– Design size over 12” in either 

direction 

2. Small Framed Needlepoint Design size 12” and under in 

either direction 

3. Large Framed Sampler– Design size over 12” in either 

direction 

4. Small Framed Sampler Design size 12” and under in either 

direction 

5. Not Framed– pillows, bell pulls, etuis, wearables, etc. 

6. Any Other (specify) 
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Division: 340 Rugs & Other 

Limits: Size - no rug larger than 8 ft 

Class: 

1. Braided Rug - less than 5 ft 

2. Braided Rug - 5 ft to 8 ft 

3. Latch Hook Rug 

4. Punch Needle Rug 

5. Speed Tufted Rug 

6. Traditional Hooked Rug 

7. Household (placemats, trivets, potholders, chair pads, 

backets, stool covers, etc. of any technique above 

8. Fair Theme 

9. Any other (specify) 

 

Quilts 
 

Notes: 

Quilt Definition: A quilt consists of three layers—a fabric top, 

a fabric back, and a soft material between.  These layers are 

held together with either patterned hand stitches or patterned 

machine stitching that pierce all three layers. 

• All work must be done by exhibitor(s) ONLY and 

completed between 2025-2026; excluding machine 

quilting. 

• ALL QUILTS MUST HAVE A PERMANENT OR 

TEMPORARY 4” SLEEVE ON BACK (TOP) FOR 

HANGING PURPOSES 

• All Quilts must have the Length, Width & Total 

Perimeter listed on the entry form. Quilts must be 

folded so the bottom right corner is on top with the quilt 

length, width and total perimeter pinned to that corner 

(see example). Please include NAME of Machine quilter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Quilts must be in good condition, clean, free from pet hair, 

dirt, smoke or other odors or it will not be judged. 

Quilt Perimeter = total measurement of outside edges 

in inches. 

 

DIVISION: 350 - Hand Quilted - ART 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt:  359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” – 358” 

3. Small Quilt:  50 – 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt:  less than 50” 

 

 

 

DIVISION: 351 - Hand Quilted - TRADITIONAL 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt:  359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” - 358” 

3. Small Quilt:  50 - 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION 355 - Pieced Quilt - ART 

Piecing predominates over applique or other techniques; 

machine or longarm/midarm machine quilted 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt: 359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” - 358” 

3. Small Quilt: 50 - 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION 356 - Pieced Quilt - TRADITIONAL 

Piecing predominates over applique or other techniques; 

machine or longarm/midarm machine quilted 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt:  359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” - 358” 

3. Small Quilt:  50 - 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION: 360 - Applique - ART 

Applique predominates over piecing other techniques; machine 

or longarm/midarm machine quilted 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt: 359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” - 358” 

3. Small Quilt: 50 - 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION: 361 - Applique - TRADITIONAL 

Applique predominates over piecing other techniques; machine 

or longarm/midarm machine quilted 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt: 359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” – 358” 

3. Small Quilt: 50 – 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION 365 - Pieced & Applique - ART 

Combination of piecing and applique where neither 

predominates more than 60%; machine or longarm/midarm 

machine quilted 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt: 359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” - 358” 

3. Small Quilt: 50 - 240”  

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 
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DIVISION 366 - Pieced & Applique - TRADITIONAL 

Combination of piecing and applique where neither 

predominates more than 60%; machine or longarm/midarm 

machine quilted 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt: 359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” – 358” 

3. Small Quilt: 50 – 240”  

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION 370 - Kit Quilt - ART 

Composed of patterns, fabrics and quilting designs packaged 

as a unit.  Includes printed whole cloth quilt tops and block of 

the month quilts.  Machine or longarm/midarm machine 

quilted. Kit quilts will not be judged for Best of Show. 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt: 359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” – 358” 

3. Small Quilt: 50 – 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION 371 - Kit Quilt - TRADITIONAL 

Composed of patterns, fabrics and quilting designs packaged 

as a unit.  Includes printed whole cloth quilt tops and block of 

the month quilts.  Machine or longarm/midarm machine 

quilted. Kit quilts will not be judged for Best of Show. 

Class (total perimeter): 

1. Large Quilt: 359” - above 

2. Medium Quilt: 241” – 358” 

3. Small Quilt: 50 – 240” 

4. Miniature Quilt: less than 50” 

 

DIVISION 375 - Other - ART 

Class: 

1. Art Quilt: Original design; one person only 

2. First Quilt: Any size 

3. Group/Family Quilt: Made by more than two persons 

4. Quilted Wearables: Any item of apparel 

5. Quilted Non-Wearables: pillow, purse, bag, table runner, 

etc. 

6. Fair Theme 

7. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION 376 - Other - TRADITIONAL 

Class: 

1. Art Quilt: Original design; one person only 

2. First Quilt: Any size 

3. Group/Family Quilt: Made by more than two persons 

4. Quilted Wearables: Any item of apparel 

5. Quilted Non-Wearables: pillow, purse, bag, table runner, 

etc. 

6. Fair Theme 

7. Any Other (specify) 

 

 

 

 

Arts & Crafts 
 

Notes: 

• All general rules which appear at the beginning of the 
Home Arts Department will apply to this category. 

• Entries in this category should be articles in the home. 
Entries pertaining to other departments such as 
Horticulture, Floriculture or Fine Arts may be transferred 
to those departments. 

• Entries in the “Any Other” classes may only be entered if 
there is no class listed for that category or in another 
department. 

• Items which have been shown at any previous Santa Cruz 
County Fair are not eligible. 

 

DIVISION: 405 – Ceramics 

Class: 

1. Animals 

2. Containers 

3. Figurines 

4. Home Decor 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 410 – Pottery 

Class: 

1. Bowl 

2. Dinnerware 

3. Vase 

4. Fair Theme 

5. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 415 – Natural Media 

Class: 

1. Basket 

2. Center piece 

3. Dry Arrangement 

4. Wreath 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 420 – Wood 

All Wood entries must contain at least 90% wood 

Class: 

1. Bird House 

2. Bowl 

3. Box 

4. Cutting Board 

5. Doll House 

6. Game Board 

7. Hand Carved 

8. Intarsia 

9. Jewelry Box 

10. Marquetry 

11. Picture Frame 

12. Table 

13. Toy 
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14. Kits which make any wood item 

15. Fair Theme 

16. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 425 – Metal 

Limits:  Size – 2’ x 2’ x 4’; Weight – 50 pounds 

Class: 

1. Indoor Use Item 

2. Outdoor Use Item 

3. Fair Theme 

4. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 430 – Dolls 

Class: 

1. Holiday 

2. Porcelain 

3. Stuffed Body/Porcelain 

4. Stuffed & Dresses 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 435 – Toys and Animals 

Class: 

1. Animals, jointed 

2. Animals, stuffed 

3. Blocks, stuffed 

4. Yo-Yo 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 440 – Jewelry  

Class: 

1. Bracelet 

2. Earrings 

3. Holiday 

4. Necklace 

5. Pendant 

6. Pins 

7. Fair Theme 

8. Any Other jewelry item 

 

DIVISION: 445 – Holiday Decorations 

Class 

1. Tree Ornaments 

2. Mantle Decoration 

3. Tablecloth 

4. Table Decoration 

5. Wreaths 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION: 450 – Decorative Painting 

Decorative painting is a diverse art form. A variety of 

techniques may be used to decorate, both functional and 

decorative surfaces, including wood, tin, fabric, ceramics and 

canvas. The use of patterns and freehand design are allowed. 

Class: 

1. Animal & Birds 

2. Christmas 

3. Flowers 

4. Fruits & Vegetables 

5. Folk Art 

6. Holiday Theme 

7. Landscapes 

8. Original Designs 

9. People 

10. Still Life 

11. Fair Theme 

12. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 455 – Rubber Stamping 

All images and lettering must be hand stamped. No mechanical 

reproductions of images. Any variety of techniques, media and 

embellishments may be used. No stickers or decals. 

Class: 

1. Greeting Cards 

2. Holiday 

3. Stationary 

4. Fair Theme 

5. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 460 – Scrapbooks 

Class: 

1. Book 

2. Themed Pages, individual 

3. Fair Theme 

4. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 465 – Mosaics 

Class: 

1. Furniture 

2. Mirrors 

3. Stepping Stone, decorative 

4. Stepping Stone, utility 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 470 – Recycled 

Class: 

1. Decorative 

2. Denim 

3. Furniture 

4. Wearable 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 
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DIVISION: 475 – Duct Tape 

Class: 

1. Bowl 

2. Box 

3. Decorative 

4. Original Designs 

5. Purse & Wallet 

6. Wearable 

7. Fair Theme 

8. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 480 – Soaps & Lotions 

For bar soap/lotion please submit 2 identical bars per entry. 

Class: 

1. Bar Soap 

2. Decorative Soap 

3. Granulated Soap 

4. Liquid Soap 

5. Bar Lotion 

6. Liquid Lotion 

7. Any Other (Specify) 

 

DIVISION: 485 – Leather 

Class: 

1. Book Cover 

2. Hair Accessory 

3. Household 

4. Wearable 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 490 – Miscellaneous 

Class: 

1. Bedazzled item 
2. Box 
3. Mobile 
4. Origami  
5. Papier Mache 
6. Diamond Art 
7. Fair Theme, not entered in other divisions 
8. Any Other (specify) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGO DEPARTMENT 
DEPARTMENT #160 

Russell Sanderson-Department Head 
(831) 682-1301 

J.J. Crosetti Building 

 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: September 12, 2026 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING August 27, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday Sept. 5, 9am-5pm 
Sunday Sept. 6, 12pm-5pm. 
Saturday Sept. 12, 9am-5pm 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 9 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish 

 

RULES: 

• If Lego exceeds spot dimension (2’x2’x2’), please text 
department head. Special dimensions will be 
accommodated for online entries only. 

• Spots are allotted on a first come, first served choice 
procedure on Entry Receiving Day. It is highly 
recommended to come early. 

• For optimal judging outcome, it is highly advised to put a 
person touch on your creation. 

 

Lego Judging Rubric: 

Is Lego product used?    30% 

Is Lego sculpture presented well in spot?    35% 

Is Lego sculpture unique? (personal touches on kids are highly 

recommended)    35% 

 

Online Entries are guaranteed a reserved spot. Walk-in entries 

are allowed until spots are full. 

YOU MAY BRING IN ENTRY FORM ON DAY OF RECEIVING, 

BUT YOU ARE NOT GUARANTEED A SPOT. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

DIVISION 1: UNDER 5 YEARS 

DIVISION 2: 6-8 YEARS 

DIVISION 3: 9-12 YEARS 

DIVISION 4: 13-17 YEARS 

DIVISION 5: 18 AND OVER 

 

Class: 

1. Fair Theme 
2. From A Kit 
3. Original Creation 
4. Other 
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2026 Junior Livestock – Santa Cruz County Fair 

Livestock Superintendent – Kyle Middleton 
Livestock Department Head – Kyle Plaskett 

Livestock Operations – Kathryn Hill 

RECEIVING and PENNING SCHEDULE 

Pen assignments will be posted on Sunday morning before 

check-in. No penning of market, breeding or open carcass 

lambs or goats prior to health check. Dairy cattle may 

arrive on Thursday, September 17. 

HEALTH CHECK: Monday, September 14, 2026 

3:30 – 6:00PM 

All sheep and goats must go through Health Check before 

unloading. Located in Livestock Camping Area near Sheep 

Barn. State rules will be followed. 

  

 

EXHIBITOR ELIGIBILITY 

Junior Livestock Divisions will be open to members of 4-H clubs, FFA 

Chapters, Independent Junior and Grange Youth residing in the 

counties listed below. Exhibitors must be 9 years of age or older on 

January 1, 2026. 4-H and FFA membership must be finalized prior to 

September 14, 2026. Limited pen space is available; certain 

limitations have been placed on exhibitors as shown here. See 

showmanship and Round Robin rules for additional eligibility 

information. YQCA certification is required for all youth large animal 

exhibitors, 9-19 years of age, and rabbit and poultry meat pen 

exhibitors. 

Eligibility Areas 

Local - residents of Santa Cruz, San Benito & Monterey Counties 

Extended - residents of Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties 

Rabbits - State of California 

Market Division Entries for Local Area Exhibitors: 

1 lamb or 1 goat or 1 hog or 1 beef 

Beef exhibitors may also enter 1 lamb or 1 goat or 1 hog. 

 

Rabbit Meat Pen or Single Fryer and/or Poultry Meat Pen 

Market Divisions Entries for Extended Area 

Exhibitors: 

1 market animal selected through drawing. 

See Market/Breeding/Dairy Animal Rule #5. 

Rabbit Meat Pen or Single Fryer and/or Poultry Meat Pen 

Non-Market Entry Divisions for  

Local and Extended Area Exhibitors (and beyond): 

 

Breeding Cattle, Sheep, Swine, Commercial Meat Does 

Dairy Cattle, Open Carcass Contests, Poultry 

Rabbits (all of California) 

Dairy Goats (all of California) 

OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENTS - Animals entered in 

the fair must be owned by the exhibitor by the dates 

shown below: 

Market Beef - May 18, 2026 (120 days prior to opening of 

fair) 

Market Lambs, Goats, Swine -July 17, 2026 (60 days 

prior to opening of fair) 

Breeding animals, rabbits – August 16, 2026 (30 days  

prior to opening of fair) 

Independent exhibitors must provide documentation 

by these dates.  See rules. 

Saturday & Sunday, September 12 & 13 - 10am to 

2pm 

    Educational Displays, Livestock Office 

Sunday, September 13 – 8am to 8pm 

    All cattle – market, breeding, carcass. Beef Barn. 

    Weigh-in on Monday, September 14 , 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 

 
Monday, September 14 – 7am to 7pm 

    All swine.  Swine Barn and Scale.  Weigh-in 3:30 pm to 7 

pm. 

Monday, September 14 - 3:30pm to 7pm 

    All sheep and goats - market, breeding, carcass. Health 

Check. 

    Weigh-in and Penning after Health Check.   Weigh-in 

3:30 to 7. 

Tuesday, September 15 – 4pm to 7pm 

    Poultry Coop-In – all birds, eggs – Livestock Camping 

Gate. 

Monday, September 14 – 5pm to 7pm 

    Breeding animal check-in – Livestock Office 

    Natural Fed check-in – Livestock Office 

Thursday, September 17 – 3:30pm to 7pm 

    Dairy Cattle – Beef Barn – Check-in at Livestock Office. 

Friday, September 18 – 8:00am 8:30am 

    Rabbits – TBD. 

Entry Deadline – August 27, 2026, 5:59 pm 

 

All entries (unless otherwise indicated) must be submitted 

online at 

santacruz.fairwire.com 

 

Contact us at 

santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com 
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Pre-Fair

9:00 AM

**

**

8:00am-7:00pm **

3:30-6:00pm **

3:30-7:00pm **

5:30-6:30pm 9:00am

7:00pm **

7:30pm 3:30 PM

3:30-7:00pm 5:00pm

7:00pm

8:00 AM

9:00 AM

** Check In 8 - 8:30am

** RABBITS 9:00am

** 4-H/FFA Show manship 9:30am

** Thurs, 3:30 pm

** 9:00am

2:00 PM **

** 5-5:30pm

** 6:00pm

** **

** POULTRY 3:00pm

**

POULTRY 4:00-7:00 pm 9:00am

BEEF 5:00 PM 10:00am

6:00 PM

8:30 AM

9:00am 9:00am

** 12 noon

** 1:00pm

** 3:00pm

** POULTRY 6:00pm

**

POULTRY 9:00am

*

**

***

****

#

##

Commercial Meat Does

4-H/FFA & Open Youth Horse Show

Hogs - See Receiving Schedule

All Lambs/Goats Arrive for Health 

Check*
Market and Carcass Hogs, Lambs, 

Goats

Market and Carcass Beef

All Junior Livestock in place (see Dairy Cattle)

Carcass judging & aw ards to be announced at Freedom Meat Lockers, September 27, 10 am

All goats and sheep must go through Health Check before unloading.

Adult Showmanship##

FFA/4-H Breeding

See Load-Out Section under General Rules.

Monday, October 19, 2026, 4:00-6:30 pm – Fairgrounds Main Office - subject to change

Freedom Meat Lockers, Sunday, September 27, 10 am

Poultry Judging & Egg Judging

Poultry Cackle & Crow

Lamb & Goat Contests

Coop-In - Birds & Egg Judging 

Entries

4-H Market & Groups

4-H Show manship

Tuesday, September 15

FFA Show manship

Tack & Livestock Release

Auction Checks Released

Junior Super Steer Awards

Competition to follow , time approximate

Carcass Live Judging order: beef, goats, sheep, hogs.  Show  in main arena.

Market Beef Ear Tagging - MANDATORY

Rancher's Choice Stockyard - May 7, 2026, 5 to 7 

Dairy Cattle Check-in  - can come in on Sunday

FFA/4-H Dairy Goats

4-H Market & Pairs

Mandatory Exhibitor’s Meeting/Ice Cream Social

BEEF
FFA Show manship

Friday, September 18

4-H Show manship

Saturday, September 19

FFA/4-H Breeding FFA/4-H Show manship

2026 Livestock Schedule - Santa Cruz County Fair

Thursday, September 17

4-H Show manship

Beef & Dairy Penning - Sunday, September 13, 9-8

SHEEP

4-H Groups & Market 

FFA Show manship

FFA Groups & Market

Weigh-In

FFA/4-H Show manshipDAIRY 

GOATS

Check-In

Monday, September 14

Ed Displays - Receiving - Sat/Sun - September 12/13, 10-2

Supreme Show man

FFA/4-H Breeding

Judging

Dairy Cattle Check-in

Show manship

Wednesday, September 16

Jr. Livestock AuctionJr. Beef Super Carcass Contest

FFA Market & Pairs

Supreme Show man

Livestock Judging Contest

Auction Buyers Registration Begins

Sunday, September 20

FFA Market & Groups

Registration

MARKET

GOATS

4-H Show manship

Supreme Show man

Awards Ceremony

Round Robin Check-In

All Round Robin Competitions

ROUND

ROBIN

 Just for

Fun

Sign-ups available in Livestock Office Wednesday, September 16, noon, to Thursday, September 17, noon, or until full.

Sign-ups available in Livestock Office Wednesday, September 16, noon, to Thursday, September 17, 5 pm.

LOA D -OUT

H o g B arn -  5:30 pm  Sheep/ Go at B arn-6:15 pm -  B eef  B arn-7:00 

pm

Coop-Out & Egg Pick-Up

Pee Wee Showmanship#Pick Up Educational Displays

SWINE

4-H Market & Groups

FFA Show manship

FFA Market & Groups

Supreme Show man

Open Carcass Live Judging ***,****

FFA/4-H Dairy Cattle

DAIRY

CATTLE

LIVESTOCK

& VEGGIE

JUDGING Veggie Judging
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Exhibitor Rules and Conditions 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING RULES IS A CONDITION 

FOR EXHIBITING AT THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY FAIR. 

Your use of the Online Entry System and/or your signature on 

paper Entry Forms signifies your compliance with all State and 

Santa Cruz County Fair Rules. 

As an exhibitor, you agree to abide by all rules contained in 

the Santa Cruz County Fair Entry Guide and understand that 

such rules are incorporated with and become a part of this 

agreement. You understand that information contained in 

entries may be released to the media (e.g., your name, 

club/chapter name, city of residence). 

As an exhibitor, you agree to defend, indemnify and hold 

harmless the fair, the county and the State of California from 

and against any liability, claim, loss or expense (including 

reasonable attorneys' fees) arising out of any injury or 

damage, which is caused by, arises from or is in any way 

connected with participation in this program or event, 

excepting only that caused by the sole active negligence of the 

Fair. 

Fair management shall not be responsible for accidents or 

losses that may occur to any of the exhibitors or exhibits at the 

fair. The exhibitor (or parent or guardian of a minor) is 

responsible for any injury or damage resulting from the 

exhibitor's participation in fair programs or events. This 

includes any injury to others or to the exhibitor or to the 

exhibitor's property. 

 

Exhibitor Eligibility 

Junior Livestock Divisions will be open to members of 4-H 

clubs, FFA Chapters, Grange Youth and Independent Youth 

Exhibitors. Open Divisions will be open to adults, 18 years and 

older. Division eligibility varies according to county of 

residence: 

• “Local area” exhibitors are those residing in Santa Cruz, 
San Benito and Monterey Counties 

• “Extended area” exhibitors are those residing in Santa 
Clara and San Mateo Counties 

 

4-H/Grange Youth/Independent Youth Exhibitors of large 

animals (Beef, Sheep, Swine, Dairy Cattle, Dairy Goats, Market 

Goats) must be 9 years of age or older on January 1, 2026 and 

must be no older than 19 at the end of the calendar year in 

which the fair takes place.  4-H Primary Exhibitors of Rabbits 

must be 5 years of age or older on January 1, 2026. 

FFA exhibitors must be currently enrolled in an FFA high school 

program and may exhibit as FFA members to the end of the 

calendar year following graduation, provided they are enrolled 

in a post-High School FFA program. 

4-H and FFA membership must be finalized prior to September 

14, 2026.  

Independent youth exhibitors not affiliated with a junior 

organization may enter appropriate FFA and 4‑H classes for 

which they qualify. Independent exhibitors entering market 

animals must provide Fair Management with a picture of their 

animal, appropriate proof of ownership, permanent tag, tattoo 

and/or hog ear notch information 120 days prior to the fair for 

beef and 60 days for sheep, swine and goats. 

Independent and Grange Youth exhibitors will compete in 4-H 

classes if they are less than 14 years of age on January 1, 

2026; older exhibitors will compete in FFA classes. 
 

Adult Participation and Supervision 

Adults may enter Open Shows: Poultry and Open Carcass 

Contests as well as Adult Showmanship. 

At least one leader/advisor or parent must be on the 

premises when members of their club or chapter are on 

the premises, regardless of the age of the exhibitor(s). 

All forms (required and optional) are available on the 

Livestock Webpage at  

 and  

in the Livestock Google Folder - scan the QR code. 

 

 

Exhibitor Requirements 

YQCA training is required for all large animal youth 

exhibitors and rabbit/poultry meat pen exhibitors. 

Livestock exhibitors, ages 9 to 19, must complete an age-

appropriate YQCA quality assurance session between 

September 15, 2025 and August 27, 2026. The certification 

must be valid during the fair. Copies of certificates must be 

uploaded during online entry. Exhibitors whose certificate 

expires prior to September 14, 2026 will be notified via email 

to take corrective action prior to the entry deadline. Other 

certifications will not be accepted. See yqcaprogram.org for 

information and sessions. 

ALL LIVESTOCK EXHIBITORS of LARGE ANIMALS MUST 

enter a still exhibit in the Youth Organizations, Primary & 

Youth Department or FFA Divisions in other 

departments. Additional entries in other departments are 

encouraged. Baked goods that are entered should be 

accompanied by a printed copy of the recipe used for the item. 

Note that all online entries must be submitted by August 27, 

2026. The actual item entered must be brought to the Fair 

  https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/livestock
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according to the department’s receiving schedule. Exhibitors 

are responsible for delivering their still exhibits to the 

right location and on time. Do not bring the items to 

the fair office prior to the actual receiving date. Check 

individual departments entry guides for delivery schedules. 

Livestock Educational Displays do not count for this 

requirement. Exhibitors who do not meet this 

requirement will not be allowed to weigh-in/check-in 

or show their animals at the fair. 

 

Entries 

Unless otherwise specified within the rules of each division, 

entries must be submitted through the Online Entry System NO 

LATER than 5:59 pm on Thursday, August 27, 2026. Entries 

should contain accurate information, including name, address, 

club/chapter affiliation and birthdate (for exhibitors under the 

age of 20). See State Rule No. II. Classes with less than 2 

entries for two years in a row may not be offered the following 

year. Late entries will be assessed a $150 fee per large 

animal entry and a $50 fee per small animal entry 

through September 3, 2026. Absolutely no entries will 

be accepted after September 3, 2026. Contact 

Livestock via email - late entries may not be submitted 

online. 

Substitutions can only be made within a division and must be 

made when the exhibit arrives at the fairgrounds, or for 

animal, when registration certificates are checked. A 

substitution fee of $20 for large animals or $5 for small 

animals must be paid at the Fair Office before judging of the 

show for which the substitution is made. For example, if 

original entry was for animal ABE but animal XYZ for is 

substituted, the fee will be assessed. The Livestock Office must 

be notified of the substitution before judging takes place. 

Livestock Management may combine classes of 4 or fewer 

entries for meaningful competition. 

Junior Livestock entries will not be accepted from an exhibitor 

whose family or family member has an unpaid balance at the 

Junior Livestock Auction. 

LIVESTOCK PEN SPACE POLICY: It is the intention of the Santa 

Cruz County Fair to promote maximum participation in both 

Junior and Open Shows while providing a quality show for the 

general public. To accomplish this, pen space will be allocated 

by species in the following order: 

1st Priority – Market Animals 

2nd Priority – Dairy Goats and Dairy Cattle 

3rd – Open Carcass Contest Animals 

4th – Breeding Animals 

Extended area entries will be accepted through a random 

drawing and will be limited as stated in this guide. There will 

be no waiting lists. 

Pens and tack areas will be assigned by division leads. Special 

requests may be considered if submitted in writing (email) 

prior to September 3, 2026. 

Please add santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com to your 

email contact list to ensure proper receipt of notifications from 

Livestock. 

 

Exhibitor Credentials, Passes, Fees, 

Camping and Parking 

Exhibitor wristbands are required for all large animal exhibitors 

(cattle, goats, sheep, swine) and optional for small animal 

exhibitors (poultry, rabbits).  

    Youth Exhibitor Wristband @ $40 

    Adult Exhibitor Wristband @ $65 

All Exhibitors are required to wear their wristbands at all times, 

beginning at the time they are received. Lost or broken 

wristbands will be replaced one time at no charge; additional 

replacements must be purchased in the Main Fair Office. Other 

items may be purchased through the online system. Use 

Department “Livestock - Credentials & Extras”. 

Parent/Sibling Wristband – $65 each – up to two per 

exhibitor. A parent or sibling of a junior exhibitor in Junior 

Livestock may request a Parent/Sibling wristband via the online 

system, two passes per exhibitor at $65 each. Wristbands must 

be requested through an exhibitor’s online account. You will be 

limited to 2 entries for Class 100. Each entry will result in one 

wristband. The name of the person who will be wearing the 

wristband must be included in the Description field for the 

online entry. Additional daily passes may be purchased at the 

Fair Office or online. 

Leader Wristband - $65 each 

LEADER/ADVISOR wristbands may be purchased for $65 each 

via the online system. A paper Leader/Advisor Entry Form must 

be submitted by the entry deadline. The Leader/Advisor form 

must include the leader’s cell phone and email address, and 

the names of the exhibitors in the project. The form must be 

submitted by the entry due date. The exhibitors listed on the 

Leader/Advisor form will be cross-checked against the 

individual exhibitor entries. The leader/advisor will be 

contacted via email should any problems or deficiencies be 

identified. Rabbit and Poultry leaders are not required to 

submit the Leader/Advisor Entry Form.  

At least one leader/advisor or parent must be on the 

premises when members of their club or chapter are on 

the premises, regardless of the age of the exhibitor(s). 

Each person wearing a wristband (exhibitor, parent, 

sibling or leader/advisor) will be required to sign and 

submit a Code of Conduct form upon receipt of the 

wristband. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
mailto:santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com


 

2026 SCCF ENTRY GUIDE       Enter your exhibits online at www.santacruzcountyfair.com                                                  53 

Livestock RV Camping & Parking 

Camping is a privilege extended to Livestock Exhibitors, 

Leaders and their families. That privilege may be revoked at 

any time by the Santa Cruz County Fair. Livestock Camping is 

not open to the general public. 

In order to comply with State and local fire regulations, 

camping will be extremely limited this year. Camping spaces 

are available on a first-come basis, with priority given to 

animal exhibitors, leaders and fair personnel through the 

online entry system. Once spaces are filled, request a spot on 

the waitlist via email – form should accompany email to 

santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com.  All campers must 

bring paper camping form to RV check-in on September 13, 

2026. 

Tent Camping – $100 for 10x10 tent 

RV Camping – $250. No unit longer than 30 ft from pin to 

bumper (5th wheels) or 30 ft from hitch to bumper 

(other RVs) allowed. 

Parking will start from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday, September 

13, 2026. All Junior Livestock RV's/tents must be in place by 

5:00 p.m. on that day. There will be no space saving. Limited 

20A electrical hook-ups will be available. All units must be self-

contained, no dumping of gray water on the ground. 

Campers are required to keep the aisles clear of vehicles. The 

Fire Marshal requires that aisles of at least 20 feet must be 

kept clear between camping units. Stock trailers must park in 

designated areas. No stock trailer parking in the vehicle 

parking area adjacent to the campground. Trailers in violation 

will be towed at owner’s expense. 

Entry to the fair is not included in RV camping fees. Plan ahead 

– day passes may be more economical than parent/sibling 

wristbands. 

All youth exhibitors (under 19 years of age) must have an 

adult chaperone on site. All youth exhibitors must have prior 

approval of their leader or advisor in order to stay overnight at 

the Fair. 

Exhibitors engaged in disruptive activities or failure to comply 

with rules and restrictions set forth by the Livestock Camping 

committee and the Santa Cruz County Fair Board of Directors 

will be disqualified and removed from the fairgrounds with the 

loss of all premiums and prizes. The Fair Manager has the 

authority to dismiss exhibitors. 

Non-exhibitors, such as family members, are required to follow 

the same requirements, rules and restrictions as Exhibitors. 

No camping units or vehicles will be admitted to the Santa 

Cruz County Fairgrounds prior to 9 a.m. on Sunday before the 

Fair. Any vehicles arriving early will be subject to towing at the 

owner’s expense. Exception: Livestock Committee members, 

Fair Board Directors and Security. All camping units must be in 

place on Sunday by 5 p.m. 

 

Livestock Camping Rules 
 

1. Camping units will be placed at the discretion of the 
Livestock Camping Coordinator. Emergency Vehicle Access 
lanes will be observed and kept clear at all times. 
 

2. A designated adult is responsible for all persons staying in 
their assigned space. Youth exhibitors are not allowed to 
remain overnight unsupervised by a parent/guardian.  THIS 
RULE WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED. If at any time a 
camping unit is found with youth without a chaperone, 
parents will be called to pick up their children and the 
camping unit must leave the Livestock Camping area. 
 

3. Limited electrical hook-ups may be available. Campers must 
bring their own electrical adapters and extension cords, 12 
gauge at a minimum. Fairgrounds not responsible for 
campers connecting to electrical hook-ups. All 
recreational vehicles connecting to shore power at 
the fairgrounds must have a surge protector installed 
between the RV's power cord and the Fairgrounds 
receptacle to which the RV is connected. 
There will be no power on Load-Out day after 9 am or 
at the discretion of staff. 
 

4. Electrical junction boxes and cables located in the camping 
area are expensive and should be left alone. Campers who 
drive over or otherwise damage electrical equipment will be 
fined $400 per damaged item. 
 

5. NO GREY WATER MAY BE DUMPED ON THE GROUND, either 
from holding tanks into dug holes or from containers onto 
the ground. NO WASTE DUMPING ALLOWED IN THE 
CAMPING AREA. Closest waste dump is located at Pinto Lake 
Park. Violation of this rule will result in the camper's 

immediate removal from the grounds. 
 

6. All camping units must be in place before 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. No automobiles, trucks, etc. are allowed in the 
camping area after they have unloaded. Parking for support 
vehicles is available on a space-available basis in the lot 
adjacent to the Livestock Campground. Stock trailers may be 
parked in the exit field in the southeast corner of the 
fairgrounds. No stock trailers may be parked in the 
campground or adjacent parking lot. Violators will be towed 
at the owner's expense. No attempt will be made to find the 
owner. This rule will be enforced starting on Monday at 8 
p.m. 
 

7. All tents must be located away from roads and fire lanes. 
 

8. Camping units must leave the campgrounds on the last day 

of the Fair, no later than 7 p.m. 
 

9. Quiet hours are 30 minutes after close of fair to 6 a.m. No 
generators are to be used during this time except for 
approved medical necessities.  Generators will not be 
operated for more than two hours in any eight-hour period 
outside of quiet hours. 

 

10. Campers must be in their camping units, not in the parking 
lot, during quiet hours. 
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11. Each sleeping accommodation must have a usable fire 
extinguisher, and campers must know how to use it. 
 

12. Responsible use of alcoholic beverages is required. Alcohol 
should not be available to anyone under the age of 
21. Alcohol must be consumed in campsites only. 
Outside alcohol may not be brought into the Livestock 
Arena, tent or barns. Violation of this rule will result in 
immediate ejection of all involved parties from the 
fair and all entries/awards will be forfeited. 
 

13. Secure all valuables. Santa Cruz County Fair, its employees 
and volunteers are not responsible for any loss, theft or 
damage. 
 

14. No dogs in Camping Area unless they are service animals. 
 

15. No parking of vehicles within the Camping Area. Fire lanes 
must be maintained at all times. 

 

Parking 

No vehicle parking allowed in the camping area. Use 

designated parking areas. Parking fees are not included in a 

Livestock Wristband. 

 

Fees 

All fees are due and payable by the entry deadline – August 

27, 2026. Credit card payments for most entries will be 

accepted through the online system or in the Fair Office with a 

processing fee of 3%. You may also pay in person with cash, 

check, debit card at the Fair Office, or you may send in your 

check to the address shown below. Please bring/send a copy 

of the confirmation invoice that you receive from the online 

system when making your payment. Entries for which no 

payments are received by August 27, 2026 may be cancelled. 

In-Person Payments: Monday – Friday, 9am. to 4pm. Call 831-

724-5671 if you have any questions. Have your confirmation 

ID ready when you call. 

Mail payments to: 

Santa Cruz County Fair - Livestock Entries 

2601 East Lake Avenue 

Watsonville, CA 95076 

 

Exhibitor wristband fees for market, breeding or dairy animals 

that are disqualified at check-in or weigh-in are not refundable. 

Carcass entry fees are not refundable. Wristbands that are not 

picked up by Wednesday morning of the fair will be forfeited 

and are not refundable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Livestock General Rules 

1. This entry guide will use the following convention when 

referring to dates during fair week: 
• Check-In Day: September 14 
• Fair Tuesday: September 15 
• Fair Wednesday: September 16 
• Fair Thursday: September 17 
• Fair Friday: September 18 
• Auction Day: September 19 
• Load-Out Day: September 20 
 

2. RECEIVING AND REMOVAL OF EXHIBITS: Unless 
otherwise specified in Division or Contest rules, all 
livestock entries will be received on Check-In Day. See 
schedule for livestock arrival times. All livestock entries 
must be in place and ready to be judged according to the 
Livestock Schedule and must remain on the fairgrounds 
until Load-Out unless otherwise authorized by the 

Livestock Superintendent. 
 

3. ALL ANIMALS MUST ARRIVE IN SHOW CONDITION: The 
Fair reserves the right to refuse entry of stock for 
competitions that are not in suitable show condition. 
Furthermore, the right is reserved to exclude such unfit 
stock from the Fairgrounds. Any animals not washed or 
not in show condition may be excluded from the scales at 
the discretion of Fair Management. 
 

4. Goats and sheep SHALL NOT be unloaded or penned until 
examined by Vet - see Livestock Schedule for Health 
Check times. All open carcass and market lambs and goats 
must have a Scrapie ID Tag in their ear at weigh-in. If 
Scrapie tag is lost or ruined, contact breeder for 
replacement prior to arriving for weigh-in. Scrapie 
Tag numbers consist of two parts: the flock ID assigned 
by APHIS or the State (CAxxxxx or other State postal 
abbreviation) followed by an individual animal number 
(99999). 

 
For example if your Scrapie tag 
looks like the one to the left, enter 
CA12219 0667 on your entry. 
Scrapie tags may be different 
colors and may contain other 
information. Please provide ALL 
information from the front and 
back of the tag. 
 
 
 

 
5. Fair Management shall reserve the right to examine all 

animals. Any animal that shows evidence of any active, 
communicable or unsightly disease or other condition, 
upon recommendation of the Fair Veterinarian and 
decision of Fair Management, shall be disqualified from 
the fair and shall be removed from the fairgrounds by the 
exhibitor within 24 hours. The decision of Fair 
Management will be final. The Livestock Department will 
under no circumstances be held liable in any way for such 
removal. Any disqualified animal not removed from the 
fairgrounds will be turned over to Santa Cruz County 
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Animal services and all charges resulting from this removal 
will be the responsibility of the owner of the animal. 
 

6. THE EXHIBITOR MUST PROVIDE ALL BEDDING. Used 
bedding from the cleaning of stalls must be delivered to 
holding areas before 8am. daily. 
 

7. No generators are allowed in the livestock barns or 
tack areas. Notify Livestock Superintendent if additional 
power is needed. 
 

8. Animals in livestock classes must be properly cared for at 
all times. Animals must be kept clean and well-groomed. 
Stalls and pens must be neat and free of refuse. Feed and 
water must be provided to maintain the animal in show 
condition. Bedding should be kept clean and replaced as 
necessary to remove waste. Exhibitors are responsible for 
keeping the area from animal’s pen to a perimeter fence 
or from the pen to the middle of a large central aisle must 
be kept clean. All tack must be safely stored in designated 
areas. Tack areas may be in 10x10 pop-ups only, assigned 
by the committee. No side panels allowed. 
 

9. Feeding Times: Exhibitors may feed 6am to 8am and 
5pm to 7pm only. Feeding outside of these times is not 
allowed unless approved by Superintendent. 
 

10. RED TAG POLICY: Livestock exhibitors are solely 
responsible for the care of their animals while on exhibit at 
the Santa Cruz County Fair. If a Livestock Division Lead, 
Department Head or Superintendent becomes aware of 
any livestock exhibit that is not following department/ 
division rules and/or is not being cared for in an ethical, 
humane manner or situations where an acceptable state 
of pen cleanliness, as determined by the livestock 
management staff and/or Livestock Division Lead, is not 
being maintained, the following will occur: 

a) The Santa Cruz County Fair Livestock Division Lead, 
overseeing the species of animal in question will 
determine the name and affiliation of the responsible 
exhibitor. 

b) The Santa Cruz County Fair Livestock Division Lead will 
notify the Livestock Superintendent of the responsible 
exhibitor to obtain a Red Tag and at such time the 
Livestock Superintendent will record the violation. 

c) A Red Tag, with the following information will be affixed 
to the exhibitor’s pen/stall. 

1) The exhibitor’s name 
2) The observed problem 
3) The date and time of the citation 
4) Signature of the responsible Livestock Division Lead & 

Livestock Superintendent, including contact 

information 
d) It is the exhibitor’s responsibility to respond to the Red 

Tag by contacting, first, the Livestock Division Lead and 
then the Livestock Superintendent within six (6) hours 
of the citation. The responsible Livestock Division Lead 
and Livestock Superintendent will record the time at 
which the exhibitor responded to the Red Tag violation. 
The exhibitor will formulate and initiate a plan of 
correction approved by the responsible Livestock 
Division Lead. Reasonable efforts will be made by the 
responsible Livestock Division Lead to contact the 

exhibitor’s FFA advisor, 4-H Leader, Parent or Designee 
and advise them of the situation resulting in the Red Tag 
citation. 

e) Any exhibitor failing to make contact with the livestock 
superintendent within six (6) hours of issuance of 
citation may be issued an automatic second Red Tag 
citation. Fair Management will be notified. 

f) Any exhibitor receiving two (2) Red Tag citations during 
the Fair may be declared ineligible for further 
competition. If the animal is a market entry, the animal 
will be sold in the Jr. Livestock Auction at current market 
price. The exhibitor will forfeit all add-ons & awards. If 
the animal is breeding show animal, the animal will be 
removed immediately and forfeit premiums. 

 
11. All animals must remain in their assigned pens throughout 

the fair except for washing, grooming, shows, exercise 
and the auction. Pen change requests may be submitted 
to the Livestock Office. Goats or lambs on leads or halter 
may be walked on the upper grass area (not in tents or 
camping area). Hogs may be exercised in the center aisle 
or other designated pen area. Animals must remain in 
the Livestock Area at all times. Safety of public, 
exhibitors and animals must be maintained and exhibitors 
must clean up after their animals. 
 

12. Club/Chapter and independent exhibitor signs and stall 
cards MUST be in place at all times. Stall signs must be at 
least 8.5x11 inches and must clearly identify the name of 
the exhibitor, their club or chapter and the ear tag number 
or other animal identification. Animal names may be 
included. Stall cards will be available in the Livestock 
Office on Check-In Day. No “for sale” signs may be posted 
in the Livestock area until after the Jr. Livestock Auction. 
No sponsor or commercial advertising or political signage 
is allowed in the barns. 
 

13. Junior exhibitors are expected to groom and care for their 
animal(s) when at the fair, including feeding and stall 
cleaning. They shall refrain from accepting active 
assistance from adults and non-exhibiting youth unless the 
junior exhibitor is actively engaged, and the assistance is 
only for instruction. Reasonable accommodations for 
exhibitors with disabilities or injuries may be made upon 
request to the Livestock Superintendent. 
 

14. When two (2) or more animals are entered in the same 
class, a junior helper may be used. It is the responsibility 
of the exhibitor to have their animals in the judging show 
ring on time. 
 

15. All Animal Health rules as stated in State Rule X apply. 

 
16. There will be no loitering or sleeping in the livestock or 

horse barns after the Fair closes each evening. No eating 
or drinking in any barn at any time. 
 

17. Load-Out Day. Vehicle access to barn areas will be 
staggered. No cattle trailers will be allowed in the 
Livestock Area until 7pm. No exceptions. Cars and trucks 
may enter the barn areas beginning at these times. Please 
load and exit the barn areas as quickly and as safely as 
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possible. This schedule is subject to change. Check 
Livestock Bulletin board for updates. 

Hog Barn: 5:30 pm, Sheep Barn: 6:15 pm 

Beef/Dairy Cattle: 7pm 

 
18. Decorations, stall cards, live-pick up and breeding animals 

may be walked out no earlier than 5:30 pm. for all 
barns. Tack may be walked out after 10 p.m. on Saturday 
night until 9am. on Sunday, or after 5:30pm. on Sunday. 
Exhibitors are asked to be considerate of fair visitors 
during load-out. The barns will not be closed to the public. 
NO ANIMALS MAY LEAVE BARNS PRIOR TO 5:30pm. 
 

19. Thank you letters for awards and auction sales must be 
written on livestock letterhead that is available in the 
Livestock Office during the fair. Award letters are due 
within 24 hours of the show and no later than 3pm on 
Load-Out Day. CARDS ARE NOT ACCEPTED. See Junior 
Livestock Auction rules for auction letters. 

 
20. ANIMALS NOT ENTERED IN THE FAIR WILL NOT BE 

PERMITTED ON THE FAIRGROUNDS. 
 

21. NO DOGS ALLOWED IN THE LIVESTOCK AREA (including 
camping area) with the exception of service animals. 

 

Market/Breeding/Dairy Animal Rules 

1. EACH ANIMAL EXHIBIT is subject to eligibility rules as 
stated in State Rule VII.  Acceptable documents for proof 
of ownership are Bill of Sale, Sales Yard Bill of Sale, 
Certificate of Brand Inspection, or an affidavit stating that 
the owner is the breeder of the animal. Purebred Breeding 
and Dairy animals must have registration papers in the 
name of the exhibitor. 
 

2. WEIGHING of market livestock will be on Check-In Day, 
between the hours of 3:30 PM and 7:00 PM for goats, 
hogs, and sheep; beef between 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM 
ONLY. Goats and sheep must be vet-checked prior to 
unloading. Health check begins at 3:30 PM and ends at 
6:00 PM. Any unnatural, inhumane weight control prior to 
weigh-in is prohibited. Market animals that do not make 
weight may be taken home immediately without being 
tagged OR may be moved to a lightweight class that will 
be judged but not eligible to sell at auction. Animals in the 
lightweight classes may be used for Showmanship. 
 

3. Eligible market animals are defined in State Rule IX – 
ANIMAL SPECIES RULES. All other market animals that do 
not fall into these categories will be disqualified at weigh-
in and must be removed from the fairgrounds immediately 
by the exhibitor. (Meat pen rabbits and poultry are not 
included in this rule.) There will be no altering of animals 
on the fairgrounds. 
 

4. All exhibitors must weigh in their own animals, unless 
request is made to the Livestock Superintendent or Fair 
Management, in writing (email). Traffic can be heavy 
around the fairgrounds. Plan accordingly. 

 
 

5. The Santa Cruz County Fair Livestock Department will 
accept up to 10 market beef and no more than a 
combination of 30 market hogs, market lambs and market 

goats from our Extended Area to show and sell at the fair. 
Confirmed entries will be selected via drawing. Extended 
Area exhibitors who have been confirmed to show/sell 
market beef for this fair may enter the hog-lamb-goat 
drawing, but will be included only if there are spots left for 
the species after the deadline. If a confirmed beef 
exhibitor is also confirmed through this drawing, they will 
be allowed to show and sell both animals. Exhibitors who 
are confirmed but who do not actually enter/show their 
animal in 2026 will not be allowed to enter the drawing in 
2027. 

• Drawings for each species will take place during the 
week of April 20, 2026, to select the exhibitors who will 
be accepted to show and sell. No waiting lists will be 
maintained. Beef entries are selected in 
October/November for the following year and have 

already been selected for 2026. See Market Beef Division 
for information about 2027 Beef Drawing. 

• All sellers, regardless of area, are encouraged to bring 
buyers to the Junior Livestock Auction. Extended area 
sellers are asked to contact a minimum of 5 
potential, new buyers from their own county and 
email a list of those that they have contacted, 
their addresses and a copy of the letters sent to 
Livestock by the entry deadline. Livestock 
Committee will follow up with those potential 
buyers. 

 
6. 4-H, FFA, Grange Youth and Independent exhibitors are 

eligible to enter one or two market animals as shown on 
page one of the Livestock Entry guide. 

• Entries in excess of these limits, if not rejected by the 
online entry system, must be scratched prior to Check-In 

Day. Contact the Livestock Office via email to do so. No 
refunds for entry fees. 

 
7. Market beef, goats, lambs or hogs that do not meet the 

weight requirements of the appropriate division at the 
time of weigh-in but do meet the weight requirements for 
the Open Carcass Contest may enter the contest, but will 
not place. Open Carcass Contest entry fees will be due 
and payable by Fair Tuesday, in the Main Fair Office. See 
Open Carcass Contest. Also see Rule 2 in this section. 
 

8. Market classes will be judged according to Danish System 
rules for marketability. To select Champion and Reserve 
Champion for Auction purposes each market weight break 
will also be judged by the American System. The first and 
second places in each market weight break will be 

designated as Weight and Reserve Weight Champions in 
the auction catalog. Breeding, dairy, small animal classes 
will be judged by American System rules. 

• Failure to appear for your market class will result in 
immediate disqualification. Disqualified exhibitors and 
their animals must leave the fairgrounds within 24 
hours. 

9. Market animal entries require a Declaration of Medication 
form that must be brought to the scale. 
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10. Show arenas must be vacated within 15 minutes of the 
end of the show. Pictures and conversations with judges 
or others must be moved elsewhere in order to allow for 

set up of subsequent shows or events. 
 

11. Market, breeding and dairy animals may be used for the 
Judging Contest without express permission of the 
exhibitor. Division leads will select market and breeding 
animals for Round Robin without permission of the 
exhibitor. Dairy cattle and dairy goats will be selected in 
consultation with exhibitors, provided the exhibitor is not a 
participant in Round Robin. Animals that are unruly or 
may be difficult to manage will not be used.  All efforts to 
notify exhibitor prior to animal use will be made. 
 

12. ALL BREEDING ANIMALS must check in no later than 7:00 
pm on Check-In Day.  All Original copies or a stamped 
duplicate of all required registration documents must be 
presented and checked in at the Livestock Office when 
animals arrive and must be available on request at any 
other time. Breeding association markings will not be 
accepted as identification. Animals for which registration 
papers are pending cannot be shown either in registered 
or grade classes with the exception of Dairy Goats. See 
Dairy Goat Division rules. 

 

Official Show Uniforms 

4-H, INDEPENDENT JUNIOR and GRANGE YOUTH 

EXHIBITORS 

• All white, long- or short-sleeved shirt, button front and 
collar. 

• White pants 
• 4-H Only: 4-H Cap, 4-H tie or scarf.  4-H cap must be on 

the exhibitor’s head. 
 

Shirt must be tucked in. No sleeveless shirts allowed. No sweat 

pants, leggings or see-through or revealing styles allowed. No 

excessively baggy or worn jeans. No visible undergarments. 

Belts should be worn if trousers have belt loops. Footwear and 

belts must be clean and/or polished. Boots must be worn to 

show cattle. 

 

FFA EXHIBITORS 

Official FFA Uniform to be worn by all FFA exhibitors and 

helpers in individual and chapter groups while showing at fairs 

and livestock shows: 

• Official FFA jacket zipped to the top white pants 
• White collared (short- or long-sleeved) with the FFA 

emblem attached to left pocket 

• FFA tie or scarf 
 

The official FFA jacket is optional; if worn, the shirt emblem is  

not required. Hats of any type shall not be worn with the  

official show uniform while showing. Decorative bows or  

ribbons are allowed. Shoes should be appropriate for what is  

being shown. Boots must be worn to show cattle. 

 

 

 

Junior Livestock Auction Rules 
 

1. The Santa Cruz County Fair will hold an auction of 
livestock starting at 10:00 a.m. on Auction Day. Animals 
sold through the sale are intended for consumption. Any 
other use will be the responsibility of the buyer. 
 

2. Only animals exhibited at the Santa Cruz County Fair as 
Market Animals in the Livestock Department and Rabbit or 
Poultry Divisions may be sold. 
 

3. Livestock judged as Market Ready (beef, lambs, goats) or 
Market Acceptable (hogs) may be sold. The top four 
poultry meat pens will be sold. Top two rabbit meat pens 
and top two single fryers will be sold. 
 

4. Market animal champions, listed below, are terminal; no 
live pick-ups are allowed. 
Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion 
4-H Champion, 4-H Reserve Champion 
FFA Champion, FFA Reserve Champion 
This includes market beef, lambs, goats, hogs, rabbits and 
poultry. 
 

5. Permission to withdraw a non-champion animal from the 
Auction Sale may be granted by the Livestock 
Superintendent. The exhibitor, with a parent or leader, 
must go to the Livestock Office within one hour after 
completion of the market animal judging (Sheep, Goat, 
Hogs) to make his/her request. The Market Beef Show is a 
terminal sale – no live pick-ups will be permitted. 
 

6. No exhibitor or agent of said exhibitor selling an animal 
during the Junior Livestock Auction may approach a buyer 
at any time during the auction regarding altering the sale 

contract. 
Sellers may not solicit buyers on auction day. 
 

7. ALL MEAT-PRODUCING livestock must be withheld from 
processing at least 21 days after treatment with biologic, 
chemical and pharmaceutical substances (antibiotics, 
hormones, dewormers, etc.). Animals containing 
unauthorized residues will be condemned and the parties 
responsible for these residues are subject to prosecution 
under the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act. NO ADDED 
HORMONE TREATMENTS ARE ALLOWED. Exhibitors will 
be asked to certify compliance with a Declaration of 
Medication form. 
 

8. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE EXHIBITOR to get his 
or her animal into the auction ring on time, or the animal 
may be eliminated from the auction. The owner, in 
uniform, must accompany the animal during the sale, 
unless a written request is made to the Fair Management 
for consideration. 
 

9. Exhibitors who miss their sale spot may elect to sell their 
animal for the posted market price. Champions who miss 
their sale spot will be sold at market price. The owner, in 
uniform, must accompany the animal during the sale, 
unless a written request (email) is made to the Livestock 
Superintendent for consideration. 
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10. All animals being sold through the auction must appear in 
the same condition as shown in their market class, the 
only addition being bona fide ribbons or signs received at 

this Fair. No gift baskets or other items in the sale ring. No 
glitter or other decorations are allowed. 
 

11. All livestock sold shall be returned to the seller's pen. 
Proper care of stock sold (feed and water), pens or stalls, 
are the responsibility of the seller until 5:30 pm on Load-
Out Day. Hog waterers must remain in place until noon, 
Monday, September 21. 
 

12. It shall be expressly understood that the Santa Cruz 
County Fair acts only as an agent for the consignors and 
assumes no liability, legal or otherwise. The Fair will not 
be responsible for animals that are condemned or rejected 
after processing due to disease or are heavy muscled 
(callipygian gene lambs) and not fit for human 
consumption. The Processing Plant verifying the disease or 
muscling problem will issue a certificate. The Livestock 
Department shall make recommendations for 
condemnation to the Board of Directors of the Fair. The 
Board of Directors shall make final determination. 
 

13. The Fair will not be responsible for sales made outside the 
official sale ring. All sales made at the auction are final. 
 

14. There will be an 8% (eight percent) selling fee on all stock 
going through the auction and all add-ons to defray 
expenses of the auction, auctioneer, hauling, clerking, etc. 
We reserve the right to adjust the commission upward 
should circumstances dictate. Additional species-specific 
deductions (subject to change) include 
Market Beef: $1.40 per head for Brand Inspection and 
$2.00 per head Beef Promotion/Cattle Council Checkoff 
Market Hogs: .0035 times sales price for Pork Producers 
Checkoff 
Market Lambs: $.007/pound + $.42/head for American 
Lamb Producers Checkoff 
 

15. Auction picture fees, $12 per sale lot (subject to change), 
will be deducted from auction checks. 
 

16. AUCTION SALE LIVE PICK-UPS: The change of ownership 
of any animal sold through the auction does not change to 
buyer of said animal until the exhibitor is released from 
the fairgrounds on Load-Out Day. The original buyer, or 
their designee (give Livestock Office name/phone of 
designee), will be allowed to remove a live pick-up animal 
from the Fairgrounds. LIVE PICK‐UPS MUST BE 
REMOVED BETWEEN 5:30 AND 7:30 P.M. ON LOAD-
OUT DAY AND MUST BE PAID FOR BEFORE 

LEAVING THE GROUNDS. THE FAIR IS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE AFTER 7:30 P.M. 
 

17. NO LIVE ANIMALS WILL BE ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE 
FAIRGROUNDS WITHOUT PROPER RELEASE 
CREDENTIALS, available from the division leads during 
load-out. 
 

18. Top auction weights may vary from actual animal weight. 
Qualifying animals weighing more than the weights shown 
here will be sold at the top auction weight. 

Market Beef – 1400 pounds 
Market Goats – 100 pounds 
Market Lambs – 150 pounds 

Market Swine – overweight animals are not eligible for 
auction. Actual top weight is 285 pounds. 
 

19. All large animals will be sold by the pound. 
 

20. All junior exhibitors participating in the auction will be 
expected to volunteer as auction ring setup help, auction 
runners and/or to work at the buyer appreciation dinner 
following the auction. 
 

21. Auction sale checks will be released on Monday, October 
19, 2026, from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. in the Santa Cruz 
County Fairgrounds Main Office. Each exhibiting 4-H club, 
FFA Chapter or independent group will designate a single 
adult leader or advisor who will pick up checks for each 
species or group as a whole. Every seller of livestock is 
REQUIRED to write a thank you letter, on livestock 
letterhead, to the buyer(s) and any add-ons (if 
applicable) for their animal. “Thank you” letters are to be 
turned in to the project leader/advisor prior to check pick-
up. Project leaders/advisors must bring required thank you 
letter(s) for each check they are picking up on Monday, 
October 19. We will not accept auction thank you letters 
during the fair. Checks will be held until all required letters 
are received. AUCTION CHECKS MUST BE CASHED 
WITHIN 90 DAYS OF ISSUE. Date of check release 
subject to change. Replacement checks may incur a 
$25 fee. 
 

22. The Auction Committee will post seller-buyer add-on 
information on our website within two weeks after the end 
of the fair. Leaders and advisors may obtain stationery for 
writing thank you letters from the Livestock Office during 
the fair. Please write the sale order number in the top 
right corner of the letter – for add-ons, append an “A” 
after the sale order number. The exhibitors’ letters should 
reflect appreciation of the buyers. Leaders and parents are 
encouraged to review the letters. The Auction Committee 
will mail the thank you letters and pictures to the buyer. 
Sellers not complying with this rule will not receive their 
checks until the required letters are received by the Fair 
Office. 
 

23. Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds Foundation Donation 
Certificates will be available for purchase during the Fair. 
Contact the Livestock Office, at 831-761-9741, beginning 
on Check-In Day, for more information. 
 

24. Credit card payments for auction sales and/or add-ons will 

incur a 3% processing fee. Cash, check and debit card 
payments will not incur a processing fee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/


 

2026 SCCF ENTRY GUIDE       Enter your exhibits online at www.santacruzcountyfair.com                                                  59 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

Exhibitors, Leaders, Parents, Siblings 

By submitting entries through the online entry system, you agree to observe the following Code of 

Conduct. Parents, legal/guardians, siblings and leaders are expected to observe the Code of Conduct and 

compose themselves accordingly. 

All participants (exhibitors, leaders/advisors, parents and siblings) will be required to sign a Code of 

Conduct form prior to receiving their wristbands. Wristbands must be immediately attached to wearer’s 

wrist. 

1. Follow the general rules governing entries, exhibits, judging, and payment of premiums as stated in the Entry Guide. 

 
2. Follow any rules relating specifically to a division in which they are exhibiting. 

 
3. Show the animals they enter in the fair. Exhibitors who do not show their animals will be asked to leave the 

fairgrounds and remove their animals and tack. 
 

4. Care for and groom their animal(s) and keep their pens clean when at the fair. Refrain from accepting active 

assistance from adults and non-exhibiting youth. 
 

5. Exhibit proper conduct according to the following guidelines: 

• Show respect for the rights of others and be courteous at all times. This includes fellow exhibitors, parents, leaders, 

committee members and the public visiting our fair. 

• Respect the property of others. 

• Demonstrate sportsmanship in the show ring, judging contests, and meetings. 

• Be honest and not take unfair advantage of others. 

• Refrain from loud, boisterous talk; foul language; and/or horseplay. 

• Refrain from bullying – both face-to-face and through social media. 

• No consumption of any alcoholic beverages or drugs (prescription drugs accepted) if under the age of 21. 

• Smoking, vaping or use of tobacco or cannabis products is not allowed in the Livestock Area. Smoking or use of 

other tobacco or cannabis products is prohibited if under age 21 in the livestock camping area. 

• Alcohol use is prohibited in all livestock barns or tents (beef, swine, sheep, poultry). 

 

Violation of any of these rules by an individual, club or chapter, may result in the expulsion of said 

individual, club or chapter and their animals from the fairgrounds, the forfeiture of premiums or auction 

sales checks and/or the prohibition of participating in future Santa Cruz County Fairs. 
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LIVESTOCK EXHIBITOR CHECKLIST 

ENTRY DEADLINE - AUGUST 27, 2026 

 

____Submit your Livestock entries by 5:59 p.m., August 27, 2026. If you are submitting entries in other departments, 

make sure to note their entry deadline and receiving dates. 

 

____SCRAPIE TAGS for Carcass and Market Goats and Lambs: The following Official USDA individual 

identification Scrapie Tags will be accepted by the fair. Make sure to include the entire identification 

number with your entry. 

• Radio Frequency Identification Device (RFID) tags with 840 numbers  (eg., 840000000001234) 

• Ear tags containing a premises/flock number with an individual animal number, separated by a space (eg., CA055 
1234) 

• Ear tags containing a letter/number combination for serial numbers (usually a state abbreviation followed by a 

letter/number combination that is six characters in length) 

 

____LARGE ANIMAL exhibitors only: Submit your Still Exhibit entries by August 27, 2026. Check Official Entry Guide 

for receiving dates and make sure your entries are delivered to the fairgrounds on time. 

 

____Market Hog exhibitors: upload a copy of your breeder’s Prop 12 certification. 

 

____Submit your Exhibitor Eligibility, Release of Liability and YQCA Certificates on time. Project leader and parent 

signatures for youth exhibitors are required on the forms. Plan to obtain signatures well before the entry deadline. Upload 

documents via the online entry system. 

 

____Copies of Purebred registration papers and market beef bills of sales/yellow slip must be uploaded to the online entry 

system by the entry deadline. 

 

____Make sure you purchase an exhibitor wristband (if required). Wristbands that are purchased by the entry deadline 

will be distributed at the Mandatory Meeting on Check-In Day. All other wristbands must be purchased or picked up at 

the Main Fair Office, 9 am to 5 pm, beginning Tuesday, September 15. 

 

____Pay for your wristbands or other entry fees on time. Online entries may be paid via credit card. Make sure to pay at 

the time you submit your cart. If you elect to pay later, you cannot come back to pay with a credit card through the 

online system. 

 

____Showmanship is mandatory for large animal exhibitors (beef, dairy cattle, dairy goats, market goats, sheep, 

swine). Sign up for showmanship, making sure to select the class appropriate to your age (4-H) or experience (FFA). If 

you enter both market and breeding animals, you must use your market animal for showmanship. 

 

____Complete or renew your YQCA training (ages 9-19 only) by the entry deadline. You will not be reminded to complete 

the training. Upload a copy of the completion certificate. 

 

____Check-in on time and have the original documents for purebred stock and animal medication certification must be 

brought with you on Check-In Day. Market beef exhibitors must bring bill of sale and yellow slip to the scale. 
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Organically-Fed Market Animals 

Please note guidelines for the Organically-Fed Program 

are local and written with local consumer demand in 

mind. While it’s possible that some entries may 

originate from entirely organically-fed herds, the 

program overall is not to be confused as USDA Organic 

certified nor fully integrated with the Naturally Raised 

Livestock Claim that is currently listed as a proposal for 

future standards in the Federal Register. 

 

In addition to the rules below, all animals entered as Organic-

Fed entries must also meet all other Livestock requirements for 

each respective species, including medication restrictions. 

Market goats, sheep and hogs only. 

 

Exhibitors will exhibit their organic-fed entries in traditional 

market classes. At the end of each market show, all organic-

fed program exhibitors will return to the ring for the selection 

of Champion Organic-Fed (and Reserve Champion for any 

species with minimum of four entries). 

 

1. Restricted Period – Entries may originate from any 
conventional or organic herd. All entries must be 
purchased by and transitioned to restricted diet and 
supplementation within the guidelines on or before the 
dates below: 

Market Swine, Lambs & Goats – June 19, 2026 
Exhibitors are required to send a letter of intent to 
participate in the organic-fed program, via email, by this 
date. santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com. 

 
2. Please note the restricted periods may be longer than 

ownership requirements for traditional market classes and 

do not end until the fair is completed on Sunday night 
unless the Livestock Department is unable to 
accommodate separate pens or stalls. Still, the exhibitor 
should make every effort to maintain the integrity of the 
feeding program throughout the fair. 

 
3. All exhibitors must provide letters containing three 

separate signatures (one from a parent/guardian, another 
from an advisor, third from the exhibitor (copies will be 
available in the Livestock office) confirming all 
requirements of this class have been adequately met.  A 
designated member of the Livestock Committee must 
approve and sign off on all entries by 7 pm on Weigh-In 
Day. In the case of independent exhibitors, a second 
parent, guardian, relative or close observer can provide a 
letter in the absence of a club advisor. 

 
4. Exhibitors are required to segregate organic-fed animals 

from those that are not. 
 

5. Exhibitors must be able to provide proof of adequate 
purchases of feed and any hay or supplementation utilized 
on check-in day upon request. Original feed tags and 
feed/hay receipts denoting these details are satisfactory. 

Save your feed tags and receipts! 
 

 

Any or all of the following are allowed for animal 

consumption during and before the restricted period 

Pasture 

• Any non-medicated feed certified as GMO free 
• Certified organic feed or grain 
• Hay of any source (except alfalfa and wheat must either 

be certified as organic and/or GMO free) 
• Supplemental nutrition containing herbs, minerals, 

enzymes, amino acids from plant-based sources. Vitamins 
may be from synthetic or natural sources. 

• Organic goat or cow’s milk 
• Probiotics 
• Oils from organic or non-GMO sources 
• Medicinal mushrooms 
• Diatomaceous earth (DE) 
• Fish meal 
 

DE, clay and/or herbal dewormers (garlic, ginger, etc.) are still 

encouraged though chemical dewormers may be utilized when 

deemed necessary. Any dewormer utilized containing a 

withdrawal period must be properly administrated within that 

time frame. 

 

Not allowed for consumption at any time during the 

restricted period includes… 

• Antibiotics. 
• Implants of any kind including additional vaccines. 
• Hormones, stimulants, growth regulators including 

steroids and Paylean. 
• blood meal and spray-dried animal plasma (SDAP) 
• Artificial colors, dyes, other synthetic substances of any 

kind. 
 

6.    Organic-fed program exhibitors are encouraged to refrain 
from using any synthetic products on the exterior of the 

animals exhibited. Natural products (plant-based 
shampoos, conditioners, gels, oils, etc.) may be utilized 
but are not required for show or sale. 

 

Entries: Online Entries only. All organically-fed animals will 

enter in their respective market classes and indicate that they 

are Organically Fed by clicking the appropriate check box on 

the entry page. 

Judging: Entries received from 4-H, FFA, Grange Youth and 

independent exhibitors will be judged together. 
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Showmanship 

FFA and 4-H Showmanship 
 

1. Showmanship contests are open to all exhibitors entered 
in Junior Livestock Division classes. 
 
Showmanship is mandatory for large animal 

exhibitors. When an exhibitor enters market 

(includes feeders) and breeding animals, the 

market animal must be used for showmanship. 

Youth poultry exhibitors are exempt from this rule, 

but are encouraged to enter showmanship. Market 

exhibitors who fail to participate in Showmanship 

will not be allowed to sell their animal at auction. 

Exhibitors who are showing only dairy or breeding 

animals and do not participate will forfeit their 

premiums. 

 

If the exhibitor has a market animal that does not meet 

the weight requirements and as a result may not show in 

an individual market class, the exhibitor may use this 

animal for showmanship if and only if this animal is the 

only animal the exhibitor has brought to the Fair. 

 
2. All exhibitors are encouraged to watch showmanship 

classes prior to or after their own class. 
 

3. Animals shown in showmanship classes must be owned, 
fitted and shown by the exhibitor in Junior Division Market, 
Feeder and/or Breeding Livestock or Rabbit classes. 
Animals may not be brought to the fairgrounds specifically 
for showmanship classes. Carcass animals are not eligible 

to be brought to the ring for showmanship. Exhibitor’s 
animal that is moved to the Carcass Contest is NOT 
eligible to participate in showmanship. 
 

4. All contestants are required to wear official uniforms as 
defined in this entry guide. 
 

5. Independent Junior exhibitors ages 11 or older who have 
never shown that particular type of animal before will 
compete in Junior Showmanship classes where provided or 
Senior Showmanship where no Junior Showmanship 
classes are provided. Independent exhibitors ages 14 and 
older will compete in FFA showmanship classes. 
 

6. JUDGING: American System of Judging. Showmanship 
classes may be prior to or after the market classes at the 
discretion of the judge and/or show chair. 

 
7. CLASSES may be divided by judge for convenience in 

judging. 
 

8. The top three showmen in each class (excludes primary 
classes) may show in the final round of the next higher 
class of that species at this Fair, if the judge allows. This 
shall have no bearing on the Showmanship status of these 
showmen in subsequent years at this Fair. 

 
 

9. AWARDS: Ribbons for First through Eighth Place shall 
be awarded in Novice, Junior and Senior Showmanship 
Classes. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS, Class 020-070 

1st $20.00   2nd $16.00   3rd $14.00   4th $12.00   5th$10.00 

Ribbons         6th - 8th Place 

Showmanship classes are listed in each division. Exhibitors 

must use the class that is appropriate for their experience 

and/or age as shown here for Beef, Dairy Cattle, Sheep, 

Swine, Dairy Goats, Market Goats and Rabbits. 

 

All FFA Exhibitors and Independent Exhibitors 14 years 

of age and older 

CLASS: NO ENTRY FEE 

110.  FFA Novice - FFA exhibitors who have never shown 
animal species prior to the Santa Cruz County Fair. This 

does not include jackpot shows. 
120.  FFA Senior - FFA exhibitors who have shown this livestock 

species prior to the Santa Cruz County Fair. 
 

All 4-H Exhibitors and Independent Exhibitors under 14 

years of age 

CLASS:  NO ENTRY FEE 

130.     4-H PRIMARY* - Exhibitors 5 to 8 years of age on 
January 1, 2026 

140.     4-H NOVICE - Exhibitors 9 to 10 years of age on 
January 1, 2026 and exhibitors under 14 who have never 
shown this species. 

150.     4-H JUNIOR - Exhibitors 11 to 13 years of age on 
January 1, 2026 

160.     4-H SENIOR - Exhibitors 14 years of age and older on 

January 1, 2026 
*rabbits, poultry, Registered Nigerian Dwarf goats only 

 

 

Round Robin Showmanship 
Check-In Time:     Load-Out Day       8:30 am 

Judging time:        Load-Out Day       9:00 am 

1. 4-H Junior and Senior, and FFA Novice and Senior 
Showmanship class winners in the species of beef, 
dairy cattle, sheep, swine, market goat, dairy goat, 
horses, rabbits or poultry are eligible to compete in Round 
Robin. Species to be shown are beef, dairy cattle, sheep, 
swine, market goats and dairy goats. Horses, rabbits and 
poultry will not be shown in Round Robin. Livestock 
Division Leads have the right to eliminate a species if 
there are not sufficient animals available. 

 
2. First place winners in each species will 

automatically fill the slot for their species. If a 
showman wins in more than one species, they will 
represent the first species they win. Winners must 
notify the Livestock Office by 8:00 p.m. on the 
night of their showmanship win if they decline to 
participate. If the first place winner declines or has 
already filled another slot, the slot will be filled by 
the next-highest, eligible winner of the species, 
second through eighth place in that order. A final 
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list of Round Robin competitors will be posted in 
the Livestock Office on Auction Day. 
 

3. When showmanship classes are combined 4-H/FFA, the 
organization used on the winner’s entry will be used to 
place the exhibitor in the correct contest. 
 

4. Competition will be completed when each contestant has 
shown all species. Final results will be based on a total 
point system. Tie breaker question(s) will break a tie. 
 

5. All exhibitors must wear boots while showing cattle. 
 

6. Equipment will be provided for all participants. 
 

7. Contestants will be disqualified if they are getting coached 
during a competition. Once judging has begun, no talking 
to contestants will be allowed. This rule will be strictly 
enforced. 
 

8. Exhibitors are advised to treat all animals with respect. No 
punching or beating animals will be allowed. 

 

Supreme Showman 

Sheep, Swine, Beef, Market Goat, Dairy Cattle and Dairy Goats 

only: 4-H Senior and FFA Senior Showmen finishing in places 1 

through 3 are eligible to compete against each other for the 

title of Supreme Showman. The competition will take place 

immediately following the last showmanship class for each 

species. There must be at least two FFA and two 4-H 

senior showmanship winners to compete for the title in 

each species. 

1. Eligible exhibitors will be notified at ringside. Exhibitors 
must have finished in first through third place in 4-H 
Senior or FFA Senior Showmanship. 
 

2. Entry is voluntary – no substitutions. 
 

3. All other showmanship rules will apply. 
 

4. Exhibitor must use same animal used in the showmanship 
class. 
 

5. Awards for the Supreme Showman in each species will be 
distributed after the fair. 

 

Pee Wee and Adult Showmanship 

These contests are just for fun. Sign-ups will be taken in the 

Livestock Office during the fair. No entry fee for Pee Wee 

Showmanship. $5 entry fee for Adult Showmanship per 

species shown. Species to be shown will be identified at sign-

up. Clothing associated with 4-H or FFA is not allowed. 

NOTE: Contests moved to Fair Thursday. 

Pee Wee Showmanship Sign-Ups: Noon on Fair 

Wednesday until noon on Fair Thursday, or until 

full. 

Adult Showmanship Sign-Ups: Noon on Fair Wednesday 

until 5pm on Fair Thursday 

Exhibitors must sign a release of liability and borrow a 

livestock animal from a 4-H, FFA, Grange Youth or 

independent exhibitor.   All animals used must have been 

entered in livestock or carcass divisions.  Decorations or 

glitter on the animals is not allowed. 

Pee Wee - ages 5 through 8 - classes may be broken up into 

age groups if warranted by the number of entries. 

Adult - Two age groups: 18 to 40 years old, and 40 years old 

and over not exhibiting junior livestock at the fair. Carcass 

exhibitors 18 and older are eligible if they are not exhibiting 

junior livestock. 

 

 

 

Junior Rabbits 
Rebecca Alaga, Division Lead 

 

Eligibility 

Double Youth Rabbit Show open 
to 4-H, FFA, Grange, and 
independent youth 18 years of 
age or younger who are 
residents of California 

Entry Deadline August 27, 2026, 5:59 PM 

Entry Fees 
$10.00 per show rabbit 
      For both shows 
$15.00 for market rabbits 

Receiving 
Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, 8am to 
8:30am 
Location TBD. 

Check-In 
Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, 8am - 
8:30am 

Judging/ 
Showmanship 

Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, 
Judging: 9:00am 
Showmanship: 9:30am 

Release Date 

ALL RABBITS MUST BE 
REMOVED FROM THE 
FAIRGROUNDS IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER SHOW ENDS. 

System of  
Judging 

American 

 

***PLEASE NOTE THAT THE RABBIT SHOW IS A 

ONE DAY CARRYING CAGE SHOW*** 

 

Official American Rabbit Breeders Association 

Sanctioned Show 

PO Box 400 Knox, PA 16232 

www.arba.net 

 

See the website for membership types and fees. 

Note: ARBA Membership is not required to enter show, but 

membership is required for youth to receive points. 

1. This is an Official ARBA sanctioned show. 
• DOUBLE YOUTH RABBIT SHOW - Rabbits will be judged 

twice by two different judges. 
• ARBA rules will be enforced and followed. 

2. The show will be limited to 250 rabbits. Entries after the 
first 250 animals will not be accepted. 

3. Rabbits should be entered into classes based on weight 
and age, per ARBA guidelines. 
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4. Animals will be shown and judged in the show classes 
recognized by the ARBA and judged by a current licensed 
ARBA judge. 

5. Exhibitors may enter only 1 rabbit in the Pet Rabbit 
Division. The Pet Rabbit Division is NOT part of the ARBA 
sanctioned show. 

6. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to take the rabbit to 
the show table when the class is called for judging. Those 
rabbits absent at the time of judging do not count when 
computing the number of rabbits in the class. Youth must 
be able to groom and handle their own rabbits and be 
available to put them on the table. This is a youth-only 
show. 

7. Any duplication of ear markings by one exhibitor in the 
same Breed and Class will not be allowed. Entries with 
duplicate ear numbers will have one of those rabbits 
disqualified. 

8. he exhibitor is to check the show cards at the beginning of 
the Rabbit Show and report any discrepancies to the Show 
Secretary immediately. NO CHANGES WILL BE 
ALLOWED DURING THE SHOW. Substitutions can only 
be made within the same section, which includes sex, 
variety and class and must be submitted in writing ten 
(10) days prior to the show date. 

9. All animals must be identified by legible, permanent ear 
marking in left ear which MUST 1) correspond to those on 
the entry form and 2) be tattooed prior to arrival at 
fairgrounds. 

10. Rabbits entered in a class, which are the wrong sex, 
breed, or variety will be disqualified from the show and 
the number in the class corrected accordingly. 

11. Rules, definitions, and judging procedures as prescribed in 
the current Handbook and Standard of the American 
Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc. shall apply to all District  
and County Fair rabbit shows, provided they do not  
conflict with any rules and regulations prescribed by the 

Department of Food and Agriculture. 

12. The judge will disqualify those animals which have 
disqualifications from competition. Disqualified rabbits will 
still count when computing the number of rabbits shown 
in the class. 

13. Awards are given from entries made by the judge's clerks 
on the "Official Judging Sheets" and not from award 
stickers placed on entry. Judges’ decisions are final. 

14. All Best of Breed winners are invited and encouraged to 
stay for Best in Show, which will take place immediately 
after the conclusions of both shows. 

15. Exhibitors show their own rabbits. Consideration will be 
given to those showing other species at the same time as 
the rabbit show on a case-by-case basis, with prior notice 
in writing. 

16. Thank you letters for awards are due at the end of 
the show. Use livestock letterhead for letters, available at 
clerks table. 

17. RHD is now considered endemic in 11 U.S. states. We 
recommend taking proper bio security measures as we are 
not responsible for any transmitted diseases. All exhibitors 
enter with all known risks involved. 

18. YQCA certification is not required for ARBA show, market 
rabbit exhibitors only. 

 

 

 

BEST IN SHOW * BEST RESERVE IN SHOW * BEST 

HEAVYWEIGHT IN SHOW 

BEST LIGHTWEIGHT IN SHOW*BEST of BREED (per 

Breed 

 

DIVISION RB100 – Lightweight Rabbits – Shows A & B 

All recognized lightweight rabbit breeds are eligible. Please 

specify the breed and variety on your entry. Use Tag ID for 

tattoo information. 

Class: Entry Fee - $10.00 for both shows 

10. Senior Buck; 6 months of age and older, or having 
reached maximum junior weight  

20. Senior Doe; 6 months of age and older, or having reached 
maximum junior weight  

30. Junior Buck; under 6 months of age  
40. Junior Doe; under 6 months of age 
 

DIVISION RB200 - Heavyweight Rabbits - Shows A & B 

All recognized heavyweight rabbit breeds are eligible. Please 

specify the breed and variety on your entry. Use Tag ID for 

tattoo information. 

Class: Entry Fee - $10.00 for both shows 

10. Senior Buck; 8 months of age and older, or having 
reached minimum senior weight 

20. Senior Doe; 8 months of age and older, or having reached 
minimum senior weight 

30. Intermediate Buck; Between 6 months and 8 months or 
having reached maximum junior weight 

40. Intermediate Doe; Between 6 months and 8 months or 
having reached maximum junior weight 

50. Junior Buck; Under six months of age 
60. Junior Doe; Under six months of age 
 

DIVISION RB350 - Fur Rabbits - Shows A & B 

NOTE: Animals must have been shown and qualified in regular 

breed classes to compete. NO PREMIUMS will be awarded. 

Class: No Entry Fee 

110.    Normal White 

120.    Normal Color 

130.    Rex – All Colors 

140.    Satin Fur – All Colors 

150.    Angora Wool 

160.    Fuzzy Wool 

 

DIVISION RB300 – Pet Rabbit  

Provide breed(s) and variety on entry. Use Tag ID for tattoo 

information. *Only 1 entry per exhibitor 

Class: Entry Fee - $5.00 

10.    All pet rabbits 

 

DIVISION RB400 – Rabbit Showmanship 

Judging will begin on Friday, September 18, 2026, at 9:30 am 

until finished. No entry fee. Pre-registration required. 

• Rabbit Showmanship is judged according to ARBA 
Showmanship score card – 
https://www.arba.net/PDFs/Showmanship.pdf 

• Showmanship is mandatory. 
• Showmanship class based on by age on Jan 1, 2026. 
• Animal used in showmanship must belong to the exhibitor 

and be entered in one of the rabbit divisions. This includes 
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primary exhibitors. 
• Exhibitor must be neatly dressed and in uniform. Refer to 

Livestock General Rules for more on Official Show 
Uniforms. 

• The top 3 in each division may advance to the next class 
and show against the next class – primary is excluded. 

• Highest placing 4-H Junior and Senior, and FFA winners 
may advance to the Round Robin Competition. See Round 
Robin division for notification deadline. 

See classes under Showmanship Division above. 

 

Division RB010 – Junior Market Rabbits  

Division Rules 

1. Youth aged 9 and older as of January 1, 2026, may sell 
meat pens.  Primary youth (ages 5-8) may enter but are 
not eligible for premiums and cannot sell at auction. 

2. Limit 2 entries per exhibitor. 
3. An exhibitor may only sell one (1) pen of rabbits or one 

(1) single fryer. If an exhibitor owns multiple winning pens 
or single fryers (1st or 2nd place), the next highest-
placing market rabbit will also be sold at auction.  

4. Only animals raised by exhibitor are eligible for entry. 4-H 
Leader's or FFA Advisor's verification should be provided 
as needed. Exhibitor should be prepared to show pedigree 
or bill of sale on the day of show if requested. 

5. Market rabbits must be tattooed prior to arrival at 
Fairgrounds. 

6. YQCA Certification required for all participants. 
7. If top entries do not meet minimum quality standards, the 

Rabbit Auction will be canceled. MARKET RABBIT 
AUCTION DOES NOT COUNT AS A JUNIOR LIVESTOCK 
MARKET ANIMAL AND CAN BE SOLD IN ADDITION TO 
OTHER LIVESTOCK.  Exhibitor’s mandatory Jr. Livestock 
Auction picture fee will be deducted from auction check. 

8. All entries will be judged together. 

9. First and second place will be Grand & Reserve Grand 
Champions and will be sold at the Jr. Livestock Auction. 

10. Auction-eligible rabbits will be held until Auction Day. 
11. Champion market rabbits will receive an additional tattoo 

after the show. 
12. This show is not part of the ARBA Sanction Rabbit Show. 
 

Awards Offered 

Champion and Reserve Champion Meat Pen  

Champion and Reserve Champion Single Fryer 

Meat Pens and Single Fryers Sold at auction 

RIBBONS 1st through 8th Place 

 

CLASS: Entry Fee - $15 per meat pen 

10. Meat Pen: Three (3) meat breed rabbits, 3.5 to 5.5 
pounds each, not over 70 days old. 

• All breeds will be judged together. 

• Each pen of three must be one breed and color. 

• Animals may not be entered in any other class. 

 

CLASS: Entry Fee - $15 per single fryer 

20. Single Fryer: One (1) meat breed rabbit, 3.5 to 5.5 
pounds, not over 70 days old. 

• All breeds will be judged together. 

• Animals may not be entered in any other class. 

 

 

POINT SCHEDULE FOR JUDGING MEAT PENS 

Meat type               40 points 

Condition of flesh               30 points 

Uniformity               20 points 

Fur                            10 points 

Total                          100 points 

POINT SCHEDULE FOR JUDGING SINGLE FRYERS 

Meat type     50 points 

Condition of flesh                 40 points 

Fur      10 points 

Total   100  points 

 

Contests – Sign-Ups During Show 

Rabbit Dress Up 

Held during lunch break on show day. One entry per theme 

per exhibitor. Themes for 2026 will be: 

• Fair Theme 
• Me & My Bunny 

• Fruits & Vegetables 
Breed Identification 

Sign up on show day. Held throughout the day during the 

show. Exhibitors can answer age-appropriate questions about 

a variety of rabbit breeds and varieties. Prizes will be awarded 

for the top score in each age class. 

 

 

 

Junior Beef 
Morgan Tittle, Division Lead 

 

Market Beef Division Rules 

Exhibitor must be present for Mandatory Market Beef Ear 

Tagging and Brand Inspection, Thursday, May 7, 2026, 5 to 7 

pm @ Rancher’s Choice Stockyard. Scales will be open for 

weighing animals as a courtesy to our exhibitors. Exhibitors 

may tag more than one animal, but will be allowed to enter 

only one. First animal tagged is free. Additional animals will be 

charged $10/head for tagging. If animal loses either visual ear 

tag or RFID tag, a $10 replacement fee will be assessed at 

Check-In. If animal loses both visual tag and RFID tag, the $10 

replacement fee will be assessed and the animal WILL NOT BE 

eligible for championship. 

 

THIS IS A TERMINAL SHOW/SALE. NO LIVE PICK-UPS. 

 

1. A Brand Inspection made out to exhibitor, an Out Billing 
from an Auction Sales Yard, or a Bill of Sale showing 120 
consecutive days ownership is required. If animal is 
dropped by one of your own cows, a Yellow Slip must be 
presented. Proof of ownership must be shown at time of 
Mandatory Ear Tagging and must be presented at scale 
before weighing at Fair. 
 

2. A Yellow Transportation Slip (74-0364) must accompany 
all cattle. 
 

3. Wild or horned market beef will not be permitted to 
show/sell. 
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4. Use of nose rings will not be permitted to show/sell. 
 

5. Cattle can be fit/clipped at exhibitors preference. 

NO PROFESSIONAL FITTERS and/or ADULTS may assist in 
staging or prepping of the animal. Exhibitors may assist 
each other. False tail switches, tail fins, or any hair-like 
substance or flocking added to the animal’s body, or no 
change of the natural color pattern of the animal by 
painting or dyeing will be allowed. Products like Show 
Sheen and adhesives are permissible. Violation of this rule 
disqualifies the animal from showing and the auction. 
 

6. All breeds judged together, steers and heifers. 
 

7. All market beef showing at the Santa Cruz County Fair will 
be entered in the Junior Super Beef Carcass Contest. 
 

8. A total of 10 animals from Santa Clara and San Mateo 
counties combined will be allowed to show and sell at 
auction. For 2027 fair, drawing forms will be available in 
September with submission deadline of October 9, 2026. 
Results will be announced by October 20, 2026. See 
Market Animal Rule 6.  
 

9. Underweight animals will show in lightweight class but 
may move to the Carcass Contest provided they meet the 
weight requirements. See Carcass Contest rules. 
 

10. Market Beef—Minimum weight 1100 lbs. 
 

GRAND CHAMPION * RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 

4-H CHAMPION * 4-H RESERVE CHAMPION 

FFA CHAMPION * FFA RESERVE  CHAMPION 

 

DIVISION: BE010-4-H Market Beef 

DIVISION: BE020-FFA Market Beef 

Do not enter more than one Market Beef animal. Excess 

entries will be rejected. Beef must have been tagged in May. 

Class: – Entry Fee - $10 

010.    One Market Beef Animal 

DIVISION BE110 – Bred & Fed Market Beef  

• Exhibitor must own the cow at time of calving, and raise 
and finish the animal. Use the Bred & Fed form. 

• Designate your animal as bred and fed at the Ear Tagging 
event. 

• Bred and Fed entries will be judged after the completion 
of the Market Shows. 4-H, FFA, Grange and independent 
entries will be judged together. 

 

CHAMPION * RESERVE CHAMPION 

Check the “Bred and Fed” switch on the Online Entry 

page for Market Beef. 

Club/Chapter Groups will be called to the ring during 

the show. 

Clubs/chapters will be assigned to clean common areas 

(wash racks, watering area, etc.) one time during the 

fair. Schedule will be displayed in Beef Barn. 

 

Beef Showmanship 

Mandatory. See Showmanship Rules. 

DIVISION: BE010-4-H Showmanship Beef 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

140.    4-H Novice 

150.    4-H Junior 

160.    4-H Senior 

 

DIVISION: BE020-FFA Showmanship Beef 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

110.    FFA Novice 

120.    FFA Senior/Advanced 

 

Junior Super Beef Carcass Contest Rules 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED 

1st $300.00    2nd $200.00    3rd $100.00 
 

1. No pre-entry required. 
 

2. All eligible market beef for Junior Super Beef Carcass 
Contest will come back into showring on Tuesday for live 
placing for Junior Super Beef Carcass Contest. If animal is 
not shown for live placing, it will be disqualified from the 
contest. Animals found to be ineligible for market beef 
classes will also be disqualified from the contest. 
 

3. All market beef must be in the Livestock Arena at 
5:00 p.m. on Fair Tuesday for live carcass judging. 

To facilitate carcass evaluation after the Fair all market 

beef must be processed by the Fair's custom processors to 

be eligible. 

THIS IS TERMINAL SHOW/SALE.  NO LIVE PICK-UPS. 

 

4. Uniforms not required. Boots are required. 
 

5. If exhibitor is unable to show animal for live placing, 
arrangements must be made with the Livestock 
Superintendent prior to live placing show. 
 

6. Junior Super Beef Carcass Contest Awards will be 
presented at Freedom Meat Lockers, Sunday, September 
27, 2026, 10 am. 
 

7. Junior Beef Carcass Judging: 
a. Carcasses will be judged for USDA Quality and Yield 

Grades. Yield Grade is converted to an estimate of 
Percent Boneless Retail Cuts which is used as the 

Carcass Index, and adjusted for Quality Grade and 
carcass weight.  The carcasses are then ranked by the 
Index. 

b. Carcasses must be "A" maturity and grade Select + or 
better to qualify. 

c. The Junior Super Beef Carcass Contest will be selected 
using combined results from the live judging classes and 
the carcass evaluation. The carcass evaluation will count 
75% of score and live judging 25% of score toward the 
Junior Super Beef Carcass Contest ranking. 
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Breeding Beef Division Rules 
 

1. Cattle breeding show is open to local and extended areas. 
(See general rule 3 for pen space.) Maximum 6 (six) 
breeding animals per exhibitor and a maximum of 8 
(eight) exhibitors for breeding show. Exhibitors will be 
selected by date entry received and pen space. Online 
entries and associated fees must be paid by Entry 
Deadline. 
 

2. All Breeds must be from recognized Breed Associations. 
Unregistered animals can enter Crossbred classes. 
 

3. All breeds will be judged together. 
 

4. State Rule IX, Cattle, Beef Cattle applies to this fair. 
 

5. No livestock exhibit owned solely by a chapter or club, 
conducted as a joint project by two or more individuals, or 
jointly owned by two or more individuals is eligible in this 
division. No partnerships or club/chapter-owned animals 
allowed. 
 

6. No change of the natural color pattern of the animal by 
painting or dyeing will be allowed. Any grooming material 
that allows the color to rub off of the animal will not be 
allowed. Violation of this rule disqualifies the animal from 
showing. 
 

7. American System of Judging. 
 

SUPREME CHAMPION 

 

DIVISION BE300 - Purebred Heifers 

DIVISION BE310 - Commercial Heifers 

 

CHAMPION FEMALE * RESERVE CHAMPION FEMALE 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS, Class 010-060 

Purebred: 1st $45.  2nd $35.  3rd $25.  4th $20.  5th $15. 

Commercial: 1st $36.00   2nd $28.00   3rd $20.00   4th $16.00 

 

Breeding Heifers 

CLASS: ENTRY FEE $10.00            Date of Calving 

010.    Junior Calf         01/01/2026—05/14/2026 

020.    Senior Calf         09/01/2025—12/31/2025 

030.    Summer Yearling          05/01/2025—8/31/2025 

040.    Junior Yearling          01/01/2025—4/30/2025 

050.    Senior Yearling        03/01/2024—12/31/2024 

060.    Aged Cow                 Prior to 03/01/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Dairy Cattle 
Morgan Tittle, Division Lead 

 

Division Rules 
 

1. Dairy Cattle show is open to local area and other counties 
(see general rule 3 for pen space). Maximum 10 dairy 
animals per exhibitor and a maximum 8 exhibitors for 
dairy cattle show. Exhibitors will be selected by date entry 
received in the online system. 
 

2. Dairy Cattle may check in at any time through Fair 
Thursday. 
 

3. FFA and 4-H to be judged together. 
 

4. Refer to Market/Breeding Animal rules for ownership 
requirements.  

 
5. No change of the natural color pattern of the animal by 

painting or dyeing will be allowed. Any grooming material 
that allows the color to rub off of an animal will not be 
allowed. Products like Show Sheen and adhesives are 
permissible. Violation of this rule disqualifies the animal 
from showing. 
 

6. Milking may be done by exhibitor with an adult present, or 
by an adult from the club or chapter. Contact Division 
Lead for disposal. 
 

7. No horned dairy cattle. 

SUPREME CHAMPION DAIRY 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS, Class 020-070 

Ribbons         1st - 7th Place 

Reg: 1st $45.00   2nd $35.00   3rd $25.00   4th $20.00   5th$16.00 

Unreg: 1st $36.00   2nd $28.00   3rd $20.00   4th $16.00 

 

Division DC300—All Registered Females 

Junior Registered Dairy Females 

CHAMPION REGISTERED JR DAIRY 

RESERVE CHAMPION REGISTERED JR DAIRY 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $10  Date of Calving 

020.    Junior Calf                   1/1/2026 and after 

025.    Senior Calf                9/1/2025-12/31/2025 

030.    Summer Yearling  05/01/2025-8/31/2025 

035.    Junior Yearling     3/1/2025-4/30/2025 

040.    Senior Yearling     9/1/2024-2/28/2025 
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Division DC300—All Registered Females 

Senior Registered Dairy Females 

CHAMPION REGISTERED SR DAIRY 

RESERVE CHAMPION REGISTERED SR DAIRY 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $10  Date of Calving 

050.    Two years and under 3 (not in milk) 9/1/2022-8/31/2024 

055.    Two years and under 3 (in milk)       9/1/2023-8/31/2024 

060.    Three years and under 4          9/1/2022-8/31/2023 

070.    Aged Cow          Born before 9/1/2021 

 

Groups 

 

Class: No Entry Fee No Premiums 

110.    Best Two (2) Owned by Exhibitor 

120.    Produce of Dam Two (2) animals, any age, the 

produce of one cow. The dam must be identified by 

registration number. 

Winners of Junior Registered and Senior Registered will return 

for 

CHAMPION REGISTERED DAIRY 

RESERVE CHAMPION REGISTERED DAIRY 

 

Division DC310—Unregistered Females by Purebred 

Sire 

• The exhibitor certifies that the sire of each animal entered 
in the following classes for grade animals was either 
registered or purebred. 

• A PERMANENT EAR TAG OR TATTOO NUMBER IS 
REQUIRED AND MUST BE SHOWN IN ONLINE ENTRY. 

• Animals that have been registered by a purebred breed 
association cannot be entered in Division DC310. 

Junior Unregistered Dairy Females 

CHAMPION UNREGISTERED JR DAIRY 

RESERVE CHAMPION UNREGISTERED JR DAIRY 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $10 Date of Calving 

020.    Junior Calf                  1/1/2026 and after 

025.    Senior Calf              9/1/2025-12/31/2025 

030.    Summer Yearling           05/01/2025-8/31/2025 

035.    Junior Yearling              3/1/2025-4/30/2025 

040.    Senior Yearling              9/1/2024-2/28/2025 

Senior Unregistered Dairy Females 

CHAMPION UNREGISTERED SR DAIRY 

RESERVE CHAMPION UNREGISTERED SR DAIRY 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $10 Date of Calving 

050.    Two years and under 3 (not in milk) 9/1/2023-8/31/2024 

055.    Two years and under 3 (in milk)       9/1/2023-8/31/2024 

060.    Three years and under 4          9/1/2022-8/31/2023 

070.    Aged Cow          Born before 9/1/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groups 

 

Class: No Entry Fee No Premiums 

110.    Best Two (2) Owned by Exhibitor 

120.    Produce of Dam Two (2) animals, any age, the 
produce of one cow. 

 

Winners of Junior Unregistered and Senior Unregistered will 

return for 

CHAMPION UNREGISTERED DAIRY 

RESERVE CHAMPION UNREGISTERED DAIRY 

 

 

 

Junior Sheep 
Diana Hoover, Market & Breeding Sheep 

Division Lead 
 

Market Lamb Division Rules 
 

1. Maximum weight for market lambs is 180 pounds. 
Auction payment will be adjusted to a 150 pounds 
maximum sale weight. Lambs will be weighed with halters. 
All underweight animals will show in lightweight class. 
Underweight animals will not be sold in Junior Livestock 
Auction, but may move to the Open Carcass Contest. 
Overweight lambs may be eligible for the Open Carcass 
Contest, space permitting. 
 

2. MARKET ANIMALS must arrive clean and dry and must 
have been shorn within one (1) week of the Fair. 

Infraction of these rules will result in animal not being 
weighed. 
 

3. NO FORCE FEEDING OR WATERING. 
 

4. NO ARTIFICIAL COLORING of fleece, body, hooves or 
horns will be allowed. Infraction of this rule will result in 
disqualification by the Livestock Superintendent. 
 

5. Lambs exhibiting the callipygian genetic trait will be 
disqualified. 
 

6. The Santa Cruz County Fair is not responsible for tubing 
animals should that be deemed necessary. 
 

7. Tail dock length will be checked as designated in State 
Rules. 

 
8. All breeds judged together. 

 
9. Extended Area entries limited by drawing. See Market 

Animal Rules. 
 

10. Lambs must show lambs teeth. 
 

11. The exhibitor is responsible for his/her animal(s) until tack 
out on Load-Out Day. 
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12. See Natural Fed Market Animal Division for requirements 
for Natural Fed entries. 

 

GRAND CHAMPION * RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 

4-H CHAMPION * 4-H RESERVE CHAMPION 

FFA CHAMPION * FFA RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

DIVISION SH010-4-H Market Lamb 

DIVISION SH020-FFA Market Lamb 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $10 

010.    One Market Lamb, 100 to 180 lbs. 

 

DIVISION SH110-Bred & Fed Market Lamb  

• Animals must be entered in market or market feeder 
classes. 

• Exhibitor must own the dam, lamb out dam, and raise 
lamb to market weight. 

• Bred and Fed entries will be judged after the completion 
of the Market Shows. 4-H, FFA, Grange and independent 
entries will be judged together. 

• Exhibitors must upload the Bred and Fed form (found at 
the back of this entry guide) in place of the Bill of Sale. 

CHAMPION * RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

Check the “Bred and Fed” switch on the Online Entry 

Page for Market Lambs. 

 

DIVISION SH120 – Natural Fed Market Lamb 

• Animals must be entered in market class. 
• Entries must conform to Natural Fed rules Division of this 

entry guide. 

CHAMPION * RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

Check the “Natural Fed” switch on the Online Entry 

Page for Market Lambs. 

 

Club/Chapter Groups will be called to the ring during 

the show. 

 

Sheep Showmanship 
Mandatory. Exhibitor may use market, breeding or feeder 

animal. 

 

DIVISION SH010-4-H Showmanship Sheep 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

140.    4-H Novice 

150.    4-H Junior 

160.    4-H Senior 

 

DIVISION SH020-FFA Showmanship Sheep 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

110.    FFA Novice 

120.    FFA Senior/Advanced 

 

 

 

 

Junior Breeding Sheep Divisions 
 

• Flock numbers shall be used to identify all entries. An 
exhibitor may not use the same flock number on more 
than one animal during any two consecutive calendar 
years. 

• REGISTRATION NUMBERS MAY NOT BE USED AS 
FLOCK NUMBERS.  Flock numbers and breeder’s initials, 
name, or association prefix shall be on commercially used 
tags attached to the ear or tattooed in the ear for 
YEARLINGS AND LAMBS BRED BY THE EXHIBITOR. 

• LAMBS MUST SHOW LAMBS TEETH. 
• Lambs born from purchased bred ewe can bear the ear 

tag of the owner at the time of birth. They do not have to 
have original breeder's ear tag. 

• Tail dock length will be checked as designated in State 
Rules. 

• Breed classes may be split at the discretion of the 
Committee. 

• Exhibitors may enter two (2) entries per class. 
• Supreme champion drive may include all Divisions 

depending on number of entries. 
• Substitutions are subject to State Rule #II-5. 
• All registered and commercial entries must be verified 

prior to show day. 
• Any sheep that shows signs of fungus at any time during 

the fair (including the last day of the fair) must be 
removed by the exhibitor immediately. The exhibitor is 
responsible for his/her animal(s) until tack out on Load-
Out Day. 

SUPREME CHAMPION EWE  

RESERVE SUPREME CHAMP EWE 

 

DIVISION SH300 – Purebred Ewes (registration papers 

required) 

DIVISION SH310 – Commercial Ewes 

 

Entries may be broken into breed groups if more than 4 

animals in any one breed have been entered. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Purebred: 
1st $30.00   2nd $25.00   3rd $20.00   4th $15.00   5th $10.00 
Commercial: 
1st $24.00   2nd $20.00   3rd $16.00   4th $12.00   5th $0.00 
CHAMPION EWE * RESERVE CHAMPION EWE 

 

CLASS: ENTRY FEE $10.00             Date of Lambing 

EWES 

025. Aged Ewe; (DIV SH310 only)  On or before 8/31/2024 

030. Yearling Ewe  09/01/2024 – 8/31/2025 

035. Fall Ewe Lamb  09/01/2025 - 12/31/2025 

040. Spring Ewe Lamb  01/01/2026 - 6/30/2026 

 

Club/Chapter Groups will be called to the ring during 

the show. 
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Junior Swine 
James Bricker, Market & Breeding Swine 

Division Lead 
 

Market Hog Division Rules 
 

1. NO ARTIFICIAL COLORING will be allowed on swine. Any 
skin conditioning or color enhancing products used prior to 
the fair must be completely washed off and must not rub 
off on clothing or other animals at our fair. 
 

2. All breeds judged together. No separate gilt or barrow 
classes. 
 

3. Hog show implements may not be used to harm the 
animal. Any abuse of the animal will be cause for 
disqualification. 
 

4. Overweight animals are not eligible for market classes and 
MAY NOT move to the Open Carcass Division. The animal 
must go home on Weigh-In Day. Top weight is 285 
pounds. All underweight animals will show in lightweight 
class. Underweight animals will not be sold in Junior 
Livestock Auction, but may move to the Open Carcass 
Contest if their weight is in the carcass weight range. 
 

5. Declaration of medication form must be submitted at the 
scale. 
 

6. Pictures will be taken on auction day. 
 

7. See Natural Fed Market Animal Division for requirements 
for Natural Fed entries. 

 
8. Extended area entries limited by drawing. No waiting list. 

See Market Animal Rules. 
 

9. Our processor has requested that hog hair must be at 
least ½ inch in length. 
 

10. After weighing, market hogs may be divided into weight 
lots within the 210 to 285 pound limits desired by the 
Livestock Committee for convenience in judging. All 
underweight animals may show in feeder class (not 
eligible for premiums) and will not be sold in Junior 
Livestock Auction. To select Champion and Reserve 
Champion for Auction purposes each weight lot will also 
be judged by the American System. 
 

11. California Prop 12 applies to all market hogs born after 

January 1, 2023. See website for details. 

GRAND CHAMPION * RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 

4-H CHAMPION * 4-H RESERVE CHAMPION 

FFA CHAMPION * FFA RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division SW010- 4-H Market Hog 

Division SW020- FFA Market Hog 

Do not enter more than one market hog. 

 

Class:  Entry Fee - $10 

010.    One Market Hog, 210 to 285 pounds 

 

Division SW110 - Bred & Fed Market Hog 

• Class breakdown to be determined by number of animals 
entered. 

• Animal must be entered in market class. 
• Exhibitor must own the sow, farrow out the sow and raise 

pig to market weight. 
• Exhibitors must upload the Bred and Fed form (found at 

the back of this entry guide) in place of the Bill of Sale. 
• Bred and Fed entries will be judged after the completion 

of the Market Shows. 4-H, FFA, Grange and independent 
entries will be judged together. 

CHAMPION * RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

Check the “Bred and Fed” switch on the Online Entry 

Page for Market Hogs 

 

Division SW120 - Natural Fed Market Hog 

• Animals must be entered in market class. 
• Entries must conform to Natural Fed rules Division of this 

entry guide. 

CHAMPION * RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

Check the “Natural Fed” switch on the Online Entry 

Page for Market Hogs 

 

Club/Chapter Groups will be called to the ring during 

the show. 

 

Swine Showmanship 
Mandatory. Exhibitor may use market, breeding or feeder 

animal. 

 

Division SW010-4-H Showmanship Swine 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

140.    4-H Novice 

150.    4-H Junior 

160.    4-H Senior 

 

Division SW020-FFA Showmanship Swine 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

110.    FFA Novice 

120.    FFA Senior/Advanced 

 

Breeding Swine Division Rules 
Registered Purebred Breeding Animals 

1. Registered Swine breeds must be from recognized Breed 
Associations. Registration papers must be in exhibitors 
name. 
 

2. Non-registered animals can enter Crossbred classes. 
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3. Gilts, Junior Yearlings or older (farrowed Jan. 1, 2025 to 
Aug. 31, 2025) must have raised a litter of pigs or be in 
pig, to be eligible for entry. 

 
4. Gilts entered in the market classes may not be entered in 

the breeding classes and vice versa. 
 

5. Use Description Field to enter ear notch or other 
identifying information in the online system. 

 

Unregistered Purebred & Crossbred Females 

1. A permanent ear tag or tattoo number or ear notching is 
required and must be shown in Description field. 
 

2. Animals, which have been registered by a purebred 
association, cannot be entered in this division. 
 

3. Animals must be owned a minimum of 60 days before fair 
to be eligible for entry. 

 
4. American System of Judging. 

CHAMPION GILT * RESERVE CHAMPION GILT 

 

Division SW300-Purebred Gilts 

Division SW310-Commercial Gilts 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $30.00   2nd $25.00   3rd $20.00   4th $15.00   5th $10.00 
 

CLASS: ENTRY FEE $10.00               Date of Farrowing 

010. Young Sow   1st or 2nd parity 

020. Fall Pig/Jr Yearling 01/01/2025—12/31/2025 

030. January Pig       January 2026 

040. February Pig     February 2026 

050. March Pig         March 2026 

060. April Pig            April 2026 

 

 

 

NOTE: 

Hog waterers are required for market, breeding and 

carcass hogs and must be placed at the back of the hog 

pens, away from walkways. Waterers must remain in 

place until Monday after the fair ends. Make sure your 

waterer is clearly labeled with your name and 

club/chapter. Shaving boards (1x6 preferred) must be 

removed during load-out. Failure to comply will result 

in banning from future Santa Cruz County Fairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Meat Goats 
Diana Hoover, Market & Breeding Meat 

Goat Division Lead 
 

Market Goat Division Rules 
1. Market animals must be groomed and bathed and arrive in 

show condition. No body clipping at the Fair. 
 

2. All market goats much have a scrapie tag - tattoos 
will not be accepted.  See Exhibitor Checklist. 
 

3. Although there is no maximum weight, auction payment 
will be adjusted to 105 pounds maximum sale weight. 
Goats will be weighed with halters. 
 

4. NO FORCE FEEDING OR WATERING. 
 

5. NO ARTIFICIAL COLORING of body of animal will be 
allowed. Hooves may be polished or blackened. Infraction 
of this rule will result in disqualification. 
 

6. WETHERS and DOES, any breed or crossbred goat less 
than 12 months of age showing kid teeth. All breeds 
judged together. Goats must be disbudded or dehorned, 
no horns will be allowed. 
 

7. Market Goats must remain in assigned pens. 
 

8. Extended area entries limited by drawing. See Market 
Animal Rules. 
 

9. Any goat that shows active fungus at any time while on 
the fairgrounds must be removed by the exhibitor 
immediately. The exhibitor is responsible for his/her 
animal(s) until load-out on Load-Out Day. 
 

10. See Natural Fed Market Animal Division for requirements 
for Natural Fed entries. 
 

11. After weighing, market goats may be divided into weight 
breaks for convenience in judging. 
 

12. All underweight animals will show in lightweight class. 
Underweight animals will not be sold in Junior Livestock 
Auction, but may move to the Open Carcass Contest. 

GRAND CHAMPION * RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 

4-H CHAMPION * 4-H RESERVE  CHAMPION 

FFA CHAMPION * FFA RESERVE  CHAMPION 

 

DIVISION: MG010-4-H Market Goat 

DIVISION: MG020-FFA Market Goat 

4-H CHAMPION * 4-H RESERVE CHAMPION 

FFA CHAMPION * FFA RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $10 

010.   One Market Goat, 60 pounds and over 
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DIVISION: MG110-Bred & Fed Market Goat 

• Animals must be entered in market or market feeder 
classes. 

• Exhibitor must own the doe at kidding, kid out the doe, 
and raise goat to market weight. 

• Bred and Fed entries will be judged after the completion 
of the Market Shows. 4-H, FFA, Grange and independent 
entries will be judged together. 

• Exhibitors must upload the Bred and Fed form (found at 
the back of this entry guide) in place of the Bill of Sale. 

CHAMPION * RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

Check the “Bred and Fed” switch on the Online Entry 

Page for Market Goats. 

 

DIVISION: MG120–Natural Fed Market Goat 

• Animals must be entered in market class. 
• Entries must conform to Natural Fed rules Division of this 

entry guide. 

CHAMPION * RESERVE CHAMPION 

 

Check the “Natural Fed” switch on the Online Entry 

Page for Market Goats. 

 

Club/Chapter Groups will be called to the ring during 

the show. 

 

Junior Meat Goats-Purebred and 

Commercial Meat Does 
1. Entries in these divisions will be doe goats that are used 

to produce meat-quality kids. 
 

2. Animals must be owned by exhibitor pursuant to State 
rules. 
 

3. Commercial doe animals must have either an official 
Scrapie tag or must be appropriately tattooed.  ID must 
be provided on entry. 
 

4. All does must be able to be led and handled in the show 
ring. 
 

5. Animal must be groomed and bathed and arrive in show 
condition. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $24.00   2nd $20.00   3rd $16.00   4th $12.00   5th $10.00 

SUPREME CHAMPION DOE  

 

Division MG300 -Purebred Does (registration papers 

required) 

Division MG310—Commercial Does 

CHAMPION DOE * RESERVE CHAMPION DOE 

 

CLASS: ENTRY FEE $10.00 

010.   Kid             01/01/2026 – 7/31/2026 

020.   Yearling      Born in 2025 

030.   Two years old and older Born prior to 1/01/2025 

Market Goat Showmanship 
Mandatory. Exhibitor may use market, breeding or feeder 

animal. 

 

DIVISION MG010-4-H Showmanship Mkt Goats 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

140.    4-H Novice 

150.    4-H Junior 

160.    4-H Senior 

 

DIVISION MG020-FFA Showmanship Mkt Goats 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

110.   FFA Novice 

120.   FFA Senior/Advanced 

 

 

 

Junior Dairy Goats 
Christa Jennings, Division Lead 

 

REGISTERED PUREBRED BREEDING ANIMALS 

AREA: All 4-H Clubs, FFA Chapters and independent exhibitors 

located in the State of California. Limited to first 250 animals 

(refer to General Livestock rules). 

 

DIVISION RULES 

1. This is an official ADGA show and their rules shall govern 
provided they do not conflict with State rules. 
 

2. ALL ANIMALS WILL BE VET CHECKED ON ARRIVAL AND 
BEFORE BEING PLACED IN ASSIGNED PENS. 
 

3. Any animal with abscesses in any condition or any other 
contagious disease MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE 
FAIRGROUNDS IMMEDIATELY. 
 

4. Animals must arrive clean, body clipped and in show 
condition. 
 

5. Purebred animals must have a “Certificate of Registry” 
(Blue border) issued by the American Dairy Goat 
Association to be eligible. 
 

6. Recorded Grade animals must have a “Certificate of 
Recordation” (Brown Border) issued by ADGA to be 
eligible. Experimentals, grades, native on appearance and 
native on performance animals may all be shown as long 
as they have a “Certificate of Recordation.” 
 

7. Nigerian Dwarf Goats registered with the Nigerian Dwarf 
Association must ALSO be registered by ADGA. The Fair 
will provide standard metal goat pens. Exhibitors are 
responsible for bringing any additional penning materials 
they deem necessary for the security of their animals, 
e.g., netting. 
 

8. Original certificates with the name of the exhibitor printed 
as owner are required. Signed transfers are not 
acceptable. For does under 6 months of age, a stamped 
duplicate is acceptable only if faxed directly from ADGA to 
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the Fair Office before the end of check-in time. The office 
fax number is (831) 761-5827. Certificates may not be 
faxed for older animals. 

 
9. A permanent tattooed ID is required. Make sure the tattoo 

matches the registration papers for your animal before the 
fair. 
 

10. The base date for computing the age of the animal is 
September 17, 2026. 
 

11. Junior and senior doe shows are not separately 
sanctioned. 
 

12. Breeds will show in the following order: 
AOP, Registered Nigerian Dwarf, Recorded Grades, La 

Mancha. Show order is NOT subject to change. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS, class 10-45 

1st $30.00   2nd $25.00   3rd $20.00   4th $15.00   5th $10.00 

BEST DOE IN SHOW * BEST UDDER IN SHOW 

 

Division DG020 – Recorded Grades 

Division DG030 – La Mancha 

Division DG040 – AOP (Alpine, Nubian, Oberhasli, Saanen, 

Sable, Toggenburg) 

Division DG050 – Registered Nigerian Dwarf 

Junior Champion * Senior Champion 

Best of Breed * Best Udder 

(per division) 

 

CLASS:  ENTRY FEE $10.00            Date of Kidding 

05. Wet Navel Kids (no fee)            After 7/31/2026 

10. Junior kids              04/16/2026- 7/31/2026 

15. Intermediate kids           03/01/2026 - 04/15/2026 

20. Senior Kids           01/01/2026 - 02/28/2026 

25. Yearlings not in milk                Born in 2025 

30. Yearling Milker                             Born in 2025 

35. Two years – under 3 yrs                Born in 2024 

40. Three years—under 5 yrs     Born in 2022 or 2023 

45. Five years and over Born before 01/01/2022 

 

Groups 

All owned by one exhibitor and entered as individuals. 

Ribbons—1st through 3rd Place 

 

CLASS: NO ENTRY FEE 

100.   DAM & DAUGHTER: Dam and her daughter, any age. 
One entry by same dam per exhibitor. Indicate registration 
number of Dam on entry. 

110.   JUNIOR GET OF SIRE: Three does sired by same buck. 
Senior yearling not in milk, or younger. One entry by same 
buck per exhibitor. Indicate registration number of Sire on 
entry. Bred by exhibitor. 

120.   GET OF SIRE: Three does sired by same buck, at least 
one to be a yearling or older in milk. One entry by same 
buck per exhibitor. Indicate registration number of Sire on 
entry. 

Club/Chapter Groups will be called to the ring during 

the show. 

Dairy Goat Showmanship 
Mandatory. See general rules. 

 

Division DG010-4-H Showmanship Dairy Goat 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

130.    4-H Primary (Registered Nigerian Dwarfs only)  

          participation only, not judged 

140.    4-H Novice 

150.    4-H Junior 

160.    4-H Senior 

 

Division DG020-FFA Showmanship Dairy Goat 

Class: – No Entry Fee 

110.    FFA Novice 

120.    FFA Senior/Advanced 

 

Contests - Sign-Ups During Fair 

• Best Dressed Goat & Lamb Contest* 
Held Sunday in Main Arena area – see Livestock Schedule 
for time. No pre-entry required. Categories to be 
announced. 

• Dairy Goat Fitting Contest* 
• Milk Production Contest 

Official ADGA milking competition rules shall be followed 
as long as they do not conflict with any of the Fair’s rules. 
Separate classes for standard size does and Nigerian 
Dwarf does. 

 

Milking Competition Schedule 

Preliminary milk-out –  

 Fair Tuesday morning, 7:00 a.m. 

1st Milk weighing and testing session – 

 Fair Tuesday evening, 7:00 p.m. 

2nd Milk weighing and testing session – 

 Fair Wednesday morning, 7:00 a.m. 

*May not be offered in same year. Dependent on interest and 

number of entries. 

 

DAIRY GOAT YOUTH AWARD 
 

A Belt Buckle will be awarded to the dairy goat exhibitor who 

best exemplifies the Dairy Goat Industry. 

 

Division DG600 – Dairy Goat Youth Award - Class 100 

 

Enter by the Entry Deadline. This will show your intent 

to submit the application and essay by the due date. 

Complete the entry form available on the Livestock 

Webpage at 

https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/livestock. 

Submit the completed form, along with a one-page essay 

describing yourself and your Dairy Goat Project, by the end of 

check-in on Check-In Day. Limited to youths 9 to 19 years of 

age. Award will be given to the youth that best represents 

Dairy Goats during the Santa Cruz County Fair. In order to be 

fair to all exhibitors, previous winners of this award are not 

eligible to compete. A minimum score of 80 points will be 

required. 
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100 points total as follows: 

 

25 Points Possible for PUBLIC IMAGE as shown by proper 

preparation or grooming of animals, cleanliness of 

exhibitor; and proper condition and health of animals. 

 

25 Points Possible for CLEANLINESS as indicated by the 

Clean Stall (competition) score card. Includes cleanliness of 

animal and exhibitor. 

 

15 Points* Possible for KNOWLEDGE, as conveyed to the 

public. Winners will answer questions politely, present a 

positive view of dairy goats, and inform the public factually 

with information on breed characteristics, milk production 

and husbandry. 

 

15 Points Possible for DISPLAY. Posters, pictures, charts, 

articles, clippings or by any method of educating the public 

in a pleasing manner. 

 

10 Points* Possible for ENTHUSIASM or ATTITUDE, which 

will include enjoyment of the project and love of Dairy 

Goats. 

 

5 Points Possible for SHOWMANSHIP, based on placing of 

that individual in whatever level he or she enters; 5 points 

for first place, 4 for second, and so on. 

 

5 Points Possible for CLASS PLACING: 5 points for first place, 

4 for second and so on. The average of the youngster's 

animals' placing will be used to achieve the owner's score. 

(group placing, championships, etc. not counted) 

* These categories to be scored after talking to ALL 

contestants. 

WINNERS IN THE ABOVE AREAS WILL BE DETERMINED IN 

THREE CATEGORIES OF SCOPE, as semi-finalists: 

1) Youngsters owning fewer than five animals, 

2) those with five to ten animals, 

3) those with more than ten. 

 

This is done so that the handicap of caring for different size 

herds can be overcome. 

 

The three semi-finalists who wish to be considered for the 

award must be available for interviews after the Junior Show. 

The interview will cover: Individual goals; size and scope of 

project; knowledge of costs and income for the project; prior 

awards or recognition; participation in the decision of the 

project (the why, how, where and when); history of his or her 

project; any failures or mistakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Stall/Herdsmanship Contest 
 

The Clean Stall/Herdsmanship Contest will recognize club and 

chapter livestock exhibits that ensure the well-being of the 

animals, are neat and attractive, provide information that is 

interesting or educational about the species, and promote FFA 

and 4-H programs to the public. 

 

Educational Displays that are entered in the fair may be 

displayed above pens after they have been judged. See 

Educational Display division. 

 

All clubs/chapters will be entered in the contest and will be 

judged according to scorecard that will be displayed at the fair. 

Independent exhibitor groups will be judged with 4-H clubs. 

 

Pens will be inspected after 9AM and 5PM, Tuesday through 
Saturday, and after 9AM on Sunday. Pens will not be judged 
the morning of the species show. It is not required to have any 
club/chapter member present during inspection. 
 
Daily total points will be posted outside Livestock Office. 
Overall winners for each species will be awarded prizes at the 
Awards Ceremony on Load-Out Day. In the event of a tie for 
overall species winners, Sunday’s score will serve as a 
tiebreaker. Species winners must turn in thank you letters by 
noon on Sunday or forfeit the award to the runners-up. 
 
Herdsmanship duties are the responsibility of exhibitors rather 
than leaders and parents. Leaders and parents may supervise 
and provide minimal assistance in the interest of safety from 
outside of pens and stalls, but exhibitors are encouraged to do 
duties they are capable of doing. Points will not be awarded if 
the parents/leaders perform the work. 
 
Area of responsibility will extend to all alleys surrounding each 
exhibit. Exhibitors are responsible for keeping the area from 
animal’s pen to a perimeter fence or from the pen to the 
middle of a large central aisle kept clean. 
 
Judging Criteria: Animal cleanliness, comfort; animal fed and 
watered properly; stall clean and unobstructed; aisle-tack 
clean, unobstructed; stall/exhibitor cards displayed; 
educational display that is large enough to attract public’s 
attention – 20 x 30 inches minimum. Each criterion is worth 5 
points. See General Rule #12 for stall cards and Educational 
Display division. 
 
No entry required. No entry fee. 
 

Areas Judged: 

FFA Beef    4-H Swine 

FFA Sheep   4-H Market Goats 

FFA Swine   Dairy Goats 

FFA Market Goats   Dairy Cattle 

4-H Beef    4-H Sheep 
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Open Livestock Judging Contest 
 

Fair Friday – Livestock Arena 

Registration: 5:00 – 5:30 PM 

Contest Begins: 6:00 PM 

 

1. Open to all, regardless of club/chapter affiliation. Junior 
participants must be under 18 years of age. 4-H and FFA 
participants must be currently enrolled in a 4-H or FFA 
program, but need not be an exhibitor at the fair. 
 

2. A team consists of three (3) members from the same 4-H 
Club or FFA Chapter. You MUST NAME YOUR TEAM. 
 

3. Members may enter as individuals and will not be eligible 
for Team Awards. Individuals will be added to teams 
named “Individual x” for ease of data entry. 
 

4. The three top individuals of 4-H Clubs, 4-H Leaders, FFA 
Chapters, or FFA Advisors from one (1) club / chapter may 
compete for the team award. 
 

5. Any contestant who confers with another individual 
without authorization while the contest is in progress, shall 
be immediately barred from the contest by the individual 
in charge. 
 

6. All contestants will be graded as follows: Correct placing 
will be 50 points in each class. 
 

7. If the highest-ranking teams in judging of stock are tied in 
total points the team, so tied with the highest-ranking 
contestants in judging all Divisions shall be designated as 
the winning team of the contest. If the highest-ranking 
individuals of the highest-ranking teams are tied, the 
teams so tied that has the next highest-ranking individuals 
shall be designated as the winning team, and so on until 
the tie is broken. The same system shall be applied to 
teams that may be tied in judging the different kinds of 
livestock by ascertaining the team that has the highest-
ranking individuals. Individual competition ties to be 
broken by a weight-guessing contest. 
 

8. No entry fee. 
 

AWARDS: 

* High Individual - Junior Open    * FFA Team 

* High Individual - Adult Open    * 4-H Team 

* High Individual – FFA  * High Individual - 4-H 

Ribbons to third place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Livestock  

Educational Displays 
Elaine Kennedy, Coordinator 

 

All exhibits will be received at the Livestock Office on Saturday, 

Sept. 12 and Sunday, Sept. 13 ,10am - 2pm 

 

Rules and Information 
1. Open to Residents of Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, 

Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties. 
2. Livestock educational displays provide individuals and 

clubs/chapters an opportunity to acquaint the public with 
information about beef, sheep, swine, goats (dairy, 
market, breeding), dairy cattle, rabbits, sheep, swine and 
poultry. Content for entries in miscellaneous class will 
pertain to areas of livestock animal science or husbandry 
not represented by another class. 

3. These are to be individual or club/chapter exhibits and 
may be part of a Clean Pen display. Once judged, the 
exhibitor may hang their display over their pen as 
appropriate. 

4. All entries in this Division must have been produced within 
one year of the opening of the Fair. Entries may not have 
been previously exhibited at the Santa Cruz County Fair. 

5. Entries limited to 1 per individual, 4-H Club or FFA Chapter 
per species.  An individual participating in 4-H Club or FFA 
Chapter entry may also enter an individual exhibit. 

6. Displays must be designed and constructed by 
organization members. Instructors or leaders may 
supervise only. 

7. Exhibits may consist of signs, mechanical displays or 
interactive boards. 

8. If text, graphs or charts on the display are taken directly 

from the internet or other sources (cut and paste), the 
original source must be cited on the display to avoid 
disqualification. 

9. Signs are not to be larger than 4'x4', with information on 
one side. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT PAPER AND 
CARDBOARD POSTERS BE LAMINATED. YOUR POSTERS 
MAY BE DISPLAYED OUTSIDE OR IN THE BARNS. 

10. All combustible materials must be fire retardant. All 
exhibits must meet safety requirements. 

11. Three-dimensional displays will be allowed provided they 
are free standing, no more than 40 lbs., weather resistant, 
do not exceed 4’X4’X4’ and can be safely displayed to the 
public. Any displays that do not meet these standards may 
be disqualified at the discretion of the Ed Display 
Coordinator. 

12. 4-H or FFA entries may place club/chapter name along 
bottom of exhibit. Letters should be no taller than 3 
inches. Individual entries may have name and age in the 
lower right hand corner. Maximum space for name and 
age to be 4"x6". 

13. Judges shall insist upon a high quality of products and 
materials used in the exhibits. 

14. Judging will take place on Sunday prior to fair, after 2pm. 
Pick up judged displays on Check-In Day, 3:30 to 7:00pm. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $30.00   2nd $25.00   3rd $20.00   4th $15.00   5th $10.00 
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DIVISION ED010: 4-H/FFA CLUBS/CHAPTERS 

DIVISION ED020: 4-H JUNIOR & INDEPENDENT 

INDIVIDUAL 

• Exhibitor ages 9 to 13 years old on January 1, 2026 
DIVISION ED030: 4-H/FFA SENIOR & INDEPENDENT 

INDIVIDUAL 

• Exhibitor age 14 to 19 years old on January 1, 2026 
 

CLASS: ENTRY FEE $5.00 

10. Beef 
20. Sheep 
30. Swine 
40. Goat 
50. Dairy Cattle 
60. Rabbits 
70. Poultry (posters will be displayed in Poultry Barn) 
80. Miscellaneous Livestock Information 
 

SCORECARD FOR EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY 

30 Conveys Message: accomplishes purpose 

20 Attracts Attention: stopping power 

20 Holds interest: encourages study 

10 Suitable Subject: timely, personal 

10 General Appearance: simple, balanced, orderly 

10 Workmanship: neat, well constructed 

100 Total Points 

 

Danish Judging – Each entry judged using scorecard -not 

judged against each other entry: 

   90-100 points – 1st place 

   80-89 points – 2nd place 

   70-79 points – 3rd place 

   60-69 points – 4th place 

   59 or fewer points – 5th place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Open Carcass Contests 
Sponsored by Freedom Meat Lockers 

Rob and Stacy Amirsehhi, Contest 

Coordinators 
 

Contest Rules 
Open to Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, Santa Clara and 

San Mateo County residents. 

1. Small animal contests are limited to 15 entries, beef 
contest limited to 5 entries, accepted on a first-come time-
dated basis. Entries from Santa Cruz County will be 
accepted first. Entries from all other counties will be 
accepted up to entry limit. 
 

2. Exhibitor must be at least 9 years of age by January 1, 
2026. 
 

3. Photos will be taken on show day. 
 

4. Exhibitors must show their own animals. Exemptions may 
be requested via email to Livestock Superintendent. 
 

5. Exhibitor must own their entries. Beef entries must be 
owned at least 120 days to the opening of the fair. Lamb, 
hog and goat entries must be owned 60 days prior to the 
opening of the Fair. Proof of ownership must be presented 
at the time of weigh-in. 
 

6. Only one entry per person per species. 
 

7. Animals must arrive in show condition. 
 

8. Sheep and goats must have scrapie tags – NO 

EXCEPTIONS. 
 

9. All carcass animals must remain in assigned stall area. 
 

10. Carcass animals must be properly cared for and stalls 
must be kept clean during the entire length of the Fair. 
Stalls must be cleaned each day and the work must be 
completed by 8:00 AM. 
 

11. The carcass will remain the property of the exhibitor. The 
carcass will be delivered to Freedom Meat Lockers after 
the contest. Cut and wrap costs to be paid by owner. 
 

12. The Open Carcass Champion will be selected using 
combined results from Live & Carcass Judging.  Live 
Judging will count 20% and Carcass Judging will count 
80% toward the overall combined ranking to determine 
the Open Carcass Champion. 
 

13. Ribbons will be awarded to the top 5 entries. A trophy belt 
buckle will be awarded to the champion. A minimum of 5 
entries per species (2 for beef) are required to pay 
premiums to the top three entries. Animals whose weight 
is outside the species limits are not eligible for awards or 
premiums. Underweight animals moving to carcass from 
market classes are not eligible for awards or premiums. 
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14. Any carcass that has undergone an excessive amount of 
trimming or has parts removed during slaughter or one 
that is condemned by USDA meat inspection will be 

disqualified. Any cryptorchids or rams/bucks/boars/bulls 
will not be accepted. Animals found with cryptorchidism 
(and/or PSE in hogs) will not be eligible for awards. 
 

15. Market beef, goats, lambs or hogs that do not meet the 
weight requirements of the appropriate division at the 
time of weigh-in may enter but not place in the Open 
Carcass Contest provided they meet the weight 
requirements for the carcass Division and the Division 
entry limit has not been reached. Original entry fees will 
be forfeited and the entry fees listed below will be due 
and payable on Tuesday, September 15, 2026, in the Main 
Fair Office. 
 

16. See species-specific rules below. 
 

17. State Rule VIII.17 will be enforced. No animal may be 
entered in more than one Division in Junior Livestock 
unless provided for in the specifications of the division. 
However, market or feeder animals may be entered in 
both Divisions for individual and pens of market or feeder 
animals. 
 

18. Carcass exhibitors are responsible for all bedding. 
 

19. A carcass entry may be randomly selected for USDA 
testing at the processor. If this happens, the carcass will 
be delayed in being returned to Freedom Meat Lockers, 
causing it to be disqualified from the contest. A portion of 
the entry fee may be returned to the exhibitor. 

 

ENTRY FEES 
 

Beef: $350 

Hogs, Lambs & Goats: $150 

Includes Exhibitor Wristband 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER SPECIES: 

1st – Buckle and percentage of award pool 

2nd through 3rd - percentage of award pool 

1st through 5th – Rosettes 

 

NOTE: 

Hog waterers are required and must be placed at the 

back of the hog pens, away from walkways. Waterers 

must remain in place until Monday after the fair ends. 

Make sure your waterer is clearly labeled with your 

name and phone number. Shaving boards (1x6 

preferred) must be removed during load-out. Failure to 

comply will result in banning from future Santa Cruz 

County Fairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION CC010 – OPEN CARCASS BEEF 

• Brand inspection and bill of sale or other proof of 
ownership must be presented at scale before weighing at 

Fair. A Yellow Transportation slip must accompany all 
cattle. 

• Minimum live weight is 1000 pounds. 
• Exhibitors must be present to assist in loading of cattle for 

hauling to processing plant. 
• Wild steers will not be permitted. Cattle must be halter-

broken and shown by owner. 
CLASS 10: Beef - Minimum 1000 Pounds 

1. Cattle will be shown and judged on conformation, finish, 
muscling, and estimated USDA Yield and Quality Grades. 

 

Open Beef Carcass Judging 

• Carcasses will be judged for USDA Quality and Yield 
Grades. Yield Grade is converted to an estimate of Percent 
Boneless Retail Cuts, which is used as the Carcass Index, 
and adjusted for Quality Grade and carcass weight. The 

Index then ranks the carcasses. 
• Carcasses must be "A" maturity and grade Select + or 

better to qualify. 
 

DIVISION CC020 - OPEN LAMB CARCASS 

• Minimum live weight for lambs is 90 lbs., no maximum 
weight. 

• Lambs must be shorn one (1) week prior to the Fair and 
MUST ARRIVE AT THE FAIR IN SHOW CONDITION. 

• The contest will be limited to wether or ewe lambs less 
than 12 months old. 

• Scrapie tag required. See Exhibitor Checklist. 
 

CLASS 10: Lambs – Minimum 90 Pounds 

1. Lambs will be shown and judged on conformation, finish, 
muscling, and estimated Quality and Yield Grades. 

 

Open Lamb Carcass Judging 

• Carcass evaluation will include USDA Quality and Yield 
Grade, Adjusted Back fat thickness, and Ribeye area. 

• Final carcass placing will be based on USDA Yield index, 
after conversion to percent retail cuts and adjusting for 
Ribeye area. 

• Lambs must grade USDA Quality Grade of Choice Minus 
(Ch-) or better to qualify. 

 

DIVISION CC030 – OPEN SWINE CARCASS 

• Hogs with a live weight of 200– 285 pounds will be eligible 
to compete. 

• No animals weighing above 285 pounds will be allowed. 
• Hog hair must be at least ½ inch in length. 
 

CLASS 10: Hogs - 200-285 Pounds 

1. Swine will be shown and judged on conformation, finish, 
muscling, and estimated USDA Yield and Quality Grades. 

2. After weighing, carcass hogs may be divided into weight 
classes for judging. Possible weight classes include: 210-
240 pounds, 241-285 pounds, etc. 
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Open Swine Carcass Judging 

• Carcasses will be judged for USDA Quality and Yield 
Grades. 

• Essential carcass traits: 
• Loin eye 4.5 - maximum back fat 1.5 at 10th rib fat depth 
• Muscle color and marbling score to average 2.0-4.0 
• Minimum Carcass Weight is equal to or greater than 70% 

of bottom weight for class. 
• 200-240 pounds = 140 pounds 
• 241-285 pounds = 169 pounds 
• Maximum Carcass Weight is equal to or less than 70% of 

top weight for class. 
• 200-240 pounds = 168 pounds 
• 241-285 pounds = 200 pounds 
• Must have acceptable belly score 
 

DIVISION CC040 – OPEN GOAT CARCASS 

• Minimum live weight of 60 pounds, no maximum. 
• The contest will be limited to wether or doe goats, any 

breed or crossbreed less than 12 months of age showing 
kid teeth and must be disbudded or dehorned. 

• Carcass contest animals need not be shaved. 
• Scrapie tag required. See Exhibitor Checklist. 
CLASS 10:  Goats – Minimum 60 Pounds 

1. Goats will be shown and judged on conformation, finish, 
muscling, and estimated Quality and Yield Grades. 

 

Open Goat Carcass Judging 

• Carcass evaluation will include Quality, Yield, rib-eye area 
and leg score.  

• Final carcass placing will be based on USDA Yield index, 
after conversion to percent retail cuts and adjusting for 
Ribeye area. 

• Goats must grade USDA Quality Grade of Choice Minus 
(Ch-) or better to qualify. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Open and Junior Poultry 
santacruzlivestockcommittee@gmail.com 

 

Eligibility 

Open to all residents of Santa 
Cruz, Santa Clara, San Mateo, 
San Benito and Monterey 
Counties. 

Age FIVE (5) and older on Jan. 
1, 2026. 

Entry Deadline 
August 27, 2026 (ONLINE 
ONLY) 

Entry Fees 

$5.00 per show bird  
$10.00 per meat pen 
$2.00 egg judging/decorated 
egg contest 

                                  Receiving Dates  

POSTERS, DISPLAYS 
Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, 
8am - 8:30am. 
Location TBD.   

COOP IN, Eggs 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2026  
4pm - 7pm   

Check-In 
Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, 
8am - 8:30 am 

                                    Judging Dates  

Poultry Show & Egg Judging 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2026, 
9am 

Showmanship Friday, Sept. 18, 2026 at 3 pm 

SHOWMANSHIP CLASS AGE 
DATE 

Age as of Jan. 1, 2026 

Release Date 

(COOP OUT): Sunday, Sept. 20, 
2026, 6pm – 8pm. 
ALL BIRDS MUST BE REMOVED 
BY 8pm. 

System of Judging American 

 

*SPECIAL NOTICE: Because of California State Poultry 

Health Regulations, all birds entered in the Fair must 

first pass through a certified poultry health inspection 

before being placed in their show cages. A special 

inspection site will be placed on the fairgrounds and 

birds must pass through this station before entering 

poultry building. Coop-in times have been extended in 

order to ease the inspection process. A notice will be 

sent to each exhibitor entered in show, giving location 

of inspection station. Thank you for your patience. 

 

Poultry Rules 

Exhibitors ages 5 to 8 on January 1, 2026 must enter 

Primary Classes. Primary exhibitors are not eligible for 

premiums or to sell meat pens at auction. 

1. ENTRY FEES: See chart above. No entry fees for 
showmanship. 
 

2. ENTRIES: Goose and Turkey classes are limited by space. 
The number of total entries may need to be limited. 
Please check with the Division Lead. If there are more 
geese/turkeys than space allows, pen space will be 
allocated by entry date. Entries not receiving pen space 
will be notified and entry fees will be refunded. 
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3. LEG BANDS: All birds must have numbered leg bands that 
correspond to entry forms. Leg bands may be ordered 
through local feed and poultry supply stores. 

4. COOP IN/COOP OUT: Birds must be cooped in on 
Tuesday evening, September 15, 2026, from 4 PM until 7 
PM. ALL BIRDS, except those eliminated for health 
reasons, shall remain on exhibit until coop out at 6 PM on 
Sunday, September 20, 2026. All birds must be removed 
by 8 PM on the last day of the Fair. No carrying cages or 
supplies may be stored in the show room. 
 

5. JUDGING: Judging will begin at 9 AM on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2026. All standard bred poultry will be 
judged by comparison to the latest edition of the 
"STANDARD OF PERFECTION" AND "BANTAM 
STANDARD". All commercial utility fowl will be judged on 
condition and suitability to utility. Please be sure to enter 
standard bred birds according to the appropriate standard. 
 

6. EGGS: All eggs laid during the Fair will become the 
property of the Fair. 
 

7. DISEASED BIRDS: Birds showing evidence of infection or 
contagious disease, lice or mites shall be removed from 
the showroom. 
 

8. FEEDING: All poultry is fed and watered throughout the 
Fair by Poultry volunteers. 
 

9. RISKS: All exhibits are entered at the owner's risk. The 
14th District Agricultural Association will not be 
responsible for loss by fire, accident, theft or providential 
destruction. Every precaution will be taken to eliminate 
danger and mistakes in handling and return of stock. 
 

10. CLEAN UP: The Show Committee would appreciate 
assistance in cleanup after the show. 

 

DDeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  CCllaasssseess  --  11  YYeeaarr  OOlldd  aanndd  OOvveerr  
LLaarrggee  CChhiicckkeennss  &&  BBaannttaammss::              CCoocckk  &&  HHeenn  

DDuucckkss::              OOlldd  DDrraakkee  &&  OOlldd  DDuucckk  

GGeeeessee::        OOlldd  GGaannddeerr  &&  OOlldd  GGoooossee  

TTuurrkkeeyyss::            AAdduulltt  TToomm  &&  AAdduulltt  HHeenn  

GGuuiinneeaa  FFoowwll::                                          CCoocckk  &&  HHeenn  

UUnnddeerr  11  YYeeaarr  OOlldd  
LLaarrggee  CChhiicckkeennss  &&  BBaannttaammss::                        CCoocckkeerreell  &&  PPuulllleett  

DDuucckkss::                      YYoouunngg  DDrraakkee  &&  YYoouunngg  DDuucckk  

GGeeeessee::              YYoouunngg  GGaannddeerr  &&  YYoouunngg  GGoooossee  

TTuurrkkeeyyss::                            YYoouunngg  TToomm  &&  YYoouunngg  HHeenn  

GGuuiinneeaa  FFoowwll::                          CCoocckkeerreell  &&  PPuulllleett  
 

ENTRIES/POULTRY CLASSES: All birds shall be entered in 

the correct Divisions and Classes, indicating Breed and Variety 

(color), except Commercial/Utility birds, which need not 

indicate Breed or Variety. 

PREMIUMS OFFERED 

Best of Show $50 

Reserve Best of Show $25 

Champion large land Fowl $20 

Reserve Large Land Fowl $10 

Champion Bantam Land Fowl $20.00 

RESERVE Bantam Land Fowl $10.00 

Champion Waterfowl $20.00 

Reserve Waterfowl $10.00 

*Primary exhibitors will receive ribbons only. 

 

Large Fowl (Chickens) Divisions 

PL010 - AMERICAN 

Includes: Plymouth Rock, Dominique, Wyandotte, Java, 

Rhode Island Red, Rhode Island White, Buckeye, 

Chantecler, Jersey Giant, Lamona, New Hampshire, 

Holland, and Delaware. 

PL011 - ASIATIC 

Includes: Brahma, Cochin, and Langshan 

PL012 - ENGLISH 

Includes: Dorking, Redcap, Cornish, Orpington, Sussex, and 

Australorp 

PL013 - MEDITERRANEAN 

Includes: Leghorn, Minorca, Spanish, Andalusian, Ancona, 

Sicilian Buttercup, and Catalana 

PL014 - CONTINENTAL 

Includes: Hamburg, Campine, Lakenvelder, Polish, Houdan, 

Crevecoeur, La Fleche, Faverolle, Barnevelder, Marans, and 

Welsummer 

PL015 - ALL OTHER STANDARD BREEDS 

Includes: Modern Game, Old English Game, Sumatra, 

Malay, Cubalaya, Phoenix, Yokohama, Aseel, Shamo, 

Sultan, Naked Neck, Araucana, and Ameraucana 

PL016 - NON STANDARD  

Includes Most Handsome, Most Beautiful. 

Not eligible for premiums. 

 

Bantam (Chickens) Divisions 

PL020 - MODERN GAME 

Includes: All varieties 

PL021 - AMERICAN AND OLD ENGLISH GAME 
Includes: All varieties 

PL022 - SINGLE COMB CLEAN LEGGED 
Includes: Ancona, Andalusian, Australorp, Campine, 
Catalana, Delaware, Dorking, Holland, Japanese, Java, 
Jersey Giant, Lakenvelder, Lamona, Leghorn, Minorca, 
Naked Neck, Nankin, New Hampshire, Orpington, Phoenix, 
Plymouth Rock, Rhode Island Red, Spanish, Sussex, 
Barnevelder, American Serama, and Welsummer 

PL023 - ROSE COMB CLEAN LEGGED 
Includes: Ancona, Antwerp Belgian, Dominique, Dorking, 
Hamburg, Leghorn, Minorca, Nankin, Redcap, Rhode Island 
Red, Rhode Island White, Rosecomb, Sebright, Wyandotte 

PL024 - ANY OTHER COMB CLEAN LEGGED 
Includes: Ameraucana, Araucana, Buckeye, Chantecler, 
Cornish, Crevecoeur, Cubalaya, Houdan, La Fleche, Malay, 
Polish, Shamo, Sicilian Buttercup, Sumatra, Yokohama 

PL025 - FEATHER LEGGED 
Includes: Booted, Brahma, Cochin, D’Uccle, Faverolle, 
Langshan, Silkie, Sultan 
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Class: Entry Fee - $5 
1. Cock 
2. Hen 

3. Cockerel 
4. Pullet 
 

Waterfowl Divisions 

PL030 - HEAVY DUCKS 

Includes: Pekin, Aylesbury, Rouen, Muscovy, Saxony, Silver 

Appleyard 

PL031 - MEDIUM DUCKS 

Includes: Cayuga, Crested, Swedish, Buff 

PL032 - LIGHT DUCKS 

Includes: Runner, Campbell, Magpie, Silver Welsh 

Harlequin 

PL033 - BANTAM DUCKS 

Includes: Call, East India, Mallard, Mandarin, Wood Duck 

 

Class: Entry Fee- $5 

1. Old Drake 
2. Old Duck 
3. Young Drake 
4. Young Duck 
 
PL034 - HEAVY GEESE 

Includes: Toulouse, Embden, African 
PL035 - MEDIUM GEESE 

Includes: Sebastopol, Pilgrim, American Buff, Saddleback 
Pomeranian 

PL036 - LIGHT GEESE 
Includes: Chinese, Tufted Roman, Canada, Egyptian 

 

Class: Entry Fee -$5  

1. Old Gander 
2. Old Goose 
3. Young Gander 
4. Young Goose 
 

Other Poultry Divisions 
 

PL040 - ALL STANDARD TURKEY BREEDS 

Includes: Bronze, Narragansett, White Holland, Black, Slate, 

Bourbon Red, Beltsville Small White, Royal-Palm 

Class: Entry Fee - $5 

1. Old Tom 
2. Old Hen 
3. Young Tom 
4. Young Hen 

 

PL050 – GUINEA FOWL 

Includes: Lavender, Pearl, White 
Class: Entry Fee - $5 

1. Cock 
2. Hen 
3. Cockerel 
4. Pullet 
 

 

 

PL060: UTILITY FOWL 
(BRED FOR THE PRODUCTION OF EGGS) 
Includes: “White-Egg” Layers, “Brown-Egg” Layers and 

“Any-Other-Color-Egg” Layers. FEMALE FOWL 

Class: Entry Fee - $5 

1. White Egg Layer 
2. Brown Egg Layer 
3. A-O-C Egg Layer 
 

Primary Class: No Entry Fee 

11. White Egg Layer – Primary 
12. Brown Egg Layer - Primary 
13. A-O-C Egg Layer - Primary 
 

PL070 - POULTRY MEAT PENS 

Champion * Reserve Champion 

First through Fourth Place Pens will go to the Livestock Auction 

on Saturday, September 19th 

 

Special Meat Pen Rules: 
1. Limit: ONE (1) Entry (Two Chickens) per individual. 

 
2. MEAT PEN LIMITATION: Meat Pens are limited to the 

first FIFTEEN (15) who enter division. 
 

3. Entries: Meat pens shall be entered in accordance with 
the same deadlines as other poultry divisions in Fair. 
 

4. YQCA is required for all meat pen exhibitors prior 
to chick pick up.  Classes available online as 
yqcaprogram.org. 
 

5. Eligibility: This division is limited to youth at least nine 
(9) years old and under the age of nineteen (19) as of 
January 1, 2026, who are residents of one of the following 

counties: Monterey, San Benito, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara 
and San Mateo. No club affiliation is required. 
 

6. Chicks: Each participant will be responsible for ordering 
their own meat chicks. 
 

7. Care and Feeding: Care and feeding of birds shall 
be the primary responsibility of each youth 
entering the meat birds.  Each exhibitor shall 
present a letter signed by themselves and their 
parent, certifying that this requirement has been 
met, at the time of coop-in. 
 

8. Inspection: All meat birds shall pass through the Poultry 
Health Inspection prior to coop-in. 
 

9. Coop-in: Meat birds shall be cooped-in along with all 
other poultry in show. 
 

10. Weigh-in: All meat birds shall be weighed by the Fair 
prior to judging. 
 

11. Coop-out: After judging is completed, all meat pens shall 
be released from the Fair and sent home, except those 
pens that place first through fourth, which shall remain at 
the Fair until they are auctioned and sent to slaughter or 
retained by the successful bidder(s). 
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12. Early Coop-Out: ALL MEAT PENS, EXCEPT THE TOP 
THREE PENS, SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE 
POULTRY BUILDING BY 6:00 PM ON WEDNESDAY 

EVENING! 
 

13. Pre-Auction Preparation: The top four winners shall check 
in at the poultry building by 8 am on Saturday, September 
13th, to wash and prepare their birds for auction. 
 

14. Auction: Top four winners will be expected to attend the 
Livestock Auction on Saturday, September 19, 2026, to 
present their pens to the bidders.  Following the auction, 
the winners shall obtain delivery information from their 
buyers, then return the birds to the poultry barn.  Look at 
livestock rules for uniform dress requirements for livestock 
auction. Exhibitors are expected to assist at the auction. 
 

15. Fair will facilitate processing of birds sold at auction. 
The meat pen sellers will be expected to deliver the 
processed birds to the buyer’s location on Monday, 
September 29. 2026. 

 
Class: Entry Fee $10 
1. Poultry Meat Pen (Two Chickens per Cage) 
 

PL080 - POULTRY SHOWMANSHIP 

Belt Buckle for Senior Showmanship Champion 

Rosettes to Class Champions 

Ribbons to 10th Place in Each Class 

JUDGING: Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, at 4pm in the Poultry Barn. 

 

1. ELIGIBILITY: This division is limited to youth at least 
five (5) years old and under the age of nineteen (19) as of 
January 1, 2026, who are residents of one of the following 
counties: Monterey, San Benito, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara 
and San Mateo. No club affiliation is required. 
 

2. ENTRIES: Showman must own the bird that is being 
used for showmanship and the bird must have been 
entered and judged in the show. 
 

3. PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED and NO LATE 
ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 

4. UNIFORMS: See Official Uniform rules in Livestock 
Department. 
 

5. JUDGING STANDARD: The UCCE 4-H Poultry 
Showmanship Manual (4-H 2060) will be used as the 
official guide, but 4-H membership is not required. 
 

PREMIUMS FOR SENIOR CLASSES ONLY 
1st $20.00   2nd $16.00   3rd $14.00   4th $12   5th $10 
Class: No Entry Fee 

1. Primary – Exhibitors 5 years old to under 9 
2. Novice – Exhibitors 9 to 10 
3. Junior – Exhibitors 11 to 13 
4. Senior - Exhibitors 14 to 19 
 

 

 

 

VIDEO SHOWMANSHIP 

In the event that we do not have a live bird show, Video 

Showmanship will be used. Rules, premiums and classes from 

division PL080 will apply. Videos will be judged by our 

Showmanship Judge. Videos should be no longer than 4 

minutes. Instructions for uploading videos will be available on 

the Livestock Web Page at 

https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/livestock. Videos will be 

displayed in the Poultry Barn. Winners are not eligible for 

Round Robin. 

 

PL091 - EGG JUDGING 

Ribbons to 5th Place in Each Class 

Eggs from own chickens. Eggs will be judged on uniformity, 

cleanliness, color, size, weight, yolk color, consistency of white 

and overall appearance. Egg carton shall be labelled with a 3x5 

card, taped to the top, that includes Exhibitor Name, Club, 

Color of Egg, Size and Class. Egg carton shall be secured with 

rubber band around carton. 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $2 

1. 6 Eggs -Large chickens 
2. 6 Eggs -Bantam chickens 
 

PL092 – HOMESTEAD FRESH FARM EGGS 

Ribbons to 5th Place in Each Class 

Enter 1 dozen (12) fresh eggs grown on your farm that 

showcase the different egg colors that can be produced by 

different breeds of hens. These dozen eggs should be 

accompanied by a 3 x 5 card with your farm name and listing 

out the breed(s) of chicken(s) that produce the eggs on your 

farm. Deliver in egg carton during Coop-In. 

Entries will be judged for variety of colors, condition of eggs, 

and arrangement of eggs in the egg carton. 

Class: Entry Fee - $2  

1. 1 dozen fresh eggs 
 

EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY/POSTER 

Youth exhibitors only. Posters should be informative to the 

general public and neatly constructed. They will be displayed in 

the Poultry Barn during the fair. 

The Poultry Division would like to ask in advance if entrants 

would like to donate their projects to the Division for future 

fairgoers to enjoy. 

See Livestock Educational Displays for details. Receiving 

in Livestock Office on September 12 & 13, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

PL093 – DECORATED EGG CONTEST  

Best of Show 

Special Recognition Ribbons for Cutest, Best Painted, Most 

Original, Most Beautiful 

Ribbons to 3rd Place in Each Class 

• Contest is open to Santa Cruz, Monterey and San Benito, 
Santa Clara and San Mateo County residents. 
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• Eggs are to be received during the Poultry Coop-In the 
Poultry Barn, Sept. 15, 2026, 4pm to 7pm. Judging on 
Sept. 16, 2026. 

• Eggs must be real.  Any size or shape of bird egg may be 
used. There is no limit on the number of eggs that an 
entrant may enter. 

• Use hard-boiled eggs or emptied/blown eggshells. Raw 
eggs will not be allowed. 

• Eggs will remain on display in the Poultry Barn until Coop 
Out on Sunday, Sept. 20, at 6pm. Eggs may be picked up 
until 9pm that evening or in the fair office on Monday, 
Sept. 21. Eggs not picked up by the 21 will be discarded. 

 

Class: Entry Fee - $2 

1. Primary – Ages 5-9 
2. Junior – Ages 9 to 10 
3. Intermediate – Ages 11 to 13 
4. Senior – Ages 14 to 19 
5. Adult – 20 years and older 

 

PL094 – POULTRY PHOTO CONTEST 

Ribbons to 5th Place in Each Class 

Submit a photo of your chicken or rooster using the online 

entry system. Instructions for uploading photos will be 

available on the Livestock Web Page at 

https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/livestock. Photos will be 

displayed in the Poultry Barn. 

Class: No Entry Fee 

1. Most Handsome Rooster 
2. Most Beautiful Hen 
3. Best Condition 
4. Most Unusual/Rarest Chicken 
5. Most Beautiful Waterfowl – Hen/Goose 
6. Most Beautiful Waterfowl – Drake/Gander 
7. Most Beautiful Turkey Hen 
8. Most Beautiful Turkey Tom 
 

PL095 – POULTRY EDUCATIONAL VIDEO 

Ribbons to 5th Place in Each Class 

Submit an educational video using the online entry system. 

Videos should be 1 to 4 minutes in length and suitable for 

displaying during the fair in the Poultry Barn. Instructions for 

uploading videos will be available on the Livestock Web Page 

at https://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/livestock. Videos will 

be displayed in the Poultry Barn. 

Class: No Entry Fee 

1. Care of Chickens 

2. Flock Health 
3. Standard of Perfection 
4. Nutrition 
5. My Flock 
6. Showmanship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PL096 – CACKLE and CROW 

Ribbons to 5th Place in Each Class 

Come on down to the Poultry Barn on Sunday, Sept. 20, 12pm 

and demonstrate your best cackle or crow. No pre-entry 

required - walk-ins will be accepted. Online entries will 

be accepted through Friday, September 18. 

Class: No Entry Fee 

1. Best Rooster Crow – Ages under 9 
2. Best Rooster Crow – Ages 9 to adult 
3. Best Hen Cackle – Ages under 9 
4. Best Hen Cackle – Ages 9 to adult 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Santa Cruz County Fair 

Horse Show Schedule 
All Shows at Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds 

 

Horse Show Guidelines 

1. Stalls and Stabling: 

• Stalls can be pre-registered through the individual show 

that your horse is participating in. 

• Horses will not be stabled more than 24 hours beyond 

the show you will be riding in. 

2. Camping: 

• Camping spots are available on a first reserved first 

served basis. Please contact the fairgrounds directly for 

more information on reservations. 

3. Parking and Delivery: 

• All deliveries must be accompanied by a delivery permit 

and vehicles INCLUDING TRUCKS AND TRAILERS. The 

trucks and trailers must be removed immediately 

following unloading NO EXCEPTIONS. Horses hauling in 

for the day may be parked in the horse show area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 15 
 

4-H/FFA & Open Youth Horse Show 8:00 AM 

CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR, BEST OF SHOW QUALIFIER & 

CALIFORNIA CLASSIC QUALIFIER 

Premium packet will be available on the Santa Cruz County Fair 

website soon. Contact: Kathy Dotson, 831-818-0631, 

kdappraisal@comcast.net 
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Wednesday, September 16 
 

Cow Horse Show 

Event Produced by Cinch Up Pro 

For Additional Information got to  

CinchUpPro.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Friday – Sept. 18 - Sunday – Sept. 20 
Ocean Breeze Hunter/Jumper Show 

Enter online at www.ringradar.com. Prize list available at 

www.whiterockranch.com. Contact Tesi Pickett (541) 680-3213 

or Email Tesi@WhiteRockRanch.com 

 

 

 
FRIDAY 

9am 
Small Arena: Ground Rails- 2’3 Hunters & Eq 

12pm 
Main Arena: 60m-1.20m Jumpers 2’6”-3’ Hunters and 

Equitation 
5pm: Games and Rail Class Championships 

 
SATURDAY 

8am 
Small Arena: Ground Rails-2’3 Hunter & Eq 

Main Arena: 2’6”-3’ Hunters & Eq 
 

12:00pm or 30 minutes following conclusion of 
hunters: .60m-1.20m Jumpers 

5pm: Gamblers Choice Jumpers and Games 
 

SUNDAY 
8am 

Small Arena: Ground Rails-2’3 Hunters & Eq 
Main Arena: .60m-1.20m Jumpers 2’6”-3’ Hunters & 

Equitation 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT 
Department #210 

Kathy Edwards-Department Head 

(831) 234-9410-Edwardskathy70@gmail.com 
J.J. Crosetti Building 

 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, 
Santa Clara, San Mateo, San 
Francisco, Alameda Counties. 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: 30, 2026  

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING August 27, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm 
Sunday August 30, 12pm-5pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish – Youth (Primary, 

Youth) Entries 

American – All Other Entries 

 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE WHICH PHOTOS 

ARE DISPLAYED DURING THE FAIR. 

LIMITS: EXHIBITORS LIMITED TO THREE (3) IMAGES EACH. 

1. You may ONLY enter in one of the following divisions: 
Youth, Junior, Amateur, Advanced Amateur or 
Professional. Please see criteria listed in each section 
description. 
 

2. Due to space limitations some entries may not be 
displayed. The Santa Cruz County Fair Photography 
Department shall have sole discretion in selecting entries 
to be displayed. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY: The greatest care will be exercised in 

handling exhibits at all times, but the Santa Cruz County Fair, 

its staff, department chairpersons and volunteers will not be 

held liable for loss, theft, or damage of any kind from any 

cause. Submission of any work constitutes an agreement to 

this effect. 

 

RULES AND SPECIFICATIONS: 

 

MINIMUM IMAGE SIZE 8" X 10" (See Matting Instructions) 

MAXIMUM IMAGE SIZE 15" X 19" (See Matting 

Instructions) 

EXCEPTION: PANORAMAS NEED TO BE AT LEAST 16" WIDE, 

NO MINIMUM HEIGHT 

 

EXHIBITORS CANNOT ENTER AN IMAGE THAT HAS WON A 

RIBBON AT THIS FAIR IN THE PAST. 

 

August

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/
mailto:CowboyTony@CinchUpPro.com
http://www.horseshowtime.com/
http://www.whiterockranch.com/
mailto:Tesi@WhiteRockRanch.com
mailto:Edwardskathy70@gmail.com
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MOUNTING INSTRUCTIONS (Please read all 

instructions!): 

• 16”x20” is the maximum finish size.  Use a maximum 
16”x20” mounting board and add a single WHITE mat on 
top. 

• ONLY rectangular and square openings in mats allowed. 
• Top mat must be adhered to back (mounting) board. 
• NO GLASS OR FRAMES OF ANY KIND. 
• Prints must have been taken by the exhibitor, but can 

have been processed at either home or commercial lab. 
• Entries must be labeled on the BACK of the mounting 

board in upper left-hand corner as follows: 
1. Division 
2. Class 
3. Title of Image 
4. Name 
5. Address 
6. City 
7. Phone number 

 

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY ENTRIES WITH WRITING ON THE 

FRONT (ON EITHER THE PRINT OR THE MAT). 

 

MODEL RELEASE: 

 
1. A MODEL RELEASE MUST ACCOMPANY ALL PHOTOS 

WHEREIN A PERSON IS RECOGNIZABLE, even if the 
subject is a relative or if there are multiple people in the 
image. You must provide a model release for EACH person 
in your image. THESE ARE TO BE SENT IN WITH YOUR 
ENTRY. If you must bring them at the time of delivery, 
please attach them to the back of your entry. 
 

2. Exceptions: Photographs of public figures and photos of 
people taken out of the country do not require a model 
release. 
 

3. Self-portraits do not need a model release. 
 

4. Model Releases may be uploaded with online entry. 
 

AWARDS: 

 
• Youth entries will be judged using the Danish System. 

Images are not judged AGAINST each other but are 
judged solely on their own merit with regard to exposure, 
content, composition, execution and appeal. Because they 
are not judged against each other there can be unlimited 
numbers of ribbons. Every youth entry will receive a 
participation ribbon if no place ribbon is given. All entries 
will receive a comment card on the back from at least one 
of the judges. 

• All other entries will be judged using American, standards 
regarding exposure, content, composition, execution and 
appeal. They will be giving up to seven honorable 
mentions.  There will also be Best of Division and Best of 
Show Rosettes with a Best of Show Plaque awarded. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

 

DIVISION 1: PRIMARY - 8 years of age and under 

DIVISION 2: YOUTH - 9-12 years of age 

DIVISION 3: JUNIORS - 13-17 years of age 

DIVISION 4: AMATEUR - Open to all 18 years of age or 

over who consider photography a hobby. 

DIVISION 5: ADVANCED AMATEUR - Open to those who 

do not consider photography a main occupation, but have had 

their work published, showcased, or have previously won first 

place on a photograph from this fair. 

DIVISION 6: PROFESSIONAL - Open to those who consider 

photography one of their main occupations, those who are in 

the market of selling their photography regardless of its 

income. 

 

CLASS: 

1. Color print - Scenic and Landscape 
2. Color print - People 
3. Color print - Architectural and Still Life: to include 

buildings, still life, set ups, close up studies (i.e. textures, 
lined, light, and objects). 

4. Color print - Nature, Floral & Botany: to include close 
up/macro flowers, leaves, ponds, and botany. 

5. Color print - Domestic Pets and Animals: to include 
pets - indoor/outdoor, working animals, and animals not in 
a natural setting (i.e., Zoos, cages). 

6. Color print - Non-Domesticated animals in their 
natural environment (ex. Wild animals on safari, 
untamed horses in the wild, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
spiders, deer, etc.) 

7. Color print - Photojournalism: story telling pictures 
8. Color print - Sunset and Sunrise 
9. Black & White/Monochromatic print – People 
10. Black & White/Monochromatic print – General 

Monochromatic means Black and White, Sepia, Cyanotype 
or any single color 

11. Manipulation - Altered Reality Altered Reality means 
the basic application of filters to a photograph. A 4x6 
"BEFORE" picture needs to be taped to the back of your 
entry. 

12. Manipulation - Created Reality Created Reality means 
multiple captures combined into a new image. A 4x6 
"BEFORE" picture needs to be taped to the back of your 
entry. 
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MODEL RELEASE 
 

For and in consideration of my engagement as a model by _______________________________________, hereafter 

referred to as the photographer, on terms or fee hereinafter stated, I hereby give the photographer, his legal 

representatives and assigns, those whom the photographer is acting, and those acting with his permission, or his 

employees, the right and permission to copyright and/or use, reuse and/or publish, and republish photographic pictures 

or portraits of me, or in which I may be distorted in character, or form, in conjunction with my own or a fictitious name, 

on reproduction thereof in color, or black and white made through any media by the photographer at his studio or 

elsewhere, for any purpose whatsoever; including the use of any printed matter in conjunction therewith. 

 

I hereby waive any right to inspect the finished photograph or advertising copy or printed matter that may be used in 

conjunction therewith or to the eventual use that it might be applied. 

 

I hereby release, discharge and agree to save harmless the photographer, his representatives, assigns, employees or any 

person or persons, corporation or corporations, acting under his permission or authority, or any person, persons, 

corporation or corporations, for whom he might be acting, including any firm publishing an/or distributing the finished 

product, in whole or in part, from and against any liability as a result of any distortion, blurring, or alteration, optical 

illusion, or use in composite form, either intentionally or otherwise, that may occur or be produced in the taking, 

processing or reproduction of the finished product, its publication or distribution of the same, even should the same 

subject me to ridicule, scandal, reproach, scorn or indignity. 

I hereby warrant that I am under/over twenty-one years of age, and competent to contract in my own name insofar as 

the above is concerned. 

 

I am to be compensated as follows: 

 

I have read the foregoing release, authorization and agreement, before affixing my signature below, and warrant that I 

fully understand the contents thereof. 

 

Dated:_________________________ 

 

Name:_____________________________________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________ 

 

Witness:___________________________________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________ 

 

I hereby certify that I am the parent and/or guardian of ____________________________________, an infant under the 

age of twenty-one years, and in consideration of value received, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, I hereby 

consent that any photographs which have been or are about to be taken by the photographer may be used by him for the 

purposes set forth in original release hereinabove, signed by the infant model, with the same force and effect as if 

executed by me. 

 

Parent or Guardian:_________________________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________ 

 

Photographer: 1 – Fill in terms of employment 

2 – Strike out words that do not apply 
 

 

http://www.santacruzcountyfair.com/


 

2026 SCCF ENTRY GUIDE       Enter your exhibits online at www.santacruzcountyfair.com                                                  86 

POETRY DEPARTMENT #200 
Donna Giubbini-Department Head 

(831)-234-6603 

Fine Arts Building 
 

AREA: Open to all residents of Santa 
Cruz County and the Pajaro 
Valley Unified School District. 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: Entry forms due with 
entries. August 19, 2026. 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING Not available online. 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: 1 original and 3 clean 
photocopies must be received 
by August 19, 2026 with 
entry form, at Fairgrounds 
Office. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: American 

 

CONTEST RULES: 

Please follow directions 

• Enter only ONE POEM PER CLASS, with a 32 line limit 
• All poems remain the property of the owner. No 

manuscripts will be returned, so please keep a copy of 
your work. 

• Submit only original poems that have never been 
published and not awarded a prize of $10.00 or more in 
any contest. Do not enter a poem that is under 
consideration in another contest or by an editor. 

• All poems must be plainly typed on 8.5 x 11 white 
paper without graphics or illustrations. All must be written 
in English, (except Spanish language categories, please 
include an English version), and be titled, (except 
Japanese forms). One poem per sheet. 

• Please include one original and three photocopies. 
• In upper right-hand corner of ALL copies type 

DIVISION and CLASS number. 
• In upper left corner of TWO COPIES only - TYPE 

author's name. 
• Poems submitted which do not comply with contest rules 

will be disqualified. 
• All entries in the Poetry Contest must be received 

at the office of the Santa Cruz County Fair, 2601 
East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA 95076, no later 
than August 19, 2026. 

• IMPORTANT! POEM MUST BE INCLUDED WITH 
ENTRY FORM. Envelope should be marked Poetry 
Department on the outside. 

 

Poetry Reading: Saturday Sept. 19, 2026 

1:00 Fine Arts Building, Hosted by: Joseph Eaton 

Light refreshments will be served 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION 1: ADULT 

(18 years and older) 

Class: 

1. Any form, any subject: Relating to “Apple Pies and 
Starry Skies” 

2. Rhyme and Meter - any form, any subject 
3. Free Verse, any subject 
4. Spanish Poetry (Please include English version) 
5. Cowboy Poetry 
6. Haiku 
 

DIVISION 2: YOUTH 

(Include your age on form.) 

Class: 

1. Any form, any subject (for grades 5 and below) 
2. Any form, any subject (for grades 6-8) 
3. Any form, any subject (for grades 9-12) 
4. Spanish, any form, any subject (for grades 8 and below) 
5. Spanish, any form, any subject (for grades 9-12) 

6. Haiku, (for grades 8 and below) 
7. Haiku, (for grades 9-12) 
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PRIMARY & YOUTH DEPARTMENT 
Department #230 & #232 

Robin Turnquist-Department Head 
(831)234-6666 

Emily Casterson – Co-Chair 

Laura Elston – Co-Chair 
J.J. Crosetti Building 

 

AREA: Open to legal residents of Santa 
Cruz, San Benito, Santa Clara, 
San Mateo, and Monterey 
counties 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: Non-perishable: Sept. 6, 2026 
Perishable food: Sept. 12, 2026 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING Non-perishable: Aug. 27, 2026 
Perishable food: Sept. 10, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday August 30 12pm-5pm. 
Saturday Sept. 5, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday Sept. 6, 12pm-5pm. 
Saturday Sept. 12, 9am-12pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday September 21, 11am to 
6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish 

 

Primary & Youth Department includes five (5) 

categories: 
• Baked Goods & Confections 

• Preserved Foods 

• Clothing & Textiles 

• Quilts 

• Arts & Crafts 

 

All General Rules which appear here will apply to 
all categories in Primary & Youth Department. 
• All entries must be made or produced within one year of 

opening day of Fair. 
• All entry forms and entries will be accepted up to and 

including receiving days. Online entries are highly 
encouraged to facilitate receiving. 

• Exhibitors are limited to two (2) kinds, varieties or 
types per class. No exceptions or duplicates. 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
Rosettes for specials will receive a premium of $10 (age must 
be 9 or older) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT NUMBER 230 
YOUTH (ages 9 to 17)  

• Age is determined by your age on January 1, 2026 
• BE SURE TO INCLUDE AGE 

 

DEPARTMENT NUMBER 232 
PRIMARY (ages 5 to 8)  

• Age is determined by your age on January 1, 2026 
• BE SURE TO INCLUDE AGE 

 
All exhibitors will use the same division and class 

numbers. 
 

Baked Goods & Confections 
Notes: 

• For the Preserved Foods and Baked Goods & Confections 
categories, entries are to be prepared at home. 

• Bring all entries (except for pies) on heavy disposable 

plates - only. 
• No whipped cream, cream puffs, or pudding. 
 

Division: 105 Non-Yeast Loaf 

Class: Whole Loaf 

1. Banana Nut Bread 

2. Carrot Bread 

3. Coffee Cake 

4. Gingerbread 

5. Lemon Bread 

6. Pumpkin Bread 

7. Zucchini Bread 

8. Any Other Non-Yeast (specify) 

 

Division: 110 Non-Yeast - Non-Loaf 

Class: ½ Dozen (6) 

1. Biscuits 

2. Muffins 

3. Scones 

4. Any other Non-Yeast (specify) 

 

Division: 115 Yeast Loaf 

Class: Whole Loaf 

1. Sourdough 

2. White 

3. Whole Wheat 

4. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 120 Yeast Non-Loaf 

Class: ½ dozen (6 

1. Buns 

2. Cinnamon Rolls 

3. Rolls 

4. Any Other (specify) 
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Division: 130 Cakes 

Class: ½ Cake 

1. Carrot 

2. Chocolate 

3. Lemon 

4. Pound 

5. White 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 135 Cheesecakes 

Class: Whole Cake 

1. Fruit 

2. New York 

3. Pumpkin 

4. Savory 

5. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 140 Cupcakes 

Class: ½ dozen (6) 

1. Chocolate 

2. Cake Pops 

3. White 

4. Yellow 

5. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 145 Decorated Cakes 

• Cake may be a dummy. Styrofoam or cardboard may be 
used provided the shape is one which could reasonably be 
achieved through baking. 

• All decorations must be edible except candles, candle 
holders or figurines. 

• Secure all decorations firmly. 

• Items will be judged on decoration only (there will be no 
tasting). 

• Cookies must be handmade. 
Class: 1 whole item 

1. Decorated Cake 

2. Gingerbread house 

3. Any other item (specify) 

 

Division: 150 Cookies 

Class: ½ dozen (6) 

1. Bar 

2. Biscotti 

3. Brownie 

4. Chocolate 

5. Fruit Bar 

6. Ginger 

7. Shortbread Cookie 

8. Lemon 

9. Macaroons 

10. Molasses 

11. Oatmeal 

12. Peanut Butter 

13. Shaped & Pressed 

14. Sugar 

15. Any Other (specify) 

Division: 160 Pastries 

Class: ½ dozen (6) 

1. Danish 

2. Empanadas 

3. Fruit Pastry 

4. Fruit Strudel 

5. Puff Pastry 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 165 Confections 

Class: 6 pieces or ½ pound 

1. Brittle 

2. Caramels 

3. Chocolate, dipped 

4. Filled Chocolate Candy 

5. Fudge 

6. Hard Candy 

7. Rocky Road 

8. Toffee 

9. Truffles 

10. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 170 Special Diet 

Class: Whole loaf, cake or pie OR ½ dozen (6) 

1. Flourless 

2. Low Fat 

3. Low Sodium 

4. Low Sugar 

5. Sugar Free 

6. Sugar Substitute 

7. Vegan 

8. Gluten Free (specify) 

9. Any Other (specify) 
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Preserved Foods 
 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 

• Jar label must list the type of product (fruit, vegetable, 
preserves, etc.) and the method or process used (Water-
bath or pressure canning or drying). 

• Low acid foods must be canned under pressure. Dried 
products should be wrapped in clear plastic or sealed jars. 

• No paraffin seals. All canning exhibits must be sealed jars. 
• An exhibit consists of two jars, containers or packages 

except jerky (6 strips), dried fruit (6 to 8 pieces), or an 
education display or poster. Jars or containers must be 
standard sizes - one for exhibiting and one to be opened 
for tasting. 

 

PLEASE LEAVE RING ON JAR. 

 

Division: 245 Jams 

Standard Clear Glass Jars – 1/4 pint to 1 pint 

Class: 

1. Apricot 

2. Blackberry 

3. Mixed Fruit - 2 Fruits (specify) 

4. Olallieberry 

5. Peach 

6. Pear 

7. Plum 

8. Raspberry 

9. Strawberry 

10. Any Other (specify) 

 

Division: 260 Butters, Conserves & Marmalade 

Standard Clear Glass Jars – 1/4 pint to 1 pint 

Class: 

1. Butter (specify) 

2. Conserves (specify) 

3. Marmalade (specify) 

4. Any Other (specify) 

 

Clothing & Textiles 
 

Notes: 

• Exhibits must be adequately and correctly labeled, clean, 
and pressed and must not show excessive wear. If pet 
hair or smoke odor is present, exhibit will not be judged. 

• Items which have been shown at any previous Santa Cruz 
County Fair are not eligible.  

 

Division: 305 Sewing 

Class: 

1. Accessories 

2. Costumes 

3. Doll Clothes 

4. Fair Theme 

5. Any Other (specify) 

 

Note: Needle Arts, Divisions 310 – 335, are for hand knitted, 

crocheted, tatted, crewel, surface embroidery, needlepoint, 

counted cross stitch, machine knitted, machine embroidered, 

embellished work, ribbon embroidery, lace styles and 

techniques. 

ENTRIES ARE JUDGED PRIMARILY ON THEIR 

NEEDLEWORK. 

 

**Please provide a note explaining variety of yarn (wool, 

acrylic, etc.), and the technique used with your entry. 

 

Division: 310 Knitting 

Class: 

1. Accessory (hat, scarf, purse, mittens, fingerless mittens, 

etc.) 

2. Shawl 

3. Holiday theme (specify) 

4. Fair Theme, any item (specify) 

5. Any Other (specify)** 

 

Division: 315 Crochet 

Class: 

1. Afghan 

2. Accessory (hat, scarf, purse, etc.) 

3. Exhibitor's original design (specify)** 

4. Holiday theme (specify)** 

5. Fair theme (specify)** 

6. Any Other (specify)** 

 

Division: 325 Embroidery  

Class: 

1. Framed embroidery, gold work, stump work, etc. (specify) 

2. Not Framed Embroidery, gold work, stump work, etc. 

(including pillows, tablecloths, pillow cases, etc.) 

3. Any Other – Tamari balls, machine embroidery, ribbon 

embroidery, etc. (specify) 

 

Quilts 
 

Notes:  

• Quilt Definition: A quilt consists of three layers—a fabric 
top, a fabric back, and a soft material between. These 
layers are held together with either patterned hand 
stitches or patterned machine stitching that pierce all 
three layers. 

• All work must be done by exhibitor(s) ONLY and 
completed between 2025-2026. 

• Quilts must be in good condition, clean, free from pet hair, 
dirt, smoke or other odors or it will not be judged. 

 

DIVISION: 350 – Quilts 

Class:  

1. Hand quilted 

2. Pieced quilt 

3. Applique 

4. Kit quilt 

5. Any other (specify) 
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Arts & Crafts 
 

DIVISION: 405 – Ceramics 

Class: 

1. Animals 

2. Containers 

3. Figurines 

4. Home Decor 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 410 – Pottery 

Class: 

1. Bowl 

2. Dinnerware 

3. Vase 

4. Fair Theme 

5. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 415 – Natural Media 

Class: 

1. Basket 

2. Center piece 

3. Dry Arrangement 

4. Wreath 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 420 – Wood 

All Wood entries must contain at least 90% wood 

Class: 

1. Bird House 

2. Bowl 

3. Box 

4. Cutting Board 

5. Game Board 

6. Hand Carved 

7. Jewelry Box 

8. Picture Frame 

9. Toy 

10. Kits which make any wood item 

11. Fair Theme 

12. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 425 – Metal 

Limits:  Size – 2’ x 2’ x 4’; Weight – 50 pounds 

Class: 

1. Indoor Use Item 

2. Outdoor Use Item 

3. Fair Theme 

4. Any Other (specify) 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION: 435 – Toys and Animals 

Class: 

1. Animals, stuffed 

2. Blocks, stuffed 

3. Fair Theme 

4. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 440 – Jewelry 

Class: 

1. Bracelet 

2. Earrings 

3. Necklace 

4. Pendant 

5. Pins 

6. Fair Theme 

7. Any Other jewelry item 

 

DIVISION: 445 – Holiday Decorations 

Class: 

1. Tree Ornaments 

2. Mantle Decoration 

3. Tablecloth 

4. Table Decoration 

5. Wreaths 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 450 – Decorative Painting 

Decorative painting is a diverse art form.  A variety of 

techniques may be used to decorate, both functional and 

decorative surfaces, including wood, tin, fabric, ceramics and 

canvas. The use of patterns and freehand design are allowed. 

Class: 

1. Animal & Birds 

2. Flowers 

3. Fruits & Vegetables 

4. Holiday Theme 

5. Landscapes 

6. People 

7. Fair Theme 

8. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 455 – Rubber Stamping 

All images and lettering must be hand stamped.  No 

mechanical reproductions of images.  Any variety of 

techniques, media and embellishments may be used.  No 

stickers or decals. 

Class: 

1. Stationary 

2. Fair Theme 

3. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 460 – Scrapbooks 

Class: 

1. Book 

2. Themed Pages, individual 

3. Fair Theme 

4. Any Other (specify) 
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DIVISION: 465 – Mosaics 

Class: 

1. Furniture 

2. Mirrors 

3. Stepping Stone 

4. Fair Theme 

5. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 470 – Recycled 

Class: 

1. Decorative 

2. Denim 

3. Furniture 

4. Wearable 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 475 – Duct Tape 

Class: 

1. Decorative 

2. Original Designs 

3. Purse & Wallet 

4. Wearable 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 480 – Soaps & Lotions 

NOTE: For bar soap please submit 2 identical bars per entry. 

Class: 

1. Bar Soap 

2. Granulated Soap 

3. Liquid Soap 

4. Liquid Lotion 

5. Any Other (Specify) 

 

DIVISION: 485 – Leather 

Class: 

1. Book Cover 

2. Hair Accessory 

3. Household 

4. Wearable 

5. Fair Theme 

6. Any Other (specify) 

 

DIVISION: 490 – Miscellaneous 

Class: 

1. Bedazzled item 

2. Box 

3. Mobile 

4. Origami  

5. Papier Mache 

6. Fair Theme, not entered in other divisions 

7. Camp Crafts 

8. Any Other (specify) 

 

 

YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Grange Youth, Boys & Girls 

Clubs & Santa Cruz County School Exhibitors 

Robin Turnquist 
(831) 234-6666 

Emily Casterson – Co-Chair 

Laura Elston – Co-Chair 

J.J. Crosetti Building 
 

AREA: All 4-H clubs and organized 
youth groups located in Santa 
Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, San 
Mateo and Santa Clara 
Counties. 

ENTRY CLOSING DATE: Non-Perishable entries: Sept. 6, 
2026 
Perishable entries, Foods, 
agriculture, & live floral 
arrangements: Sept. 12, 2026 

ONLINE ENTRY CLOSING Non-Perishable entries: Aug. 27, 
2026 
Perishable entries, Foods, 
agriculture, & live floral 
arrangements: Sept. 10, 2026 

ENTRY FEE: NONE 

RECEIVING DATES: Saturday August 29, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday August 30 12pm-5pm. 
Saturday Sept. 5, 9am-5pm, 
Sunday Sept. 6, 12pm-5pm. 
Saturday Sept. 12, 9am-12pm. 
Please see Receiving dates on 
page 8 of this guide for more 
information. 

ENTRY FORM: Page 5 

RELEASE DATE: Monday Sept. 21, 11am - 6pm 
The Fair is NOT responsible for 
items left after 6pm.  

SYSTEM OF JUDGING: Danish 

 

NOTE: For Monterey County Fair exhibitors  

 

Non-Perishable Entries due date is: 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026, 3pm-5pm. 

 

Perishable Entries due date is: 

Saturday, September 12, 2026, 9am-12pm 

 

Questions? Call Robin at 831-234-6666 

 

RULES: 

• No riding toys (bikes, skateboards, scooters, roller blades, 
etc.) 

• Fair rules and safety must be obeyed at all times. 
• Shoes must be worn at all times. 
• Adults must help members operate electrical tools 
• Entries may come from projects completed through clubs, 

school, home or other areas of creativity. 
• All entries not fair ready or not following class rules will not 

receive a ribbon. 
• Entries must be made or produced within one (1) year of 

opening day of Fair.  
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HOSTING: Clubs/troops who enter a booth are expected to 

furnish a team of at least 5 people which will include at least 

one adult for a 4 hour shift to act as hosts in the Youth/4-H 

display.  Sign-up for your hosting time during Feature 

Booth workdays.  

 

 

GUIDE DOG PUPPIES 
 

Meet: Saturday, Sept. 19, 2025 10:15 AM @ Crosetti 

Building 

 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• This division is open to adult and youth dog/puppy raisers 

DDooggss  aanndd  ppuuppppiieess  mmuusstt  wweeaarr  jjaacckkeettss..  

  

  

YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

4-H (Dept 100) & GRANGE (Dept 105) 
 

DIVISION 1: FEATURE BOOTHS 

 

SPECIAL FEATURE BOOTH INFORMATION: 

• How to Build a Booth meeting will be on Saturday, 
Aug. 22, 2026, at 1pm – 3pm in the Crosetti 
Building. 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $100.00    2nd $75.00    3rd $50.00 
 

Rules: 

• Members, with adult supervision and aid in a safety 
situation, must construct booths. 

• All materials within booth must be fire retardant. 
• Care of plants, vegetables, and animals within a booth is 

the responsibility of the club, excluding actual entries, 
which are the responsibility of the entrant. 

• The Fair supplies Convention Taffeta and Corrugated 
Paper.  

• The club must furnish all other supplies. 
• Booths that are not Fair ready (entries not displayed 

properly) will lose 20 points off their final judging score. 
• Clubs that do not participate on Booth Judging will lose 20 

points off their final booth judging score. 
• Booth judging by members; judging teams will consist of 

one more member than adult from each club. 

 

Educational Value .................................. 40% 
Impact ................................................. 30% 

Artistic Content ..................................... 20% 

Workmanship ........................................ 10% 

TOTAL .................................................. 100% 

 

Class: 

1. Feature booth 
 

 

 

 

DIVISION 2: PANEL DISPLAY 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $25.00    2nd $15.00    3rd10.00 
 

Class: 

1. 8’x8’ Project Panel 
2. 4’x8’ Project Panel 

 
EXHIBITOR AWARD 
Exhibitors receiving a Special Award in Divisions 3 through 21 
will receive a premium of $10 after the fair if over the age of 8. 
 
DIVISIONS 3-21: 
 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
DIVISION 3: ARTS AND CRAFTS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 

• Member must include a note with the entry stating which 
portion of the item they completed. 

 
Class: 
1. Arts and Crafts 
2. Camp crafts at organization camp. 
3. Scrapbooks - individual (for club scrapbook see Division 20) 
 
DIVISION 4: DECORATED CAKES 
SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• Maximum base size – 14 inches square. 

• No more than three (3) tiers high. 

• Styrofoam or cardboard form may be used provided the 
shape is one that could be reasonably achieved through 
baking.  

• This entry is considered non-perishable. 
 
Class: 
1. Decorated Cake 
 
DIVISION 5: OTHER DECORATED ITEMS 
SPECIAL INFORMATION: 
• All decorations must be edible. 
 
Class: 
1. Gingerbread Houses 
2. Other – Decorated Items, please specify 
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DIVISION 6: PHOTOGRAPHY 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 

• All exhibits may be a sequence, album, pictures, slides, a 

pinpoint camera, mounted enlargement (5x7 or larger), 
and education display or poster. 

• All entries must be matted; no glass. 
• NOTE: For digitally enhanced photography (see Division 18) 
MUST PLACE ON BACK OF ENTRY: 

• NAME 
• AGE 
• TYPE OF CAMERA 
• SIZE OF FILM USED 
• MANUAL OR AUTO FOCUS 
• OPTIONAL NOTE 
 

Class: 

1. Photograph 
2. Album 
3. Other 

 

DIVISION 7: FINE ARTS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 

• This division includes painting drawing, prints, sculpture 
and graphics. 

• All entries must be matted (with rigid mat boards, no 

construction paper or cardboard) and/or framed.  For matting 
techniques see the following website: 

http://www.biddingtons.com/content/mrs.html 
• All entries must have secure means of hanging 
• Must place name and age of artist on back of entry 
• All canvases must be framed or edges painted. 
 
Class: 
1. Fine Arts 
 

DIVISION 8: SEWING AND NEEDLECRAFTS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 

• This division includes sewing, embroidery, knitting, 
crochet and cross-stitch. 

• Sewing can be hand-stitched or by sewing machine. 
• Needlecraft refers to Knitting, Crochet or Embroidery 

work. 
• Please label your entry with your name and age. 
 

Class: 

1. Sewing: Wearable or accessory (clothing bag, hat, scarf, 
belt, etc.) 

2. Needlecraft: Wearable or Accessory 
3. Upcycle Sewing or Needlecraft (Reuse, Recycle, 

Refashion). 
4. Blanket (sewn or needle craft) 

5. Educational Display or Poster: will be displayed at 
discretion of youth department unless requested otherwise 
by exhibitor. 

6. Other (please specify) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION 9: FOOD PRESERVATION 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 

• Each entry must be a different product or of the same 

product preserved by a different method.  Entry sheet and 
jar label must list the type of product (fruit, vegetable, 
preserves, etc.) and the method or process used (Water-
bath or pressure canning or drying). 

• Low acid foods must be canned under pressure. Dried 
products should be wrapped in clear plastic or sealed jars. 

• No paraffin seals. All canning exhibits must be sealed jars. 

• An exhibit consists of two jars, containers or packages 
except jerky (6 strips), dried fruit (6 to 8 pieces), or an 
education display or poster.  Jars or containers must be 
standard sizes – one for exhibiting and one to be opened for 
tasting.  PLEASE LEAVE RING ON JAR. 

 

Class: 

1. Food Preservation 

2. Poster or Educational Display 
 

 

DIVISION 10: FOOD & NUTRITION 

SPECIAL INFORMATION 

• Entries that require refrigeration must be kept cold until the 
time for judging 

• No whipped cream, cream puffs or pudding. 
• Exhibiting of perishable entries will be at the discretion of 

the Fair. 
• All foods must come on a white paper plate. 
 
MINIMUM QUANTITIES: 
Muffins, Biscuits, Rolls, Cookies ½ dozen 

Candies ½ dozen 

Cakes ½ cake plus 1 slice 

Bread ½ loaf 

Decorated cookies ½ dozen 

 
Class: 
1. Baked Goods 
2. Nutrition Poster or display 
3. Confections and Candy 
4. Cheeses 
5. Other (please specify) 
 
DIVISION 11: HONEY 
Class: 
1. 2 pint jars - one for exhibiting and one for tasting 
2. Beeswax – 1 pound 
3. Comb Honey – 1 quart 
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DIVISION 12: HOME DECORATING - INFORMAL TABLE 
SETTING 
SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• Exhibitor must furnish his/her own china and glassware. 

• May use TV tray, bed tray, picnic basket, etc.  One place 
setting plus centerpiece. Tables will be provided. Must fit in 
area 24”x24”. 

• Must include menu. 

• Handmade setups are encouraged. 

• All table settings must be set up by the member the 
Saturday before the fair opens between 9am & Noon. 

• Utilize theme indicated for each class. 

• Table Settings judged on correct placement, functionality, 
and artistic appeal. You will also have an oral interview. 

 
Class: 
1. Fair Theme 
2. Other (please specify) 
 

DIVISION 13: HOME DECORATING 
Class: 
1. Fabric Decoration –i.e., non-wearable needlework, 

macramé, crochet, weaving, spinning and dying of wool, 
needlepoint and stuffed toys 

2. Floral Arrangements –With dry or silk flowers 
3. Quilts 
4. Other Decorations – please specify 
 

DIVISION 14: GARDEN & PRODUCE 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• Each exhibit must be listed separately on entry form by type 
and variety.  Required: a 3”x5” card with the name, type 
and variety placed on the plate. 

• Exhibits must include five each of small items, or one 
large item, bunch or head  

• Small and Medium Horticulture exhibits must come 
on a white paper plate. 

 

Class: 

1. Garden & Produce 
 
DIVISION 15: FLORICULTURE 

Class: 

1. Potted plants 
2. Terrariums 
3. Dish gardens 
4. Floral Arrangements with fresh flowers 
 

DIVISION 16: NATURAL SCIENCE 
Class: 

1. Insect collections, beekeeping, etc. 
2. Wildlife, pets, livestock, etc. 
3. Geology, oceanography, astronomy, etc. 
4. Marine Biology 
5. Skinning, Tanning, Taxidermy 
6. Any other Natural Science - specify 
 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION 17: MECHANICAL SCIENCE 

Class: 

1. Rockets 
2. Electrical 
3. Woodworking 
4. Welding, small engines, gears, etc. 
5. Models 
6. Other 
 

DIVISION 18: GRAPHIC ARTS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• Photographs must be matted. 
 

Class: 

1. Digitally Enhanced Photography (“touched up”, highlighted 

but not graphically edited so as to materially change the photo). 
2. Digitally Edited Photography (transformed, re-rendered or 

otherwise materially changed from original image). 
3. Computer Generated (image created entirely by computer) 

 

DIVISION 19: MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• This division is for new 4-H projects or those not provided 
for in any other division. 

• Displays of the new projects must be attractive and carry 
an explanation of the project. 

• Must include a note stating if the entry is to be 
judged on the information presented or the skills 
involved in making the display. 

 

Class: 

1. Citizenship 
2. Outdoor Activities 
3. Other – Please Specify 
 

DIVISION 20: CLUB NEWS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• Must be done by members. 
• News should have more than one reporter 
• An entry will be four (4) or more issues from JULY 2025 - 

JUNE 2026, mounted on a postcard or arranged for 
display, i.e., in a notebook. 

 

Class: 

1. Club Newsletter 
2. Club Scrapbook 
 

JUDGING SCORECARD 

NEWS or LABELING ................................ 45% 

Accuracy, clarity, information 

LAYOUT ................................................... 45% 

Artistic, appeal, attractiveness, “eye appeal”, readability 

COVER PAGE OR INTRODUCTION .......... 10% 

TOTAL...................................................... 100% 
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DIVISION 21: ALUMNI 

SPECIAL INFORMATION: 

• This division is for adult alumni that want to enter items 

in their old organization they participated in as a youth. 
 

Class: 

1. Handmade craft of any kind 
2. Sewn item 
3. Baked Items/preserves/decorated 
4. Grown from garden 
5. Miscellaneous 
 

 

DEPARTMENT #103 - BOY SCOUTS 
 

DIVISION 1: BOY SCOUTS FEATURE BOOTH 

(See page 91 for guidelines) 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $100.00    2nd $75.00    3rd $50.00 
 

Class: 

1. Feature Booth 
 

DIVISION 2: BOY SCOUTS PANEL DISPLAYS 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $25.00    2nd $15.00    3rd $10.00 
 

Class: 

1. 8’x8’ Project Panel 
2. 4’x8’ Project Panel 
 

DIVISION 3: CUB SCOUTS 

(For ages 8 through 10 years old) 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

Class: 

1. Pinewood Derby Cars 
2. Woodworking 
3. Leather Crafts 
4. Theme Collection Display 
5. Arts and Crafts 
6. Other, as approved by Leader- please specify 
 

DIVISION 4: BOY SCOUTS 

(For ages 11 through 18 years old) 

Class: 

1. Woodworking 
2. Leather Craft 
3. Bead Work 
4. Theme Collection Display 
5. Native American or Pioneer Craft 
6. Other, as approved by Leader- please specify 
 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT #104 – GIRL SCOUTS 
 

DIVISION 1: GIRL SCOUTS FEATURE BOOTH 

(See page 91 for guidelines) 

See page 8 for both workdays 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $100.00    2nd $75.00    3rd $50.00 
 

Class: 

1. Feature Booth 
 

DIVISION 2: GIRL SCOUTS PANEL DISPLAYS 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $25.00    2nd $1500    3rd $10.00 

 

Class: 

1. 8’x8’ Project Panel 
2. 4’x8’ Project Panel 
 

DIVISION 3: DAISY SCOUTS 

DIVISION 4: BROWNIE GIRL SCOUTS 

DIVISION 5: JUNIOR GIRL SCOUTS 

DIVISION 6: CADET GIRL SCOUTS 

DIVISION 7: SENIOR GIRL SCOUTS 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place  

 

Class: 

1. Arts and Crafts (specify) 
2. Athletics 
3. Contemporary Issues 
4. Health, Hobbies, Home 
5. Outdoor Skills 
6. Service to others 
7. Any other Girl Scout Project – specify others 
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Department #102 - Other Youth 

Organizations & Santa Cruz County 

Schools 
 

DIVISION 1: OTHER YOUTH ORGANIZATION FEATURE 

BOOTHS 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
1st $100.00    2nd $75.00    3rd $50.00 
 

Class: 

1. Feature Booth 

 

DIVISION 2: OTHER YOUTH ORGANIZATION PANEL 

DISPLAYS 

 

PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 

1st $25.00    2nd $15.00    3rd $10.00 
 

Class: 

1. 8’x8’ Project Panel 
2. 4’x8’ Project Panel 

 

DIVISION 3: OTHER YOUTH - AGES 5-8 

DIVISION 4: OTHER YOUTH - AGES 9-12 

DIVISION 5: OTHER YOUTH - AGES 13-18 

 
PREMIUMS OFFERED PER CLASS 
Ribbon for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 
Class: 
1. Arts & Crafts (see page 2 for special information) 
2. Photography (See page 3 for special information) 
3. Fine Art (See page 3 for special information) 
4. Home Decoration 
5. Any Other – specify 
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